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HomeRuleand Conscription

HE exciting war news of recent days has

overshadowed Irish affairs, but the Irish
question must quickly come to the front
sgain. Notwithstanding the doubt and dis-
couragement arising from the failure of the
Irish Convention up to the present to reach
a conclusion, the outlook for a favorable solu-
tion is hopeful. The first message of Mr.
John Dillon, in his capacity of suecessor to
the late Mr. John Redmond as leader of the
Irish Nationalist party, was couched in terms
that seemed to bear more of the old-time bit-
terness towards England than of the concilia-
tory spirit so strongly manifested by Mr. Red-
mond. More recent utterances of Mr. Dillon,
however, give assurance that he is desirous of
following the example of his predecessor in
supporting only constitutional movements for
the promotion of the Home Rule cause. He.
has courageously told the Irish people that
the ‘‘Irish Republie,”” for which the Sinn Fein
party say they stand, is an utter impossibil-
ity, and that these who a1y svnporting the
movement having that end in view are lead-
ing their friends into fields where only dis-
aster can meet them. In several recent elec-
tions the Sinn Fein people proved strong
enough to elect members of Parliament, who,
of course, do not take their seats. It is a good
omen that, in the latest contests with the Sinn
Fein section, Mr. Dillon and his friends have
won substantial - victories, Captain Redmond,
son of the late John Redmond, became a can-
didate for his father’s seat as member for
Waterford. The Sinn Fein party nominated
one of their number, and after a strenuous
contest, in which the issues between a consti-
tutional Home Rule agitation and the mad
movement of the disloyal seetion was clearly
drawn, Captain Redmond won by a handsome
majority. Young Redmond had represented
East Tyrone, and retired from that seat to
make the fight for his father’s seat in Water-
ford. Now the election for East Tyrone has
taken place, and the Nationalist eandidate,
Mr. Harrison, has won by a vote of 1,800 to
1,219 for his Sinn Fein opponent, Mr. Milroy.
These events should be helpful to the Home
Rule movement generally, and particularly
should encourage the leaders of the Irish Con-
vention just closing its labors, to renewed ef-
fort to find a ground of agreement between
the several divisions of the Irish people.

That without a large measure of Home Rule
there ean be no settlement of the Irish ques-
tion aceeptable to the majority of the Irish
people seems so clear that we may hope the
dissenting minority in Ulster will recognize
the fact and join their forces with those who,
while advocating Home Rule in local affairs,
stand for unity of the Empire. A settlement
along these lines should bring to Ireland a

peace satisfactory to all but the Sinn Fein™
party, the numbers of which would, under
suech conditions, rapidly diminish into unim-
portance. On the other -hand, if reasonable
Home Rule efforts of the Nationalists are
still resisted, the Sinn Fein section will gain
strength and power, which will make for con-
tinned and increased disorder.

A union of the loyalists of the North with
the loyal Nationalists of -the South against
the disloyal Sinn Fein men is the most desir-
able thing to-day in Irish polities. An embar-
rassing ®eature of the situation is the revival
of the demand in many British journals for
the application of the conscription law to
Ireland, which has hitherto been exempt from
its operation. To those who take only a super-
ficial view of affairs there seems to be but
one side to this question. The rest of the
United Kingdom is subjeeted to conscription,
why not Ireland? To many readers there
seems to be no satisfactory answer to this
question. Nevertheless there is another side
that must be considered. In a country ruled
by an autocracy, and supported as it usually
is by a large standing army to enforce the
ruler’s will, public opinion counts for little;
the wish of the ruler must prevail. It is not
s0 in a democratic country—and the United
Kingdom is to-day governed by democratic
principles.  Under these, laws can only be
enforced where they command the approval
of the community affected, or where there is
at least a disposition to submit to them as the
will of the majority. Unfortundtely that is
not the situation in Ireland. The feeling
against conscription in that country seems to
be as strong as ever. Leading Irishmen are
found declaring that conscription, if applied
will be resisted. If that attitude continues, it
may be that the effort to enforce the conéerip-
tion law will bring no strength to the cause
of the Empire, but will be a weakness, inas-
much as it will call for an army of enforce-
ment almost as large as the army that will be
raised by compulsion. Strong though the
argument for eonseription is, the question may
present itself in sueh a form that the Imperial
Government will not feel warranted in taking
the action demanded by so many advocates
of compulsory service. The question is one
full of difficulties, calling for the exercise of
much wisdom by the Imperial authorities,

The Ottawa Debate

HE riot at Quebec was followed by a riot
of words in the House of Commons.
There was a pretty general feeling in the
House that no good end could be servec by
the bringing on of a debate which was likely
to evoke angry passions. However, there
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