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REBELLION IN THE N()lﬂll \\'l

Tue fear that the Indian tribes wonld be induced (ujnin the
half-hreeds has Lo some extent
the chiefs Pinpot,

The tribes under
Little Pine, Lucky Man, and
others, in the Reserves in the neighborhowd of Battleford, and the
course of the Dattle

been realized.
Poundmaker,

and the North Saskatchewan Rivers, are
rc«lv-nh"l to bo on the \\:u|~:\l,|l.

The few white settlers at Battleford have taken the preean-
iion to retive within the walls of the Police Barracks, and as a
resnlt, the lawless and idle half-breed and Todian have ransacked
emply houses, and have killed their farm instractors,

The faet of the few settlers retiving to the Police Barracks
for safety in itsell was suflicient Lo induee these lawless ones to
follow their natural instinets. At the hest of Limes there is always
a given amonnt of restlessness, and inelination to defy anthority
beyomd that which in the tribes is exereised by the chiefs.  The
attempts that have been made by the Government to enconrage
and teach the Indian clement to live a life consonant with civili-
zation by eultivating the soil and providing for the future, is a
mode of Nife so devoid of that inetdent and exeitement peculiar to
their previons nomdie life, that on an opporbanity |m-wnl.il|;1
ilself, the should for a
allowed, unrestricted, to sway their nctions.

no  wonder savage  nabure time be
A great number of
the reports are no doubt but the fervid exaggeration of people
who are more or less influenced by interest,or difficultics by which
they One thing is cortain to everybody of a dis-
passionate Judgmient, that an amount of mismanagement and bad
government has been exercised ab Obtawa, and by the Ministers’
nominees in high authority in the North-Waest.
was the time to erush the revolt.  The Police and settlers from
Prince Albert to Edmonton (West), and to Qu'Appelle (South),

have been fully acquainted with the strained eondition of matters,

arve surrounded

Six months back

and the deep-rooted feelings of discontent prevailing amongst the
classes now up inarms. Yet Governor Dewdney reported all quict,
and the reports published of any discontent were false; this is Sir
John A. Macdonald’s answer in Parliament al Oblawa,

The public
knows

At Ottawa there is
The Quebee Blens ave protesting
and threatening Siv Jolin for permitling such a state of things,
and whether Sie David Macpherson or Governor Dewdney be
sacrificed Lo satisfly the Quebee /

now “ that some one has blundered.”

a new phase in the diflicully

supporters, will not relieve the

responsibilty from the Ministers

The expression of My, Jowe in the

Imperial Parlinment
during the disenssion on the Franchiso Bill, in 1866, * What will

“Our Masters’ say,” is very applicable to this difliculty :  “ Onr
Masters ™ are those fathers and sons ealled aw ay from comfortable
howes, and leaving wives and children at a moment’s notice at
such an inclement scason, without any preparatory training, to
fight a semi-barbarous savage, on a boundless and trackless
prairie, a quarrel that will be devoid of all eivilized wode of war-
fare, with a foe gifted by instinet and nature and training for
such an internecine war; who is tiveless and unweary in the
carrying out of his strategy or tactics ; is rapacious, wanton and
cruel ; aceepls nor gives any quarker,

It is as grave a wistake as the fact of the neglect already
soen o have chamelerized the North-West palicy, to send out
half-tiained men, and particularly infantry, as the larger number
are, to fieht in an Inddian war,
is only by eavalry that any suceess can be attained against
Fdianscor hadf breeds, 16 s a gaerrilla and iy regnlar eavalry, with
the Mounted Police ns the hasis of Tormation and wlnilnlm;nl and
that will Lo all. Yet with all the
ol Ameriean border warlar

trammy ol any serviee al

experivnee el Leaehings

s, Lhe Covern-

went, by then e Pty aned bninsading

andd st hive allow 1

Awmerican experienco tells us that it |

to come nhont a state uf things w copy with whnch thoy have not
made any arrangement.  Enthusinsm goes a long way, but i
a poor substituto for training, or departmental prr]mrlhml

The French sang through the streets of Paris, “A Bcrlm "
but it is a matter of history how complete and disastrous were
they repulsed, defeated and destroyed at Saarbrucken and Woerth
—never invading their enemy's territory at all.  There is not a
single regiment or company of irregular horse that has as yot gono
away Lo the North-West, that are fitted by cither teaining, experi-
ence or knowledge of the tactics or movements necessary in such
a conbest.  The infantry will be very little use-—only to ganison
stralegetie points, and by which to overawe Lhe rebels.

There iy another phase that canmot be overlooked. The
French-Canadian population in the Eastern' provinces aro very
lukewarm in the whole thing. They would be fighting against a
French clement in the half:breeds, which to some extent they
sympathize with. If Ontario ean only be relied upon to defend
the Dominion from lnwlessness, rapino and plunder, it is time
for a proper understanding to be arrived at on this point.  What
with the bungling ineapacity of Ministers, backed by a following
from Provinces that evidently have but a limited Dominion
onthusiasm, and prompted by Provincial intorests and joalousies,
to be got at the expense and interest of tho remainder of tho
Provinces of tho Dominion.

Selfishness and vile corruplion appears to be at tho very
bottom of everything. Then where are “Our Masters 7" Can
this state of chronic deeay and disruption exist much longer? 1t
ought not to do. Equal rights and privileges, just and honest
Government, faithfulness and truthfulness to the trust imnposed
upon tho Ministers by the suflrages of the people, should be the
guiding beacon lights of Sir John A. Macdonald, K.C.B, and his
servile Ministers at Ottawa. . Instead of which, we are groaning
under burdens of unjust taxation, extravagant expenditure of tho
large surpluses of revenue, bartering the Dominion eredit to carry
out a scheme which is characterized Ly jobbery and rascality in
nearly all its dealings. Al this reacting upon the teade of -tho
Dominion —money searce, workingmen on reduced wages and
reduced hours of Jabor ; merchants erying out carrying heavy
stocks, and no protit. upon transactions; industries closing up, or
shutting down to save expenses, beeause they canrnt sell their
manufactured goods but at miost vuinous prices ; forcign markots,
except for the farmer, hermelically closed as far as making any
profit by exportaton, on account. of the largely increased cost of
production, cansed by a bad fiseal policy.

Nova Scotia threatening to withdeaw from the (nnfnlornhon
Newfoundland still refusing to join the Dominion—to her credlt
and safety be it said ;—rebellion in the North-West ; Manitoba in
a chronic dissatisfied state ; increasing taxation upon necessaries
of life, when reduced incomes by all classes is the cry’; starvation
threatening thousands of our humbler brethren, which private
charity cannot successfully mect—all these evils fullowing close
upon the heels of each other, threatening a national disaster too
serious Lo contemplato with any satisfaction! Who is to blamo
for all this? is the question in the mouth of every inguiring
lover of his country. The Ministers at Ottawn must some day
answer for these deeds done in their political capacity.

VERax.

AFGHANISTAN AND RUSSIA.

Tk long expected mecting of the two grealest u‘rntonnl
grabbing powera in the workd is “ un fait accompli.”

Fngland to the borders of South

Afghanistan fifty yearsago.  Russia has achieved her conquest of

carvied her conguest

| Khiva, Bokhavia and Merv durving tha past ten years, and arrived




