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The Military Hospitals Commission at HOW the Prussian Guard
rJ'SÆ CameHome^ _

'Wf EL°n^,u£;lS , Hiding th. Wounded.

Ja V vaiescent hospitals, 682 of the latter being (by d. Thomas curtin, in the "times’’,
m -a out-patients—while 39 members of the London.)
iy' v,„h! force were in asylums for the insane. Of Various circumstances enabled Mr. toU 
o ,,-n , the 426 cases of tuberculosis, it may be Curtin to witness a sight strictly forbid-
Btrai;, . iv' added, almost exactly half were dis- den to the German public—the return of

v covered in time to prevent them from the wounded from the front.
;k( a y leaving Canada for the seat of war.
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are non-existent owing to the rubber their terrible loads, and 
shortage. Endless tiers of stretchers filled. One van was reserved for 
lay along the low embankment sloping who had expired in the journey, 
up to the line. Doctors, nurses and it was full. v
bearers were .waiting in quiet readiness. * * * *

The passengers coming out of the This, then, was the battered remnant of 
station, including the women with the the five reserve regiments of the Prussian 

baskets, stopped but only for a Guard which had charged the British lines 
moment. They did not tarry, for the at Contalmaison three weeks before, in a 
police, of which there will never be any desperate German counter-attack to wrest 
dearth If the war lasts thirty years, motion- the village from the enemy, who had just 

The 4th of August is the anniversary of ed.thcm °“*.a ®^Eht movement of the hand occupied it. Each tram discharged be- 
. .. _ . , what is known in Germanv as “ Finland's being sufficient. tween six and seven hundred maimed

-. „OT o~ raa,N" - «•*•*•* *.
1916, the number of soldiers sent back to ^eirarinwhat the German Government ! ^ absorbed that I faded to °‘ tûc inHux- 
Canada because of medical unfitness was tal18 “® people is a base and cowardly notice the big constable near me until What th* Guard
6,208. Of these, 961 were suffering from ?“empt to try and beat her by starvmg he jaid his heavy paw upon my shoulder The Guard had its garrisons chiefly in
wounds, shell-shock, or the effect of .gas; women and children . _ and told me to move on. A school- Potsdam, but also partly in Berlin, and
122 were insane: 246 were afflicted with , 9”.that sunny and fresh morning I master and h» wife, his “rucksack represents the physical flower of German 
tuberculosis; while the remainder, 4,880, looked out of the railway carriage window fuj] „f lynch, who had taken advantage manhood. On parade it was inspiring
were suffering from other diseases and some quarter of a mue before we arrived Qf the glorious sunshine to get away from to look at, and no military officer m the
disabilities. at.Potsdam andsaw numerous brown Berlin to spend a day adnust the woods world ever doubted its prowess. Nor

ah z-____i;_______ k. l___ _ H81?8 maf.ke^ w , the ??? F1^8’trams along the Havel, asked the policeman has it failed in the war to show splendid
. M ,ZghM;Ut^, HZdLls that.uaually travel by. ni«ht » Germany. whaf the matter was. „ courage and fighting qualities. English

There were a couple of ofiScers of the The reply was "Nichts hier zu sehen" people simply do not understand its 
8f^ ^™roratirn of Guard Cavalry m the same carnage with ("Nothing to be seen here; get along”.) prestige at home and among neutrals, 

body of citizens, for tire restoration ot me. They also looked out. “Ach. noch The great “Hush! Hush! Hush!’’ ma- The Guard is sent only where there is
their woundeddefwidersto a position of einmal ’ (What, more of them?’’)dis- chinerytf Germany was at work. supreme work to be done. If you hear
self-support and independence. contentedly remarked the elder. They Determined not to be baffled, I moved that it has been hurled into a barge you

Every disabled soldier is medically ex- were^a gloomy pair, and they had reason out of the square into the shelter of a may rest assured that it is striving to
amined on arriving at Quebec. If he is no -J1®- lhe German public has begun roadside tree, on the principle that a gain something on which Germany
longs’ in need of hospital treatment, he is to know a great deal about the wounded, distant view would be better than none sets the highest price- for the life-blood
sent home free of expense and discharged Th®y °° not V®1 know all the facts, at all, but the police were on the alert, 0f the Guard is the dearest that she an
with a pension or gratuity according to because wounded men are, as far as and a police lieutenant tackled me at pay.
the extent of his disability. possible hidden in Germany and never once> f tedded to act on the German In the battie of the Marne the active
... __. , .. ___ . . sent to Socialist centres unless it is military theory that attack is the best regiments of the Guard forming a link
If he needs further treatment, he is absolutely unavoidable. The official defence, and, stepping up to him, I between the armi-t of Buh-w ami Hausen

taken to the hospital or ranitonum where figures, which are increasing in an stated that I was a newspaper correspond- were dashed l>ke spray on MKged cliffs
the treatment most suitable to his case is enormous ratio since the development dent. “Might I not see the wounded when they surged in «aw o wave
available, and, if possible, to the institu- Of England’s war machine, are falsified by t,kn from the train?" I requested, again»» the army of Foch at Sezanne
tion nearest his home. Men who cannot manipulation. He very courteously replied that I and Fere Champenoise,
resume their former work on discharge And if easy proof be needed of the truth might not, unless I had a special pass Germany was willing
from hospital are advised and enabled of my assertion I point to the monstrous for that purpose from the Kriegsminister- superb trooi« during the euly pan ; the 
to take special training for new occupa- official misstatement involved in the an- i„m jn Berlin. battle because sin- knew that von Kluck
tions. This is provided free of cost; and nouncement that over 90 per cent, of j remembered a large window in the had only to hold his army toget her,
while the iqen are being trained the Do- German wounded return to the firing first and second class dining-room in though he did not adv 1 the
minion Government mamtams them and line! Of the great crush of wounded ^ station, from which a very close overthrow of Fo< h would m<wn a Teuton 
their families. at Potsdam I doubt whether any ap- view of the tragedy could be gained, wedge driven between Vet Paris.

Men needing artificial limbs are taken preciable portion of the serious cases j knew that there was no train back One year and 10 months la
to Toronto, where these limbs are made will totum to anything except permanent to Berlin for an hour and a half. I took hurled the Guard Reserve «I Tontal-
and supplied without charge. Men with invalidism. They are suffering from shell a ticket, handed it to the uniformed maison b< iu i r nmed
serious nerve disorders are treated special- wounds not shrapnel, for the most part, I woman who deals with them as in England, that this important link in the « ham
lv in the Ontario Military Hospital at gathered. ' and explained to the soldier and "Un- of concrete .ad steel that coiled hack
Cobourg. Broken Men. teroffizier” who stood by her. that I and forth i>. i,,,. Hapaimn IVronne must

„ , " . . ■ . As ourlrain emotied it was obvious that would like to go into the dining-room remain anl.w.k. m-wly ■ formed line
J** Provincial Government hasap- ^AsOurXrainempUMU^rasornv^smat ^ ^ ^ âoniMl*» to eat. I of Britain’s sons bent ak

pointed a Commission to help discharged »olhe station became blocked with walked to the window of the dining- under the shock ! !-« were outnumber-
men,m “curing steady and remunerative IsaTliSrak l™ room and ordered butterless bread and ed, but, like all the rest of b Bntish
work. The Dominion Government, and BterUn thehhighfmk and Dutch cheese—the universal and almost that tl back-tmm ihe-front German
otherauthonUes and employers, system- tseîSrtvon theklbackfc standard mid-day diet of Germany soldiers have told me .ght
aticaHy give preference to returned soldiers, to-day-and was glad that my Berlin on and on, never think: « sum-wler,
when filling vacant positions. into the outeJ air and bau^d at the 3 ticket served. My ruse succeeded. I I know from one of th. se that ,n ,i first

The pubBc can and should co-operate the short ffight^fst«5 1 beheld a acme saw everything and unmolested. onslaught the^Guwi to
heartily in this urgently necessary work, that will never pass from my memory. By this time the wounded were bring reinforced and agp i
by encouraging tinmen totalre fullest FifmedanddreKdT cLIZy it moved from the train, pe sightly dreperate encounter, -mm from
advantage of the curative and educational would evoke inconceivable astonishment wounded were drawn up *n. Pot'’,Ur,! " ' hl 'j*!1' nl> ,f.
opportunities given them, and afterwards to this deluded nation and would swell theirçlean white arm and hœdbandj*» çmimge. The Gmmas couM -t-
by seeing that they get work. Local com- ibe ^alcontems, alrody a formidable gleandng in the nopmky light. They what they had won back, and th-; khak.
niittees have been formed for this purpose mass, into a united and dangerous stood daxed and dejected, looking on succeeded the field grey at Coutalmàiaôa.
in many towns, but much more has to be army of angry, eye-opened dupes. This at the real work which was just pe-
done m this way. is not the mere exprSion ofTneutral gmning-the removal of the severely

The treatment, most carefully carried vieJv> ®pinA0a‘lffL?nSOber W°UD
out in accordance with the latest dis- and l”1 . 9?r™a° .s5îtf8^ia
coveries and the proved results of medical * saw t*ie Bntish wounded amve 
experience, includes many forms of 
strengthening exercises, often requiring 
special and costly apparatus; the scientific 
use of electricity, massage, and con
tinuous baths for affected limbs; with wise 
dieting and fresh air as a matter of course.
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cupied hours. I purposely missed my 
' Wounded in Furniture Vans. train, for I_ knew that ! was probably

«me H WÈÈ ®
for instruction and practice in many arts were cheerful; but the wounded of the Hv.p parb |ast vear _„d ,n a furious
and industries, such as carpentry _and Prussian Guard—the proudest milkary co^ter.attack, ihwhich they had at- ______________________ , ,
wood-carving, metal and leather working, force in the world—who had come back demoted to retrain the village, baH been never saw so msnv . ouijiletidy
typewriting and bookkeeping, mechancial to their home town decimated and —foed out «rh»n»»eH. Not one pair of lips i
drawing and elementary engineering, humbled—these Guards formed the most not merely wounded, but into a smile, and not an eye lit u with
gardening, bee-keeping and poultry nus- amazing agglomeration of broken men dejected wounded. The whole at- the dad recognition of formes

I have ever encountered. As to the here 0f the scene was that of rounefings. , „
help to increase the capacity numbers of them, of these five reserve surprise and depression. Tra- It was not, however, the lines of

patients, and to lessen the effect of regiments but few are believed to be dition going back to Frederick the Great, suffering in those faces that impressed me, 
jury they have received, by getting unhurt. Vast numbers were failed, and nearly 200 years ago, had been smashed but that uncanny sameness of expression, 

them mto practice for such industries as most of the rest are back at Potsdam _by^Amateur soldiers. The callow youth an expression of h i i 1 i
they can profitably undertake. The m the ever-growing streets of hosmtals Gf j0 who served my lunch was muttering that it made me forget that the sun 
medical and educational officers try first that are being built on the Bomstadterfeld. .^meriting to the barmaid, who replied was shining from an unclouded tsky. The 
to discover what each man is most likely ; • * • that he was Ijicky to be in a class that dejection of the polio, of ttejokwr
to succeed at, and then to fit him for it as Qne of the trains had just stopped. The was not likely to be called up yet. “J1
thoroughly as possible. square was blocked with vehicles of every The extreme cases were earned at th<»e upturned ^h® white^faOT

It has been wisely decided that no man description. I was surprised to find the a snail s pace by bearers, who put their told aaP*â‘ y.as 
shall forfeit any part of his pension on great German furniture vans, which by feet down as carefully as if they were tha^ 8 an(j -j.*:,
account of his indwtry and enterprise in comparison with those used in England testing very thin ice, and who placed superior to thenuelres jmd t 
improving his own financial position. and the United States look almost like the comfmtablespnngstretdiers m the machine. Thm^^^ Fatherland, and tosk

Let our readers write without hésita- houses on.wheels were drawn up in rows very «w. veh1cl« wfach h^ rubber ^tteidol^ofrten^ath^d.andt!^
tion to the Secretary of the Military with military _ precision. As if these or d their great physical strength, backed
Hospitals Commission at Ottawa, or to were not enough, the whole of the wheeled was done with militant pnroisKMi and their tonir traditions. They had been 
th^Kindal Commission at the Pro- traffic ofPotsdam seemed to be com- SnquTshST^anarmy ofmeresp^
vinrial capital, asking any further informa- mandeered by the military for the tram ^sno^ner hmsh^ thananotner vanqu.sucu u, ,

they may desire, or giving practical lightly wounded cabs, tradesmen s too is p t- ^reat furniture My thoughts went back to Berlin
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