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‘Township Fairs.

The discussion of this subject, amongst others,
at the annual meeting of the South Brant Agricul-

brought n bhefore the public a question which
has for ;::t been nekipn: a solution. In the
Province of Ontario, under the present law, every
Electoral District and every Township in each
district which hasorganized an Agricultural Society
is entitled, on compliance with certain easy con-
ditions, to a share of the Government grant to

business is overdone ; that too many are crowded

THE FARMERS ADVOCATE

agriculture, amounting last year to $76,000, for the
assistance of the societies in holding fairs and the
payment of prizes. It has been urged in some
quarters that under these conditions the fair

into the only two months in the year in which it is
practicable to hold them: that too much of the
time of too many people is taken up with fairs, to
the neglect of other important work:; and that
wany of the smaller shows, both District and
Township, are badly managed, weak, and unsuc-
cessful. While the latter statement is undoubtedly
true, we are not sure that the other counts in the
indictment are regarded by the majority of the
people as well founded. 1f they are, and a reduction
of the number of fairsis considered necessary, the
next question which arises is whether it would be
bhetter to drop the Township fairs, or whether the
District shows should go and the local organiza-
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dded fi anclal strength enabli and bly did more work in that cay
M“.. tlt.. to erect substantial pcml‘nn‘t :nl:rﬁ“li:, M’tmmlh:onhu
e and beautify and improve thewr grounds. .,..E.' ¢ oo intelligent, widely-read rural
The Minister of Agriculture is reported to have imongst ters

expressed the nion at the Brantford meeting
that the popl:,‘would finally be educated to the
uecmuvmmmmmwmmum _series
combine in one big county fair, but in the mean-
time it is evidently too much to expect that in
many cases the people of the townships would
consent. to giving up their local shows. The
question has been raised whether it would be an
improvement if the competition for prizes at
Township fairs were limited to residents of the
municipality. This might have the effect of in-
ducing & larger number of farmers to improve
their stock and enter the competition for prizes, a
result which, if realized, would be an improvement;
but, on the other hand, the falling off in the quality
of exhibits at the beginning might in many cases
affect the attendance to such an extent as to lead
to financial failure. This might be modified to
some extent by leaving the show open for a time to
outsiders, but restricting them to one entry in each
section in the prize list, and offering three or more

, A satisfactory solution of the difficulty is
necessarily difficult where so many interests are
liable to conflict. In the meantime we are not
aware that any interest is suffering materially
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Mwh regretted that the
Agrlou\mnl Society was compelled to
make a change. It remains to be seen whether it

will be a successful change, s
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THE WAR DISCUSSED. y no means understood, and all horses tered

in Great Britain or in in stand

The war is th:ﬁ:ut topic of conversation here,
and by a letter h came in to-day from Alberta will not go duty free into the States. The ruleis
1 learn that it is also the topic in that far-off simple enough when you know it. The animal to
r-n of Her llqe;t&'- ominions. Many young be imported must be registered. His sire must be
ArIers are having volun for the and his dam must be registered. The
front ; and while spl outburst of patriot- gire of his sire and the dam of his sire must be
imhplmwmp:t&onohrmt il;gt of mhtered.mdb:heduofhhdmmdthedmd
regret w con e possibility of some dam must be registered. * tered " means
of them not returning. Mr. Kruger is exac & ‘‘pumbered.” To those who erstand about

he.viy toll from Great Britain—many noble families
are in mourning already—and unless something
unforeseen occurs, we are not near the end. The
yeomanry forces are eomingwell forward, and some
who thought soldiering fun are finding it grim
earnest. bly few anticipated that citizen
soldiers would be ask

have been asked

ed to go to the front. They
» and their response is an eye-opener
to continental nations. You have some
vapor: across the border from Canada, but the
big solid heart of America knows that Britain opens
up markets for all nations, and in spite of blots on
her escutcheon, she is the great civilizing force in
modern history. This war has taught the world
that the Bri Empire is not an expression on
m but a big factor in international politics.
A is proving a true-hearted daughter of the
t motherland, and her sons have nobly borne

eir share of the fight.

IN MEMORI1AM.

After the war, probably most farmers here are
reflecting the heavy death roll amongst Scottish

Clydesdale breeding and pedigrees, this regulation
seems absurd. Many a horse whose dam or gran-
dam has not been numbered has more Clydesdale
blood in his veins than one which has the numbers
behind ; but this does not affect the question; the
rules are there, and must be conformed to. By
insisting on these rules, the Americans gtel:ﬁ
assist the cause of pedigree registration in Scot 8
THE MILK TRADE.

Considerable discussion is going on here on the
subject of the milk supply. e milk trade is a
factor in west of Scotluni farming, and, indeed, bu
for it agriculture would be in a bad m¥ The
future of the milk trade is causing some anxiety, as
farmers are being harassed with regulations
ten of the tuberculosis scare. The city auth
can hardly be blamed for being strict, as the medi-
cal men have made so much ado about the matter.
It is, of course, easier to raise than to allay a scare
of that kind, and one of the posals before the
country is that the city nut.hor!ties should have the
power to control the sanitary and general health

farmers since the New Year. Never in.my experi- regulations of every dairy sending milk into the
ence have so many standard-bearers fallen within citgr. Gl w is already 'y of very ample
so short a iod. First, the Nesgpr of West Coun- powers, and other munic?;g&litiesmlikel tofollow
try discussions, Mr, Alexander Wilson, Langfaulds, suit. The issue is wholly in favor of the farmer, as

Duntocher, was taken away. Beginning life with
few advantages, he struggled on, and in the end
was vecognized as a spirited farmer who had battled
bravely with Fortune in none of her kindliest moods
and emerged victorious from the fight. Had Mnr.
Wilson's lot fallen in other places, he would have
risen to eminence. He had a logical mind, keen

he will re(slire to be supplied with well-equipped
byres and dairy premises and a pure water supply.
No doubt many restrictions of an irritating nature
have been imposed on the dairy farmer, but on

whole, the general trend of public opinion has been
favorable to an increased consumption of dairy
produce, and especially of whole milk. 1n any case

observation, fluency in expression, a pawky humor, it is admitted t i

: ) ) ) \ \ S ; at dairy farmers will fare better
and c.lould never be r‘l{ﬂifed"m 5]@}\1;\teih.~\lmther vet- by anticipating the legitimate demands of
eran has more recently fallenin Mr, Thomas Biggar, publi 3 v iti reed i
Chapelton, Dalbeattie. He was 88 years of a oy R Aot orn iy WIHR it bé Sowvord 1nte

¢ ge, and
was one of the best known men in the south of

Scotland. A capable and enterprising farmer, he
many years ago, in addition, founded the successful
firm of Thomas Bi gar & Sons, seedsmen and ma-
nure merchants, Dalbeattie. His son, Mr. James
Biggar, has often visited Canada, where the firm SIR,—Your enquiry re the “syndicate system,”
lsml many fl“lt‘llds. and both the McCraes and the ete., of stalliony }n hand. It ig‘mmet,hing' that I
\v:::nlt‘l‘:n?lt (nl\;ell )ll.\l\\‘(‘\l‘\t:_ll\'lxllt‘d‘ t;)l thl\; deceased  have given very little tﬁmxght ‘hence could not
gentleman.  Both My, Wilson and Mr. Biggar rive inion that w v X i

served their generation, but the same tf\’ll::\lnll "l\:ql\ b st rentars o nould be of Yoy much T

the adoption of measures by the imposition

harassing regulations, *SCOTLAND YET.”

Licensing of Stallions Recommended.

To the Editor FARMER'S ADVOCATE !

Lyed A to your readers, g i icensin
said of Mr. James Archibald, Overshiels, Stow, one annually, at not loslht(h‘:\!:\l ‘$}0 ::‘;‘Emtl};:nh;: l(\\‘!‘lgVr
of the three brothers who made that great hill.graz.  stallion that is allowed to serve a mare, by accident
ing famous thmuglm‘u( the length and breadth of  or otherwise, would he dt‘(‘\id@dl\' a gu‘a‘\t henefit to
Scotland. M. Archibald’s death was announced a  the horse breeders of Canada. At present I know
week ago, and it is not too much to say that it of stallions that are serving mares a# from $3 to $5,
created \\‘!dvs}n'md consternation.  He was in the  per insurance, that actually would not be even
kn'n}n‘ of life, tull of vigor and occupied with much  fairly good geldings if castrated, and no breeding
wisiness when the messenger came and he had to back of that, and it is \wtn;li%hin 'lhe number they
go. His skill as -‘K'hl‘t‘t‘dol'_(‘\f Blackface sheep was  serve per annum :u;d. ‘some of gthe worst-looking
equalled by a remarkable gift of expressionand very  foals come from them timt you ever saw, and it is
5‘unsulm::\l\lo powers as a \\_'unl-ln.-limvr of his favor-  remarkable the number of fairly gm;d n‘mres that
ites. l~l|s acquaintance with hill-grazings in Scot.  are taken to the embrace of some of them. There
land w as unique, and thm_‘o was seareely one of  arve no less than three of such animals owned with-
them wlm:h he could not give a fair and aceurate in one mile of where 1| am; writing :
account of.  Axan arbiter he was popular far and Bothwell Co., Ont =

tions be strengthened ? We confess to a feeling of
sympathy with the Township fair. Many of these
are well managed, and are quite as successful as
most of the District shows. They have, where
well managed, exerted a helpful influence in stim-
ulating the farmers to improve their stock and
other products of the farm, and afforded a pleasant
holiday to many who do not enjoy the larger
exhibitions. If the idea of the union of smaller
shows could be expanded, and the number reduced
in this way, it would doabtléss be an improvement,
This has been successfully  accomplished in some
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