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Religious Intelligence.
T (From Evangelical Chrisendom.)
Franee.
Extract of a Letter, dated Franoe, Sept., 1850.

tant facts this mouth.
ceived a pamphlet announcing the estab-
lishment of an
EVANGELISATION SOCIETY IN BEARN.
Pastors Gabrian, Noyaret, Lourde, and
other pious men, constitute the commitiee

of this useful institution.
Your readers, doubtless, know'the topo- |

graphical position of Beara. This P'°’+ are geaerally on the increase.

vince, situated in the south of France, se.
parates our country from Spain; it forms
iwo departments, the High Pyrenees and
the Low Pyrenees. Bearn is celebrated in
the annals of our Reformed churches; it
constituted, in the sixteenth century, an in-
dependent State. The noble ster of Fran-
cis 1., Marguerite de Valois, aRd her hero-
ic daughter Jeanne & Albret, who was poi-
soned by Catherine de Medicis on the eve
of St. Bartholomew, introduced Protestant.
isin into Bearn. Our illustrious reformer,
Theodore de Beze, came there to preach,
and his doctirines were eagerly received by
the population. Nearly all the Bearnois
entered into the new communion, and thic
country became very flourisbing through
its industry, its agriculture, and its laws. —
Our King Henry 1V. was born at Pau, the
capital of this little State, and historians of-
ten call him Bearnois.
After he ascended the throne of the Va-
lnis, Bearn was annexed to France; aud
soon commenced horrible persecutions of
the inhabitants of this province, which last-
ed more thau a hundred and fifiy years. |
have not leisure to give, ia. this leiter, a
Yong historical sketch. It will suffice to
state, that the unhappy Bearnois were de-
prived by Louis XIIL. of most of their
echools and temples ; that they were driven
10 mass with staves and swordg and subject-
ed 1o the mast cruel treatmest, at the in-
stigation of the Jesuits. Louis XIV. con-
tinued the work of intolerance and iniquuty;
it was in Bearo that he made the first at-
tempt at dragooning. In brief, many of
the Bearnois emigrated to foreign lands;
some perished in dungeons and on the
scaffold ; others returned to popery, over-
come by the barbarity of their opressors ; so
that there ouly remains in this province
from 12,000 to 15,000 Protestants, There
were mote than 300,000 at the close of the
sixteenth century ! mournful result of perse-
cutions!

The reformers of Bearn, however, hav
established an Evangelisation Society, in
order to proclaim the Gospel to the Protest-
ants scattered in their province, and to the
travellers who come in great numbers, eve
re year, to the mineral waters of the Pyre-
nees. ‘They also intend to send evangelists

is very remarkable.
French Protestantism offers a few impor- | Iately to pass through this great industrial
I have recently re- i cily, and to assist at a meeting of colpor-
teurs, presided over by the pious and zea-
lous Pastor Flisch.
and the information given me by Mk Fisch,
deserve the most lively interest.

ces of worship, or independent chapels, in

an association to the prayers and liberality

of the faithful ; and [ discharge my duty in
beepeaking for it the sympathies of Chris-
tians of your country. '

THE PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL AT LYONS.
I have had occasion

I'he details I heard,

{

‘I'bere are at present, at Lyons, five pla-

which the word of God is regularly and
faithfully preached. The congregations
Some thou-
sands of families are” periodically visited,
either by the pastors themselves, or by the
colporteurs, or other Chistians, and the pop-
ulation receives alnpst everywhere these
visitors with joy ; it feels that they come not
from ambitious or selfish notives, but for
the good of souls, and the advancement of
the kingdom of Christ.
The priests and the monks, who abound
at Lyous (for it iseminently aclerical city),
have done everything in their power to im-
pede the work of the friends of the Gospel.
Calumnies, lies, ignoble pawmphlets, great
promises, odious threats, dumestic intrigues
and dissensions—they have ueglected no-
thing which would create obstacles to the
preaching of the truth. I do not say that
these perfidious manauvres have produced
no effect. Alas! there are always ignorant
and credulous men, who receive the lies of
priests as infallible oracles, and who fear
falling under the divine curse, should they
abandon the errors of popery. Neverthe-
less, the zeal and the good faith of the
Christians of Lyoas, their spirit of devoted-
ness, their perseveraunce, their charitable
works, have surmounted many difficulties.
Protestantism is at the present day honour-
ed at Lyons, and every one knows that the
reformers, instead of being infidels or athe-
ists, as the priests represent them, are filled
with zeal for the revelation of Christ.
Another sdversary, equally foratidable,
exists in this manufactuniag city, viz., So-
cialism ot Communism, which numbers a
wultitude of disciples among the working
classes. The colporteurs ol the Bible have
sad proof of this. They frequently meet
with artisans aud labourers who, ensiaved
by a stupid and fatal materialisin, obstinate-
ly repel all the declarations of the Gospel.
These uufortunates see nothing abave or
beyond this perishable world; their whole
coucern is to promote their physical well-
being, and, like the impivus oi the time of
St. Paul, they say, ‘“ Let us eat and drink,
for to-morrow we die ! It is very difficult
to reach the hearts of such people; their
mind 13 blinded by miserable sophisms;
their conscience is seared, and their soul is
cuslaved by carnal lusts.  Some, however,
have been brought to better scutiments;
they have made their faith honourable by

1o the Basques, an interesting und singular

eonlony 1n the mountaius.
are, properly speaking, neither French .
Spaniards ; their language is entirely dii
ent (ron that of surrovading nations ; 1.
habits and manners are peculiar, and 11
are stitl pagans rather than Cirisuans. I
is an excellent work to preach the word i
God to these half savages. Besides, there are
on the frontiers of Spain and France some
thousands of Bohkemicns (Euglish gypsics),
who have no religion at alt.  T'hey are va-
gabonds, thieves by profession, hivingin the
depths of the woods, and strangers to all
civilised life. Some Christiaus of Bearn
have already been among them. 'They
were at first received with coldness and dis-
trust; but having succeeded in making these
wretched people understand that they came
as fricads, desirous of contributing to ther
religious and social relief, they were imme-
diately surrounded by a joyful and grateful
crowd, who requested them to send a pas-
tor. ‘The Evangelisatinn Society will uot
lose sight of the spiritual necessities of
these gypsies, and it hopes to bring thewn
by degrees to-the Chrisuian faith.

This Society has more than one precious
mission to fulfil. I suppose that the Lng-
lish, who form a numerous colony in the
city of Pau, will write to their brethren in
Great Britaia to recommend so wnteresting

caistare also the most peaceful citizens.

X. X. X,

| Belginm,
Eatract of a letter from L. C. Anet, dated
| Brassels, Sept. 18, 1550,
For my part, | confess, [ did not ven-
tture to hope, at the commencement of the
vear, for the blessings the Lord is picased
to grant us. ‘I'nere are, it 13 true, some
‘sunll congregitions that do not appear to

cipal stations 13 yet the seat of an awaken-
ing. Labouverie, which for some years
was stationary, now progresses in a delight-
ful manner. ‘I'he room for worship 1s o
small, 1t is necessary to tind some means of
enlarging it. At Charleroy, a rewparkable
degree of Chrisuan life is wmanifested, and
the audience is more numerous than it has
ever been. Juaet goes on well. A Leers
'le Fosteau, the Marquis d’ Aoust has ercot-
fcd a place of worship, which comprises «
school-foum and master’s residence, and i,
moreover, the most beautiful temple the
Protestants possess in Belsium.  You have
a description and tithographed view of 1t n
the Chrictien Belge. We were present at
the opening of it on the 19th August st ;

s wood conducet, and proved, 10 times of
These Buasques oonicad trouble, that the new disciples of

had a numerous auditory; the church was
too small to coutain the attentive multitude.
The Marquis d’Aoust has taken legal
measures to ensure the perpetual enjoyment
of it for evangelical worship, together with
a residence for the pastor, with garden and
orchard, and an annual income to provide
for preaching the Gospel, and eover the ex-
pense of a school.
young churches endowed, and provided with
the material means of support. May the
Lord be pleased to continue his blessing,
without which this endowment will be of
little worth. ‘

At Licge we were visited, two months
ago with a sore trial. God has taken 1o
himself our beloved brother, Pastor Girud ;
itis an unspeakable loss to us and to the
work, for Mr. Girod was one of the mast
useful men we had. We felt some uneasi-
ness for the congregation, when God took
away our friend ; but it is remarkable that
a spirit of union, life, and fervour, with
much more of faith, is manifested in this
congregation since the death of its beloved
pastor than before: and the audience bhas
sensibly iucreased. Messrs. Cornesonqueir,
pastor at Nessonvaux ; Cacheur, pastor at
Lize et Seraing; and Mr. Leduue, pastor of
Verviers, will each conduct the service
once a week.

At Lize le Seraing we have settled a pas-
tor about seven weeks aco. For the past
two years, Mr. Girod went to preach there
every alternate Monday evening, and lor
the last seven or eight months, Mr. Ledune
has been there likewise once a fortuight.—
‘The congregation consisted of about 290
persans; of late it is inereased ; and since
there has been a pastor, it exceeds 300.—
Many souls there are seriously impressed;
and many have already exhibited the holy
fruits of faith. I'hose who have decidedly
brokea with Rome, appear to show more
zeal and devotedness than others, consider-
ing the short timre that they have heard the
preaching of the Gospel. They have de-
cided to build a church (at present they
are obliged to assemble in a large bhall-
room) ; for this purpose they have opened a
sabscription, which has hitherto been cou-
fined to the workmen, and which already a-
mounts to about 400 francs. A widow has pre-
sented them with the ueedful grouud, in a
very convenient situation. They are also
about to opea a school. It will be confid-
ed to the care of an intelligent workman,
who ardeutly ~ecks mstruction for hunseit,
and who his already acquired the kaow-
ledyge which ranks him with vood teachers.

Here is one of vurgtrgently and repeatedly solicited |}

e

struction. Under the tujt;
band, she became a cunoid:?:bl:f }:e;.‘ hus.
in Algebra, and with a view o 'IEI":‘ Cient
self for the office of preceptur l:h erl y b':'
son, who was destined 10 a mllitim:"er .
fession, made herself perfect in T .
metry and the theory of Navigation, M
Jones, aflter the death of her husband, '.;
Countess of Macclesfield to remain ll’Sb':‘
born Castle; but having formed o e f.
the education of her son, wi an lllnh:
able determination to punuela, and bein.
apprehgnsive that her residence at She;bg.g
might interfere with the execution of j
she declined accepting the friendly invity.
tion of the Countess, who never ceased n
ret1in the most affectionate regard for her
In the plan adepted by Mre. -Jones ’fﬂ'ﬂle
education of her son, she proposed 10 reject
the severity of discipline, and 10 jead hig
mind insensibly to knowledge aud exertio
by exciting his curiosiiy and directing it b
useful objects. »
She so cultivated his mind, .that at foer
years of age he was able to read’ any Eug.
lish book, and until his cighth or nint)
year, she was his only preceptor. Whey
in bis ninth year he had the misfortune w
break his thigh bone, which detained hin
at home wmore than a year; fus mother was
his constant comnpanin, and amused hig
daily by the perusal of such English booke
as were adapted to his taste and capacily.
T'o his incessant importuiities for iforma.
tion she was in the habit of using aue reply,
which, from his earliest years, made a dee
impression _on him. This remark was,
* Read and you will knox.! Al a subee
quent period of bis life, Sir William Joses
was iu the habit of saying, that he owed all
his intellectual improvements to his early
vbedience to his mcther's favourite' mazim,
—*' Read and you will krow.

With regard to religious instructios, she
early taught him the creed andthe ten con-
mandments, but one effect of her daily max:
un 15 1oo remarkable to be passed over ia
silence.  One morning, as he was turning
over the leaves of the Bible in his mother’s
closet, his attention was forcibly arrested
by he sublime description ofThe skge, ia
the tenth chapter of Revelation; and the
impression which his mind received was
never alter erased. At a period of matare
judgment, he considered the pusege @
equal in sablimity to any of the iaspired
writings, and far superior toany thet cuuld
be produced from were human compos-
tion~: and he was fond of relating sad

——

Everything leads us to hope that the Lord
will raise for hunself, 1 that place, one of
the best and most numerous conzregations
in this country.

We may say, with joy and lively gratitude,
that the awoakemung s extending, that the
kingdom of God advances. We are the
more rejoiced and encouraged at tns, as
for several weeks past we have not sowrht
o extend our labours; owing to the pecu-
niary straits in which we have been couun-
ually placed.

Shepherd. When we see the Lord give s

It 13 pleasant 1o be thas
urged forward by the hand of the Great|

mentonin s the raptare which he feh 'hl
'le firt read 1. I'ius remarkable incideot
ook piace before he had completed bis
[filtn year, .

l s spritual attainments as 3 Christiaa
were quite worthy of s learning aod liter-
l ary di-tneuon, I his mature yelu.ﬂll
| he bad secured enduning lame and workdly

Ubhononrs, he says: *1 have cnrefnﬂyﬂ‘

‘ regularly perused the Holy Scnptures,

\ Jlame called the

| amm of opruion, that 1,',8. velume e
Lole, imlu;n-nJenl ol its divine ongih
contans mere sublinnty, purer mor_aluy.'
aud finer strains ol

more unportitt Listory,

, add to their nu:nbers, but each of the prin-'

spiritaal benediction, we are constraimed to ¢

believe that he will not withhold the tem- | ©
poral supplies. il

At this moment it is indeed necessary for
us to believe with ali our hearts that God
will give us our duly bread, for we are
wantof 11000 w0 12,000 franes, todisehar e |
our accounts ou the 3Jth of this month,— {4
Pray tor us, then dear brotier, and et those
society send to it s ‘ f
specdiiy as possible, the fruits of their libe- |
raliy.

Fwho et ad onr

Jamily Civcle.

This learned and distinguished man was 1
born in London, ou the eve of St. M:chael,
in the year 1746. Mr. Jones, his father,
survived the birth of his son Wilham but !t
three years; lus family was respectable, and § ¢
qis character excellent.
education of Witham now devolved upoun
his: mother, who, in many respects, was
reminently qualified for the task.
by nature a strong understengding, which

and, although the rain fell in wrrents, we

was improved by s conversation and n_{t

way across the couuiry
e 14
4 He arrived the next morhing

something to eat
reposed a Linde.

and the futher walkmy the
Thue galiey

I'he care of the|ciuscthey cot

2 3
cec me driven to despair,

1 i 1]
Jovaence, than can be coliected [romb:'
ther luml\s, 10 whiiever la“!"ngel 1
vay have been written.'— Dr. Burns.

Trath Stranzr than Fietiods
' 1]
The Paris corrospotdent of the St. Lov
Lepublhican relates e fallowng o i
A youug mon recent'y made hl;l -"
comn b ealeys at Toulouse. : »
‘ i it nd soon made
troug and viforous, and soon e
and escaped P
pefore a o

in an open fichd, and stopped rkh
and concealment W N
2ut he found lhq inmales

] e | e pst distress.—
are in th ;ueau. -
W the cott ' ol

ane

v v- ) . 3 "“ * :‘! . ,',f‘ -:‘( mn a )
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