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CHORUS OF CONDEMNATION

From the “Daily Herald.”

A few months ago we alone in the daily press
attacked and exposed Mr Churehill’s Russiar
Gamble but so "‘."I"'H‘.:it;_‘- have we awakened
the public to the facts that nov the chorus of
('uh«lol.‘:'.::’lu: s taken up T".\ almost all the "‘il'i'

ing puapers

Observer.”—*“Cleari 2 up the Russian mude
dle’
‘Sunday Chronicle.”’ ““The plain faet is that

our people are in no mood for any grandiose cam-
Paign in Russia, even for the purpose of saving
our friends.’

‘Sunday Times.””—*“The Government policy i
Russia has been conducted throughout on lines
which only Mr. Micawber ecould approve.’

"Sunday Pietorial.”’—¢“In trying to ‘save’ Rus-
sia, we are risking the ruin of Britain.”’ Our costly
and wholly ineffective Russian adventure.’

“.\Illill:l‘\
Archangel
complished. but there are other military activities
elsew here, and publie confidence in Mr. Churchill’s
capacity or trustworthiness as Secretary of State
for War has been utterly destroyed.’

Express.”—“The evacuation of the

Expedition will, we hope, still be an-

‘Times.”’—*‘Russia is one blot upon the Govern-
ment’s record.’’

‘Daily News.”'—“The policy of fomenting eivil
war in Russia.”’

‘Daily Express.”’—¢This obviously futile, cost-
ly and disastrous war Russia.”’

‘Manchester
ble.’

““Daily Mail.”’—*“The North Russian matter has
planted on the public mind a firm belief that there
has been a lack of straight dealing, and that of-

Guardian.” —*“The Russian gam-

ficial assurances can not be accepted at their face
value.”’

OUR LITERATURE.

The Communist Manifesto, at the rate of $3 per
100. Single copies 10 cents

Slave of the Farm $6 .per 100
10 cents

Single ¢ };)i(-\

The Present Economic System by Professor W. A

3 X +
Boriger . . $6 per 100. Single copies 10 cents
Socialism, Utopian and Scientifie Single copies

15 cents. $13 per 100

Wage Labor and Capita $2 per 100. Single
copies 10 cents.

Capitalist Production, being first' nine chapters
of Vol.
cover, 50 cents:

[. Marx’s Capita . Single copies, paper
cloth bound, $1.00

‘Industrial Historv of F gland By H. De |
Gibbens—$1.50.

Evolution of the ‘““Idea of God.” by Grant
Allen, 45 cents by post.

Postage Paid

Make all Money Orders pavable to C. Stephens
401 Pender Street East, Vancouver, B. C

MANIFESTO OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY
OF CANADA

of Scientific Soei:

$6 per 100

Propaganda Meeting, E
Gore avenue and Hastings street Sund R

Doors open at 7:30 p.r

DO YOU WISH FOR AN AUDIENCE?

ired on the Soecialist phi
ed o el pm

Articles are desi
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or on current events interpreted ir he lig

principles. Send t‘v"n in

_THE INDICATOR
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Due, in part at any rate, to the demand of the

Miners Federation for the

tlonalization of the

nines, there has grown up lately an extension of

the old demands for nationalizing various prop-

erties and industries The old unsupported as
Sertions are trotted out with a the acclamation
attaching to new discoveries, while L new organi
atlon hwas been added to the list of t iose advoeat

ing these policies.

l'-.\ rar the 108t tavorable subject for nationali-

$ n +} ] » : ¢ "

lon has ce the { Fromine among
he organizations l*.x\i!:;’ the 1 tionalization of
the land for their object are tl and Nationali
anon So¢ lety, v hich proposes a form of })Tll‘i‘hilﬂ‘
of the d. and the Societ for t taxation of
ind values, whiel advocates the taxation of land

values uitimately up to 20s. in the £ Now a new
organization has been formed called ““The Com-
monwealth League,”” having for its object

The Foundation of a Commonwealth based
the establishment of the common right to the land
by the payment by each landholder of the econo-
mic¢ rent, which is the commercial value of the
site he holds.’

As there is no practical difference between tax-
mg land values and calling upon the landholders
to pay ‘‘economie rent’’ to the State, 1t is some-
what curious that the two prominent Liberals who
are respectively president and secretary of the
new league—Mr. R. (. Lambert and Mr. R. L
Outhwaite—should have formed the new organi-
zation. Moreover, in their paper, “‘The Common-
wealth,”" they ave full of praise for the Inde-
pendent Labor Party and the resolution that
body’s conference passed at Huddersfield at
‘demands the Socialization of the
land as the very foundation of the co. operative
commonwealth, and calls upon the Government to
make it the ]N‘Hlld“lllt and inalienable possession
of the community.

Easter, that

The stupidity and ignorance of demanding the
‘soclalization’’ of the land while leaving the capi-
talist system in existence generally 1s only equal-
led by the crazy clause calling upon a capitalist
government to make the land the possession of
the whole community, although, be it said, these
things are quite in acecord with the confusionist
and misleading policy of the I.L.P. Yet if the
founders of the Commonwealth League are so
strongly in favor of the attitude adopted by the
[. 1. P, why did they start a new organization ?
Why did they not join the I L. P. straight away?
Or do T'I"_\ wish to ildd to the r‘HHthH uin:ad_\

existing*

In any case, the Proposals are worth examin-
1INg again as many workers believe that the taxa-
tion of land values, or the taking of the ‘‘edono-
mic rent’’ by the State will benefit their class. It
sounds very plausible to say that as the land is

‘the gift of nature it should belong to the com-

munity and many are led to beligve that the
proposals mentioned would bring about the de
sired result. Let us examine the matter a little
w‘rmr

Both ““economie rent’’ and ‘‘land values near
the same thi g 1n the proposals of the above
tioned organizations, though the ~pokesms
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| Nationalization of Land---F utlllty Exposed

1y If we sSUppose

that  under these condi-
Cippenham w ould vyield 30

bushels of wheat to the acre, while the other land
ould ;‘:1".\ Vield 20 Dushe

tions the land at

N, then Cippenham land
would be said to have vielded an

"‘economie¢ rent"
of 10 bushels per acre. The

Sdme prineciple ap-
plies if the land is required for othep purposes—
business nl‘ﬁ('(‘.\,
houses. Thus it is easily

as sites for factories or dwelling

seen that a site close
a canal will, other things

more suitable ang economical
for s manutacturer to

to a railwav, a rver, or

remaining equal, be

erect his works upon than
site that would requin

=C amount of road
Irom the works.
fected by building the

haulage to and The saving ef.

works on the former site
“economie rent’ of that site,
that it is Proposed to tax are
exactly the same portions of wealth covered by the
put the matter in a
phrase, ‘“The economic rent of any piece of 'land
natural properties
or situation, and
piece in demand. "
How is the amount of thisg difference
at? “_\' competition

would represent the
The “Land Values”

term “‘economie rent.”’ To

is the difference between the
of that piece, either in fertility
that of the poorest

arrived
To quote the words of one
of the Commonwealth League’s leaflets, “He (the
landholder) wil) pay what another would be will-
ing to pay for the privilege of using the piece of
tommon property he holds '’ “The Vision and
the Realization.

We are told that this method ¢
land open for a1 Quite true
are able to pay for it,

will throw the
if we add who
as it will be the highest
bidder who wil] hold the land exactly as he des

now When a large estate in the country is up

the landless agricultural laboper
who bids for it Nor when a town site is sold.
as that of Lord Be rkeley, it is not a slum- -dwelling
worker who buys it, but a Sir Marcus Samuel,

In other words no one will he allowed access
to the land under the Commonwealth League’s
method unless they can pay the market price for
its use, under the name of ““economie rent.’

This is just the situation that prevails today, as
there is plenty of land available for those able to
pay the market price for it dut, it will be ob-

Jectad, at present this price goes into the pockets
of private individuals

for sale it is not

whereas mul:v the TLeague’s
scheme it would go into the ““common fund '

Yes, but what common fund? To this the answer

is: The fund required to meet the soci ial expenses
of the community But how are these met now?
v the rates and taxes Thus the final result of
‘economic rent’” or “Jand
values’ is to reduce the amount paid for rates

the appropriation of

and taxes from other sources,

As a class the workers are not concerned with
taxation under eapitalism Out  of the total
wealth. which they produce by applying their
labor power to the materials given by nature,
'i‘-'} receive on an average :l'urnf d-llullgh to I\l‘t‘p

them in the working condition that the masters’

mterests demand by inlls’_\‘ HH'} have no mar
i delt over out of which to pay either taxes or
economic rent It is thus clear that it is the mas
ter +

10 must pay these expenses in the form of

rate ind taxes, and it i y}m_\, who would obtain
benefit that ight result from the applica-
economi ent to these expenses
T method might not Dlease the ection of the
ister cia wWho ! ety 01 'H"(.”ll' ]«'l'ui
| undoubtedly be beneficial
i fria { 1 ipitalist ind
’ 1¢ i {
\ eredors } i1 f the Clor
( t lLeagnq efer e 1 th 4 il
ne 1 freed that 11 £l to the wor
4 ta y O } the Stats ' b
$ ot figment of the ir
vhile the real object lying behind their
nr 4 trong ‘v,r',',cl,! hv th. I 1 P
hift as much as possible of the burden of
$ io ) the houlder f the landlords

ym the industrial capitalists often lool upon as

being merely ‘“‘sleeping partners.” So far as the
workers are oncerned it is another ““red her-

’ "
rne

We may deal with other forms of nationaliza-
tion in a future article J. FITZGERALD




