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THE WESTERN OUTLET.

Manitoba is no longer the “West” that it was
only a few years ago. At least the “Far West,” which
includes British Columbia and the new provinces of
Alberta and Saskatchewan, is what is usually meant
when one refers to the wonderful development being
made in new settlement, grain-growing and trans-
portation matters. The extraordinarily rapid growth
of the Edmonton district and the eqgally marvellous
manner in which winter-wheat has come to the front
in the formerly great ranching region of which Cal-
gary is the centre, indicate that ere long the problem
will be to find the most economic outlet for the vast
stores of agricultural and perhaps mineral wealth in
the Far West of Canada seeking profitable markets.
The greater part of the immense production of Mani-
toba will, no doubt, continue as heretofore to roll
eastward by way of Fort William. But as prefaced,
Mapitoha is a long way from being the centre of the
probable future West, and just in the same way that
eastern ports may be the natural outlet for its pro-
duction, such outlet for the products of that portion
of the West which is nearer the Pacific Ocean must
be sought in the contrary direction. '

Fortunately, it would appear that the natural
markets and the natural outlet are in harmony. From
all accounts, Japan and China are rapidly” becoming

consumers of bread. - Japan has lately been calling
loudly for Canadian flour. What more natural then
than for the great new grain fields of Alberta to ship
their produce through the western gateway of the
Pacific incouver, and through any other port
created by the Grand Trunk Pacific! Haulage would
be say a profitable market would be developed,
and great Canadian ports would be built up on the
.Paci(,, board. This is a side of the matter which
’S' now o4 urgent]_\- hrnng]\t to the attention of the '
Nation insportation Commission by the Calgary

Joard of Trade, and other important bodies in
Alberta and British Columbia.

Anotther question, which has been taken @p more
particularly by the Edmonton board, is the improve-
ment of navigation on the Saskatchewan River, which
undoubtedly would be of great benefit to the enormous
agricultural country passed through by it. And still
another matter, the importance of which to the growth
of the West can hardly be exaggerated, is the finding
of a route to Europe by way of Hudson’s Bay. If
feasible, such a course would be the means of sav-
ing hundreds of miles, not only compared with other
Canadian routes, but with those in the United States
as well. The importance of this latter.point is such
as can be readily understood.
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THE HARDWARE TRADE.

The hardware trade may be said to be in good
shape, judging from reports by wholesale dealers in
Ontario and Quebec. There is some complaint as
to slackness in payments from the North-West, but
hardly so much so as in the case with some other
lines of merchandise. The excellent crops in the
prairie country as well as in Ontario, have given
retail mercharits cause to fage the future with renewed
light hearts, and the consequence is seen in the dis-
position to send in good sized orders for all lines of
seasonable articles.

Among the most prominent features of the trade
at present is the heavy call for builders’ hardware,
due, we suppose, to.the desire to make such head-
wayv as possible in building houses before the close
both of navigation and of constructive operations,
Nails. screws, bolts, nuts, hinges, cement, are all in
‘active demand. Of window glass the same may be
caid. but recent heavy advances in price caused a
slight falling off. Sporting goods are also in demand,




