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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER |
PENTECOST
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In the gospel of to day our Lord says |
that the perfect love of God and of our |
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neighbor fulfiils all the law aud the com-
mandments of Godt hl'nu',:h the prophets.
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grace he
call that a high

spiritual state. No

¢ to do m

re.  In general, we

a more exalted

, there are degrees

even in this depending upon the particu-
lar grace it plenses God to give to one

person or another.

Oune star differeth

from another star

in brightoess and glory, and so shall the
glory of the Christians differ in heaven,

accordingZ Lo vne
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their souis while in
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are called striet

Christian laws, which one must obey or
lose heaven, there are certain prineiples
of Christianity called Evangelical coun-
sels—namely, poverty, chastity, and

obedience, Some

folks fancy these

counsels apply ouly to monks, nuns, and

priests. That is

great mistake,

Monks, nuns and priests receive grace
and are bouud by their vocation to prae-
tise these counsels in a high manner,

A secular priest,
called to practise

povert

for instanee, is not
in the same |

manner as a priest of a religious order,
although he or even a layman living in
the world may practise that counsel, as

he may the other counsels, too, just as | toleration at these

perfectly as any monk ever heard of.,
All depends on the grace one has. His
voeation and his responsibility and his
position in heaven all hang on his fidel-

ity to grace.

A!l Christians should practise the

counsel of poverty.

Yes, both rich and
poor. The spirit of poverty is detach- |

ment from created things., Oune's heart
msut not be set on them. One must not
love riches for their own sake. One
must feel obliged to share with the poor,
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he poor, but love
One must give

and all his pomps,
One must, therefore,

deny himself in

many things that savor of the pride of
riches, even if he is rich. Why ?  Not
because he is a monk, nun or priest, but
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Jonvention at Washingt
ster, of the Detroit
the amazing statemer

FOR APPALLING

AND MEN IN
CHURCHES
Sunday School
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it that 7o per cent

of all the boys over thirteen years of

age in the Protestant
the United States are
and never make profe

I'he Detroit ree

Sunday schools of

lost to the Church

sions of faith,
Press has been

giving some thought to the matter. It
finds that Mr. Foster is sure of his facts,

quoting him as saying ;
after
tion and experience.”

that caleulation

study,

yhserva
And practicaily

all the delegates in the meeting agreed

with him. An

shocked by it, remar
most astonishing statement I have heard

In

in this country.

nglish  delegate,

d:  “This is the

England we do not

lose more than 3 per cent."”

Continuing the

Englishman called

Christian, aad at
questions, What are
Sunday schools doing?  Wonld the re- |
‘nr«- x( the latter
gother 2 What |

sult be better or
were abandoned

Free Press says :
“ Mr. Foster's statement, wi
‘astonishing,’
be called appalling by every sincere
onece provokes the |
the churches and |
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happens to the chilc h. n after they leave

the ‘Sunday sch

from the f;mh‘_‘
v

gehools really
all, that is so

rubbed off afterwards ?
“The situation
gerious by another
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to the mind spontaneously. If 75 per
cent. of the Sunday school ehildren a
lost to the Chureh, what becomes of the

children of Protestant parentage who |

do not go to Sunday school at all, and
what percentage of the whole do these
represent It would seem, allowing
Mr, Foster's estimate, that considerably
l¢ than 25 per cent.—very consider
ably—of each Protestant generation is
1 to any Christian faith,

What is the element in the English
Sunday school or church, which re-
duces the loss to the insignificant figure
of less than 3 per cent. if we are to be-
lieve the Eoglish delegate quoted above?
Can it be anything else vhan the fact
that in Great Britain, at least among
the Anglicans, the work of the Suuday
school is continued every day in ordin-
ary school, and the secular branches
are sandwiched, so to speak, with re-
ligious teaching ? If Protestant Chris-
tianity is not altogether to disappear in
this eountry, it is worth while giving
more serious consideration to this sub-
ject of religious education of children
than |it has yet received. The Catho-
lies and Lutherans regard it so serious-
ly that they are making tremendous
sacrifices to support reiigious schools of
their own, besides paying their share of

the taxes which support the public |

system. Farnest Protestants here and
there are beginuing to look with more
efforts, and even to
envy the zeal which inspires them.
Will they eventually come to imitate

them, or will the process of paganization |
| be permitted to go until it is too late ? |

* We have not a word to say as to the

| expediency of such a movement, but it

is easy to see that the present publie
school system eannot be utilized for re-
ligious teaching of any eflicient sort.
The attempt to find a common sort of
generalized  Christianity, some com-
promise on doctrinal points, which all
could accept and have taught in the
publie sehools, is plainly in vain.”
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FLIMSY EXCUSES OFFERED
FOR THE FAULT IN ENGLAND.
THE REAL REASON. CARDIN-

AL GIBBONS' VIEW

Preaching in St. Peter's chureh, Mar-
low, recently, Father Bernard Vaughan,
the famous HKnglish Jesuit, whose ser-
mons on “ I'n. Sins of Society " stirred
all England a few said the
burning question in the religious world
to day seemed to be this : Why are our
churches empty ? It was a question
that thousands of people were offering
to solve, and the press had opened its
columns, inviting explanation of this
disastrous state of things in a land which
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period in the his-

y of lifte, men were being drawn away
from God through the sense It was
through the senses that they must bring
them back to God. They must mbi
i members of that m , S0
hat the whole of its mer rht be
vitilized, inspired, actuated and domin
ated by one and the same Christian lite
He would tell them why the people of
Kngland did not go to Church.
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'hey were play
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at religion ; they
were not in dead earnest about relig
I'hey did 1
al God Whe lemanded of them a life

really believe in a person-

worthy of a Christian calling. They
failed to remember that a day was not
long hence when they would be rung up
by the Master and told to give an ac
count of their stewa dship. The people

were not going to Church
y did not see what there
If they were a thoroughly
believing people they would be practical
in their religion—for they were pre-em-
inently a practical people. Then the
golf ball, the ericket bat, the motor, the
steamboat, the launch, the entertain-
ments, the amusements, the expeditions,
the river, the mountain and the road
might offer ten thousand times greater
attractions than they actually did ull(l
those attractions would fail to drag a

because th

| man from his Church when he felt it

his duty to go.
A MATERIAL, SELF-CENTERED PEOPLF

There was the same reason for the
empty Church as for the empty cradle.
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| We were become a self-centered, mater- ‘

ial people, loving frivolity, folly and
amusements before duties, What Eng- |

| land was suffering from was apostasy

from God. We were a compromising |

| people, who would not tell their coun-
| teymen their faults. 1€ from every pul- |
| pit in the land there went forth the

ery, * Come back to Christ"”" iustead of |
“ Come back to the land,” there might
yet once again be hope for this dear
land. It was with a nation as with an
individual, il the nation abandoned the

e | worship of God, if its Churches were
| empty, its souls would be empty,
| Heaven would be empty and hell would

nd

be full of his countrymen,

in eonclusion, he said that though he
recoguized the Sunday as a day of wor-
ship, he also remembered that it was a
day of recreation. It was a day for the
entertainment both of the body and the
soul. IHe was no Sabbatarian, believing |

| in long, dreary, disastrous-looking eoun-

tenances, He wished a man, when Sun-
day came round, if he was alone, to go
to Chureh and then go forth and show
that service of God had made him a |
better neighbor, a better father, a better
child, a better citi |

Conditions in K
Father Vaughan are

nd spoken of by
not much different |

| in this country. It is interesting to

have the view of a distinguished Ameri-
can Churchman upon them.

CARDINAL GIBBONS' VIEW

Cardinal Gibbons is spending a few
weeks' wvacation at Southhamption,
Long Island, Last Saturday afternoon
he sat on the spacious veranda of the
large country house where he is visiting
and watching the automobiles flit down
the road before him in one unending
»-Lrn-.un. moralized on the dangers of self-
ce that have beset all repub-

4 l! iink,” he said, * we are closely
approaching the age of extravagance
and inordinate pleasure enjoyed by |
Rome just before her fall. The ery of
to-d is for more and more riches.
The rich man is greedy for more, It is
the same with the well-to-do. It is the |
same everywhere,
ruly, we have many generous ones

| among the rich, but I would wish that |

more of them were considerate of the |
unfortunate. This great desire for |
riches is making the people very sel-
fish. [

* Then there is the desire for inor-
dinate pleasures,”

An automobile whirled by in a cloud
of dust. The Cardinal pointed ufter it
and continued: *“You see, we have

| many more channels of pleasure than

were to the patrieians of Augustus
(wsar's time: yet thewe is the desire
for new pleasures and more pleasures,

“ I believe the gospel of Christ will
save the present situation, There was

no Christ, you remember, to save Rome.’
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PROTESTANT VS. THE CATHO-
LIC PULPIT
CURRENT WRITER SAYS DIFFER-
ENCES BETWEEN THEM EX-
PLAIN PR T RELIGIOUS
CONDITIONS IN THIS COUNTRY

Among the letters submitted to Col-
lier's Weekly on “The Church in Our
I'own " eonte a ort Wayne man, Mr.
IL V. Sweringen, writes to say that the
pulpit is to blame for the malady with
which the Protestant Church in t
country is plainly a
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of Mass, he can say to the
* Come down from heaven,’
ely Christ obeys. . . comes

rests on our altars, within
the little chalice or the cold eibori

* What earthly power can vic
this, or, may 1 add, what heavenly power
| either The angels, indeed, see our

| Lord face to face, but then they are not
permitted to hold Him in their hands or
to control His movements, . . . The

rulers of the world have power to open

and close the prison gates of earth, but
the priest can open and close the g
of heaven and hell,

“¢ An earthly judge can restore the in
nocent alone to freedom, but a priest car
give the blessing even to the guilty.

llu angels, indeed, may keep away the
ovil its which surround this poor
child of Adam; Mary may pray for him;
but neither the angels nor Mary can re

move one single sin from his soul. Who |

can do this for him ?  The priest of God.
Go, therefore, where vou will, to heaven
or through this earth, you will find only
one created being who ¢

| sinner. And that being is the Catholic
| priest.’

| “These surely are words of no uncer- :

t ain sound. There e no “ifs" or

‘a nds " about them. They are words of

tm-.nm[ pron ounced authority, s poken

| by one who speaks * as one having author-

| ity ' not only, but who firmly and sin-

cerely believes in the authority and in
| the truth of what he utters with it.

| “ Let us now consider the Protestant

minister. Does he preach * asone hav-

| ing authorit,' with pesitiveness and as-

surance ? Ask him if he believes in |

| God and you will not get the direct and
positive answer that you would get from
a priest, but he must stop to explain,

| argue, qualify, and dilate upon his |
reply, and when completed you are no |

wiser than you were before. Ask him
it he believes that Christ was the Son

¢l of God and he will return an equi-

vocal answer. Ask him if he
believes in a future existence and

he will not give you a direct answer in |
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The testing of a new fire extinguisher,
the invention of a French cleric, the,
| Abbe Daney,at Bordeaux the other day,
was made the occasion of a rather not- | We pay too much compliment to his
| able demonstration. As many as ten | attending to his temptations. I w
thousand persons were present at the | never seek to pay a compliment to s
test. The Archbishop's secretary, three | low, infernal rascal as that.
hundred other ecclesiastics, scores of ‘
Mayors of towns in Southwest France,
and a I.lr;.e number ..[ forest proprietors
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The flames rose to the height of a hun-

dred fee
‘(‘nm]vln-n-ly extinguished them in

cessfully put out in three seconds. The

officers of the fire department and other |

specialists pronounce the test to have BLOOD and BODY

been marvelous aud quite conelusive,

g g that Abbe Daney has revolu- ~

1‘::::.1'/‘.‘]“1 the methods of fire-fighting.| and absorbed into the cir
Ave Maria. lators

Father Bernard Vaughan, S. J., in an
address recently at the Conference on ity.
Publiec Morals held in London gave
advice in energetic words as to how to
deal with the devil. If you belong to W LLOYD WOOD
God, said he, you must be a fighting . 3

man. Be a soldier, as St. Paul says.
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is not accidental, but the natural result of the
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One of the most important
business transactions which
sensible minded men should
perform on time is that of
making proper provision for
those who are depending on
them for the necessities of life
\ “ The only way to do this is
AME M ia}"tr“,’-v by means of life insurance,
The only way to do it on time
is to act now while in health
The most satisfactory way is t
insure at once in the

North American
Life Assurance Lompany ;
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| A French Abbey's Fire Extinguisher | comes—the mean cur. Tell him to

hell, I believe that is his home, -«
| him home and tell him to sit ther
| his own hob and keep the door well ¢

but the abbe's invention |

is an ideal preparation
building up the
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y fluid than any other
preparation of iron.
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