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Some conversions took place in 
this Catholic town of Dungarvan. dur
ing our missions there. I reter my 
readers to a notable one which I have 
recorded in my essay on ’Remarkable 
Conversions.’’ As a rule we did not 
seek to make many converts among 
those who were outside the one true 
Church; we felt that our chief voca- 
tion was to evangelize the poor and 
to preach the Gospel to the lost 
sheep of the House of Israel, or the 
household of Faith. The time of a 
mission is generally both too «short 
and too hurried to enable those who 
are engaged in it to impart sufficient 
instruction to such as are seeking as
ter the truth. But we do not neglect 
to introduce such seekers to the 
priests of the locality, so that after 
our departure the little spark may be 
kindled into a bright light and a 
burning flame. I do not apply these 
remarks to the admirable and fruit
ful missions to non-Catholics which 
are at the present day so tmuch in 
vogue, and which are doing so much 
good especially in the United States 
of America. It will be easily under
stood that these non-Catholic mis
sions are. .not. preached because they 
are not needed in Catholic Ireland.

great mission going on. So I went 
into the chapel there abroad, and 
when I went round I read the names 
of the holy fathers over their boxes, 
for I am a good scholar, thanks be 
to God, and there I saw Father Fox. 
O wirra, wirra, what will become of 
me at all ?" Father G.— tried to 
console her and told her to go with 
him, as the children had just left tbe 
chapel and that I must have returned 
to my confessional. Just as I sat 
down I saw Father G— pulling for
ward towards me the good woman 
whom he had in tow, having hold of 
her clock.; and when he came close to 
me he said, "Father, will you speak 
to this poor woman. She is break
ing her heart, because she thinks she 
has cursed you." I soon sent her 
home happy by telling her that al
though I bore the same name as "the 
rogue of a fox" who had destroyed 
all her cherished poultry, yet I had 
no claim to belong to that breed or 
generation-.

As a proof of the vast crowds .who 
were gathered together to take part 
in our first mission in Duugarvan I 
need only state the following fact. 
It is our custom to invite those who 
come for the renewal of their baptis
mal vows at the close of the exer
cises to bring with them a wax can
dle, which is held in the hand during 
the baptismal promises and is after
wards placed in a basket at the cha
pel door as the people retire to their 
homes. They are recommended to do 
this, not only as a suitable offering 
to the altar, but also that when they 
see candles burning there, either at 
Mass or at Benediction of the Blesse<| 
Sacrament, they may be induced to 
renew their obligations in the pre
sence of their Lord and Master. But 
the fact to which I would draw your 
attention is that when we returned 
to preach another mission at , Dun- 
gar van, at the end of three years, 
there was still a large supply of 
altar candles in the sacristy, though 
the parish priest was noted for his 
lavish display of lights, especially fer 
Benediction. He assured me that he 
had not purchased a pound of candles 
during the intervening period and 
would not need to do so for some 
years to come.

proviso that those belonging to ei
ther one or the other must be in the 
plural number, they were obliged to 
bring a poor lunatic from Cashel, 
otherwise the Anglican chaplain 
would have been deprived of his sa
lary. We were informed that the 
good man was actually without any 
stipend for his exacting labors for 
nearly a month, but on the arrival of 
the insane woman from Cashel, hav
ing again two souls to look after, 
his salary once more amounted to 
the same sum of money as was re
luctantly given to the priest who had 
several hundreds of Catholics under 
the same rvGf who looked to him for 
spiritual aid and consolation. But 
this is but one specimen of the harsh 
and tantalizing manner in which our 
co-religionists were treated under the 
reign of Protestant supremacy.

was to have escorted us through the 
village, but through some accident it 
was too late. But we had the full 
benefit of its noise, If not Its melody 
while we were at dinner in the pres
bytery. The instrumentalists had 
five drums and two fifes, and these 
had been borrowed from friends in 
Clonmel. As not one of this queer 
band had the least knowledge of 
music, their aim was to compensate 
for their ignorance by making as 
much noise as they could. A few 
days afterwards one of the drummers 
who was an altar boy, told me that 
to his great dismay he had broken 
his drum, and being/bound to return 
his instrument intact he was at a 
loss to know what to do. Later on 
seeing that his face had brightened 
up I asked him what he had done 
about the drum, and he told me that 
he had killed a kid and1 had had the 
skin dressed, so that he obtained suf
ficient leather wherewith to repadr the 
accident. On asking him how much 
he would have to pay in restitution 
for the hid that he had stolen, he re
plied that it would only amount to 
about half a crown. Kids and goats 
were evidently cheap enough in that 
part of the world.

C. M. B. A.
Branch 26 of the C.M.B.A. of Cana

da entertained their friends and pa
trons to a very pleasant and suc
cessful enchre on Wednesday evening, 
the 11th instant. As it was an
nounced this would be the last euchre 
given by the Branch for the present 
season, a large number availed them
selves of the opportunity of flnlshhig 
tbe season with the members of good 
old "26." There were six very beau
tiful prizes, the winners being :

Ladies:—1st, Mrs. Jas. Callaghan. 
2nd. Miss Margaret Reynolds; 3rd. 
Miss Annie E. McDonagh.

Gentlemen.—1st, Mr. Owen Tansey; 
2nd, Master Heffernan; 3rd, J. A. 
Hartenstein.

After the prizes were distributed, 
refreshments were served, and the 
gathering broke up with cheers for 
the officers, members and patrons of 
Branch 26.

TEMPERANCE NOTES,

An amusing incident took place 
during our first visit to Dungarvan.
I was deputed to give a catechetical 
instruction to the children every day, 
except Sunday, at midday. During 
this time the other Fathers, after 
taking a slight lunch in the sacristy, 
would walk in the large grave-yard 
outside the Church, and recite their 
Vespers and Compline. One day
when Father G-----  was thus walking
to and fro, reciting his Vespers, 
respectably dressed country woman 
seated herself on one of the large 
flat stones, with the evident purpose 
of attracting his attention. She was 
rocking herself from side to. side with 
the hood of her cloal* partly drawn 
over her head, and was soboing au»- 
dibJy. When he had finished his Ves-f 
pers he stopped in front of her and 
said : "What is the matter, my good 
woma ? You seem to be greatly 
troubled." She looked up at him 
and replied : "Oh 1 wirra, wirra, Fa
ther, what’ll I do at a$ll ? I've com
mitted a sin that I don’t believe the 
great God in Heaven can forgive me 
for itl" "O don’t say that," said 
Father G— "But tell me what you 
did, and perhaps I can help you.” 
"Well, then, Father, I’ll tell you the 
whole truth. I live about twelve 
miles from Dungarvan, at the foot 
of the Commeraghs. 1 have a good 
farm there, and I used to have a 
great many cock* and hens, and I 
was very proud of them, God forgive 
me ! So one morning not long ago, 
when the girl who went out to milk 
the cowb came back to tell me that a 
rogue of a fox had broken into tbe 
hen house and had killed all my ’beau
tiful cocks and hens except one old 
cock that was no good, I up and 
cursed all hie name, breed and gene
ration to the end of

I .invite you now to accompany me 
to the ancient city of Thurles, the 
residence of the Archbishop of Cashel 
and Emly, where the Diocesan Col
lege is situated, and where there 
are two convents, one of the Ursu- 
ldnes, and the other of the Presentar 
tion nuns. At the time when we 
gave a great mission there some 
years ago, these convents were call
ed the two greenhouses, because the 
two superiors were sisters of the 
name of Green. As these orders of 
women are both enclosed, and there 
was a considerable space between the 
two convents, there was no possibil
ity of the Rev. Mother Green of the 
Ursulines visiting her sister, the Rev. 
Mother Green of the Presentation 
nuns, nor vice versa, so they adopted 
a code of signals by which they 
could hold communication with each 
other every morning and evening. The 
parish was widely extended, and there 
had never been a mission there be
fore, and as the Archbishop wished 
that every parish should have its 
own mission, when he found that the 
throngs which crowded around us be
came overpowering, he restricted our 
faculties to those who belonged to 
the parish of Thurles. But the tricks 
which the would-be penitents played 
in order to get to confession were 
both varied and amusing. We had 
announced that no one coming from 
the Union Workhouse would be kept 
waiting, as it was not always easy 
for them to obtain permission to. get 
out, and when we had repeated ap
plications to the effect that they be
longed to the Union, we remarked to 
one of the curates that the Union 
must be very large, but he told us 
that these tricksters belonged to the 
union of parishes under the one 
Dean, and they had no connection 
with the Workhouse at all.

I have already mentioned that in 
going from the Cathedral to the col
lege we had to traverse the main 
street of the town. On one Satur
day during our mission the horse fair 
was being held in the street. As ,1 
was endeavoring to thread my way 
through a crowd of men and horses, 
a young farmer,—who was exhibiting 
the paces and descanting upon the 
points of a mare which he was anxi
ous to sell, shouting out that ho 
would not let her go under twenty 
pounds,—saw me, and rushed to
wards me., Catching hold of me by 
the cloak with one hand, while grasp
ing the rein of his marc with the 
other, he insisted on my blessing her. 
I foresaw that I would be his pri
soner for an indefinite period if I did 
not do something to please him, and 
as there would be no harm in bless
ing a horse any more than others of 
God’s creatures, whether animate or 
inanimate, I went through some sort 
of a ceremony, more visible than au
dible, I believe, and I was immedi
ately released. All eyes were turned 
on me, and I must confess I was not 
sorry to be free again, for the mare 
who was not yet broken in was danc
ing and prancing perilously near to 
me. I then succeeded in forcing my 
way to the college gate, but while 
doing so I heard the young farmer’s 
stentorian voice as he cried out, 
asked twenty pounds for her a while 
ago, but I will not let her go now 
for a penny under forty pounds, 
double that sum, for the Holy Father 
(meaning me) has blessed her." Whe
ther he succeeded in driving his bar
gain or not 1 cannot tell, all I can 
sa)7 is that when we returned to our 
work in the Cathedral after dinner 
there was no sign of either horse or 
man, and my curiosity was not suffi
cient to induce me to make enquiries, 
lest I should be detained for , any 
similar benediction ceremony.

keting, and when that was finished I 
said I would do something for 
Poor soul, for I knew I was in mor
tel sin, and I also knew there was a

With regard to the Union Work- 
house, we convened half the Protes
tants in the institution, for there 
were only two there who were not 
Catholics, and one of those applied

____ __ ^ vâ ......... .............. for reception into the Church. AS
into Dungarvan to-day to do my mak- the unjust and partial law of the

land bestowed the same salary on the 
chaplain to the Catholics as it gave 
to him who was presumed to Mini»-

There was no part of Ireland 
which our services were more fre
quently asked for than in the county 
Tipperary, and the adjacent counties 
of Waterford and Limerick. I may 
safely say that we could not accept 
one half of the invitations which 
were showered upon us. At the com
mencement of Advent we generally 
prearranged our programme for the 
ensuing year. The majority of de
mands for missions included either 
Lent or the month of May, but 
our laborers were very limited we 
were compelled to decline a far grea
ter number than we could accept. The 
immense crowds that assembled at 
these missions included thousands in 
many instances that had no chance of 
getting to confession, excepting, where 
we received help from the surround
ing secular priests who were all cha
ritably disposed to each other, but 
the people came to listen to tbe ser
mons, and to take part in the im
pressive ceremonies, and even though 
they might not have received the Sa
crament of Penance, they returned to- 
their distant homes jubilant and* 
happy. The village of Ardflnsn ,1s 
one of the lovely localities which I 
shall always look back to with de
light. There is a union of three 
parishes there. Ardfinan, The, Grange 
and Ballybacon, the pastor and two 
curates live in the first named of 
these places. The greatest enthusi
asm prevailed in tbe extensive neigh
borhood on the occasion of our long>- 
ant/cipated mission; the Ardfinanites 
were now to share in privileges which 
had been accorded to such important 
centres at Clonmel, Cahir, Clog^- 
been, etc., not to speak of places 
more remote, such eue Waterford, 
Dungarvan and Cappoquin. Trium
phal arches, flags and banners were

ter to the Protestants, with the pole in evidence in all directions. A hand

There are few subjects of more im
portance which claim the attention 
and judgment of those who urc 
preaching missions than that of res
titution. Penitents who have made 
themselves amenable to the eternal 
law of justice are sometimes so com
pletely dejected by the apparent im
possibility of restoring what they 
have taken or kept unjustly, that 
they are often kept away from the re
ception of the Sacraments. The con
fessor on the other hand is bound 
not only to make himself thoroughly 
acquainted with aM the circumstances 
of the theft or injustice, but also 
with the capability of the penitent 
to compensate for what burdens his 
conscience. Thus if it were the gov
ernment that had been cheated ho 
might suggest that a certain number 
of postage stomp» should be purchas
ed and then destroyed; if some Indivi
dual hod been injured to a compara
tively small degree, or the means of 
the person bound to restitution were 
but limited, he might enclose some 
postage stamps hi an envelope and 
have it directed to the person foi 
Whom it was destined. The latter 
may wonder from whom the stamp» 
have arrived, but he certainly will 
not throw them into the fire. Care 
should be taken in such cases to keep 
an exact account of the amount oi 
restitution which is being made. If 
some one who is tolerably well oft 
Isnoxvs that he is bound to restore to 
the last farthing, he may do so di
rectly himself, or as often happens he 
may ask- his confessor to perform 
this duty for him, ns no owe fs bound 
to accuseh himself. I have often been 
requested to render this aid to those 
who were in trouble, but I always 
insisted on certain conditions. First 
that the penitent» should give mo 
the name of the person to whom 
the money was due, and secondly 
that he should give me his own name 
and direction, so that I could de
mand a receipt from the creditor, 
whether the debt was wiped out in 
installments or in full. But in spite 
of all precautions the confessor may 
sometimes find himself to be the re
cipient of more abuse than gratitude. 
In one of our missions I received a 
large sum of money to hand over 
to the leading merchant of the town, 
upon this gentleman and handed to 
On the day after the mission I called 
him a roll of bank notes. After 
counting them over he refused to 
give me a receipt for them, and said 
in a loud voice, in the hearing of his 
clerks, that I had kept ten pounds 
for myself. I managed not to lose 
my temper at this outrageous accu
sation, but left his office, quietly 
saying that I should inform the pa
rish priest of all that had happened. 
The P. P. was so indignant about it 
that he immediately called upon this 
gentleman, and finding him to be ob
durate in the matter, he threatened 
to denounce him before the congrega
tion, if he refused to send me both 
the receipt and an apology. This of 
course he promised to do, and he 
kept his word that same evening. I 
heard no more on the subject except 
that the news of his scandalous be
havior, spreading through the town 
and neighborhood, materially injur
ed his business. If restitution has 
to be made to some person or per
sons unknown, or beyond reach, then 
and then only can the immutable law 
of God be satisfied by means of cha
ritable offerings, or through prayers. 
One of the most notable instances of 
faithfully discharged restitution 
through my intervention occurred at 
one of my missions where the person 
who accused himself being then in re
ceipt of a good salary promised to 
send me twenty pounds every three 
months for a year and a half, a pro
mise which he regularly fulfilled until 
the end of the term.—L. C. P. Fox, 
O.M.I., in Donahoe's Kafrnxine.

the Sisters of the Holy Childhood, 
who were turned out at the end of 
February. On the 5th of the pre
sent month (April) the school was re
opened with a stall of Catholic _ lay 
mistresses. The Sisters had closed 
with an attendance of 150, and ex
actly 149 of these girls came back 
when the school was reopened. Mean
while the commune had been busy pre
paring a school for those in town 
who the government declared were 
pining for secular education. A mis
tress was engaged, and she opened 
her class with n rush of one scholar, 
whose education will cost, the com
mune about 2000 francs a year. 
This is an excellent example of the 
economy of the secularist."

SIGHED HIS NAME IN IRE

CARDINAL MANNING. — Recalling* 
the sturdy spirit of antagonism Co 
all the influences which gave sway to. 
intemperance, manifested by Cardinal 
Manning during his long career, a 
contemporary says :

"There are many i>eople who believe 
in temperance as an abstract propo
sition. They would like to see con
ditions as regards drink improved. 
They would like to see liquor sa
loons lessened, the evils of the drink 
traffic minimized, the power of the 
brewers and saloon-keepers curbed, 
but they fear to take active measures 
for the attainment of such a much- 
desired end. They do not believe, 
they say, in trying to legislate men 
into temperance. They do not think 
that temperance men should be en
gaged in such a business ns that of 
seeking by legislation to Letter con
ditions. Conventions, societies, pro
cessions, resolutions,—these are all 
right; these are perfectly harmless. 
But nothing further, for them.

"Not such a man was Cardinal 
Manning of England. lie recognized 
that while the basis of the temper
ance movement ha® been and must be 
individual total abstinence, yet there 
was another and public side to the 
question. Speaking on one occasion 
against the pernicious legislation with 
regard to public houses then in force 
in England, he said :

" ‘There are some remedies which 
are political, and as a great part, of 

• the evil is caused by Acts of Parlia
ment and by policy, we must meet 
them in that sphere too.’ ’**

ANOTHER VIEW. -Sir Wilfrid 
Lawson illustrates some of the pecu
liar features of the drink-habit tn the 
following terms. He says :

"Shakespeare wrote a grand tem
perance sentence long ago when 
he said, "Honest .water never left 
man in the mire." That was para
phrased by Samuel Motley as fol
lows : "If you want to he healthy, 
wealthy and stout, have lots of cold 
water tvithin and without." This 
shows how gradually we are getting 
rid of all the old illusions and delu
sions about alcohol: and when they 
are all gone from the public mind, the 
course will be quite clear for us. No
body can get tip honestly and say 
that alcohol has made Mm richer, 
healthier or happier. Three men 
went into a public house on a cer
tain cold day. The first said, * Land
lord, give me a glass, 1 am so cold. 
The next, running in quickly, said, 
"Bring me a glass, 1 am so hot. 
While the third, an old Quaker, who 
was sitting by the fire, said, "land
lord, bring me glass because 1 likes 
it." That is the real reason why- 
people take alcohol—-because they 
like it.

There took place recently an inter
esting dispute between Thomas Mac- 
Donagh Mahony, a Justice of the 
Peace, and the authorities of Dublin 
Castle. It occurred to Mr. Mahony 
that the native language of Ireland 
was as good ns that of England, if 
not better, for signature to an Irish 
official document, and thus to all do
cuments and warrants he signed his 
name in the original Gaelic. lie soon 
received a reminder from the Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland that law and 
custom alike demanded that Mr. Mai 
hony's signature should be in Eng
lish, the official language. Mr. Ma
honey refused to obey, and Lord 
Chancellor Gibson removed him from 
the magisterial-bench.

"Vsage prescribed in such docu
ments,'’ said Mr. Mahony, in a se
cond letter, "demands that my war
rants should hear the ordinary signa
ture of the Magistrate, and ns I am 
in the habit of signing my name in 
Irish. 1 shall not he justified in using 
any other sort of characters."

The Lord Chancellor again wrote 
that expedition and convenience both 
demanded the use of the English lan
guage, and fortified his position by a 
statute of the reign of George II, pro
viding that all documents should bo 
written in English.

In reply Mr. Mahony reminded tho 
Lord Chancellor that at that time 
Ireland had still a Parliament of 
her own ami could not therefore be 
bound by any laws which did , not 
apply to that country. , Ho also as
sorted that the use of French was 
permitted in Canada, notwithstand
ing the statute of George IT., and 
confessed his fear that his signature 
was refused because it was in lr>sh.

MASS AT THE FAIR.
On the 14th April, Mass was cele

brated in the chapel of the Philip
pine reservation, on the World's Fair 
grounds, in St. Louis. Father 
Paimes was tho celebrant. He will 
have spiritual chaiïge of the Filipinos 
during the fair. In this connection 
wo have tho following interesting 
item :

‘General Wilson, the Philippine 
Commissioner to the Wotld’s Fair, is 
preparing to make ample provision at 
an early date for Father Palmes’ con
venience and comfort. among his 
own people in the reservation. Fa
ther Palmes is n Viscayan by birth, 
and belongs to the diocese of Bishop 
Rooker. He is a highly cultured gen
tleman and has been a priest for 
twenty-five years. He speaks his 
native (Viscayan) tongue and also 
Spanish and English."

A Striking Enmple.
The Paris correspondent ol the Lon

don ’’Tablet” telle ol an incident 
that will suffice to show the under 
current of sentiment in France, and 
the troubles the government has 
created for itself. , He says :

"It Is all to no purpose that Eng
lish correspondents endeavor to make 
out that the people do not care for 
the schools of the congregations, or 
religioils education. A fact like 
the following Is worth a whole col
umn of protestations on the part 
of those who have a purpose to serve 
in singing the praises of M. Combes 
and his politique. At Mery-sur Oise 
there was a school for girls which for 
fifty years had been In the bands of

FATHER ROSSI DEAD.
At Campomorone, a suburb of 

Genoa, in Italy, died, at the ad
vanced age of eighty-three years, the 
Rev. Pietro Rossi, a member of the 
Congregation of Priests, an Order 
founded by St. Vincent de Paul. He 
had held the chair of dogmatic theo
logy in the Collogio Brignole Sale 
Negrone, via Fasaolo, In Genoa, 
from its endowment, in 1854, by the 
Marquis Brignole Sale Negrone, 
whose daughter was the charitable 
Duchess di Gal liera. The object o*
the college was the training of 
young men for the priesthood, and 
Father Rossi saw them by hundreds 
ordained and leaving their Alma 
Mater for every part of the world. 
One of them was Mgr. Vincent Brac- 
co. from 1873 to 1889, Patriarch 0t 
Jerusalem. The late Bishop Wigger, 
of Newark, was among his early 
students. Father Hecker, of the 
Paulists, was one of Father Rossi’s 
particular friends. The students of 
that institution, who are scattered ail 
over the world, will combine to erect 
a memorial to his honor. He cer
tainly had a long and useful career. 
This year he celebrated the go 
jubilee of the institution with which 
he was connected from the very , in
ception, and only ,after that cel 
tion did he lay down his life-wort».


