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Alberta MayEnterPork Industry |

The Province of Alberta is consid-
ering the advisability of embarking
[in the bacon industry. A provincial
{ pork commision appointed some tiese |
| ago has recently reported to the Leg-
| islature.  Their recommendation is
that the government equip and oper-
ate a packing plant of a minimum
capacity of 300 per diem, whenever
| hog-growers give assurance of an
annual supply of 50,000 logs, the
‘Illllmu\'lllﬂnt to pay two-thirds of the
| hogs' value down, and the balance
| (minus  expenses and  one-quarter
cent a pound for paying back the
‘urimnul outlay by the government
|and interest), to be paid after a
reasonable period for marketing
| Shares would be allotted to patro
| equal to one-quarter per cent. for a
ininkmg fund, and when the govern-
ment indebtedness is paid off, the
money would be used to pay interest
on shares. Patrons would guarantee
to give all hogs to the plant, under
$2 fine a hog if otherwise disposed of.

In view of this proposed move on
the part of the Alberta Legislature,
the question of sending a commission
to Great Britain and Denmark takes
on increasing importance. The Danes
it is understood, owe much of their
success in producing bacon to govern-
ment direction of their packing plants.
| The proposed comm m as suggested
by Farm and Da could go thor-
oughly into this or. Information
isecured upon this point would be of
| inestimable value to Alberta should
| the legislature decide to adopt the re-
commendations of the provincial pork
| commission. The Dominion Govern- |
ment would have the backing of the
‘fanners throughout the Dominion in

arranging and sending the proposed
‘ennumumn which would be of such
vital coucern to all. |
| i

Model Factories and Farms |

“I would like to see model chuese
factories and model farms established
in every county in the province,” said
Mr. A, A. Ayer, of Montreal, the |
well-known cheese exporter, at the |
recent convention of the Eastern On-
tario Dairymen’s Association, “The
decline in our dairy exports,” said
Mr. Ayer, “is due in part to the fact
that we are not making the improve.
ments that we should. We are not
weeding out our poor milkers. Many
farmers are still using serub bulls and |
are buying too much mill feed when
they should raise the feed on their |
own farms. I would like to see every |
cheese maker licensed and restrie- |
tions placed on the ereetion of fac-!
tories in Ontario similar to those that
ki been adopted in Saskatchewan
1 $ bad inted i

to examine the quality of the milk
sold in that eity. Why should we
allow factories to receive poor milk |
and to make it into cheese. We can-
not muke good cheese as long as poor
milk is taken at the factories,”

Mr. Ayer thought that if there were
model factories and farms in every
county, that would serve as object
lessons to the people in their respec- |

i sections, he believed that it |
|would pay the counties of the pro-|
vinee to bonus such buildings and
| farms. Although Mr. Ayer is rated |
as a wealthy man, ana as one who has
made a great success of his extensive
business operations in Montreal, he
stated that if he had his life to live
over again, he would choose the life
of a farmer as being the life which
has, evprythlns considered, the most
advantages and the greatest freedom,
“On the farm,” said Mr. Ayer,” it is
possible to get nearer to God and
| neaver to Nature than it is in the
|city.”  Mr. Ayer pointed out that
| there is a stability about the opera
tions of the farm that is lacking in
many business enterprises, the pro-
fits of which are largely determined
by one’s ability to forecast the turns
the market s likely to take,

| for the national welfare.

The Country Life Report

Iu addition to the passages in Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s special message to
congress with the report of the country
life commission, which we quoted last
week, the president says other things
that are worth noting

The president says: “To improve
our system of agriculture seems to
me the most urgent of the tasks
which lie before us, but it cannot in
my judgment be affected by measures

ich touch only the material and
ical side of the subject. The
whole business and life of the farmer
must also be taken into account.
Such considerations led me to ap-
point the commission on country life.
Our object should be to help develop
in the country community the great
ideals of community life, as weﬁ] as
of personal character, One of the
most important adjuncts to this end
must be the country church, and I
invite your attention to what the
commission says of the country
church and of the need of an exten-
sion of such work as that of the
Young Men's Christian Association
in country comn ties. Let me lay
special emphasis upon what the com-
mission says on germnnl ideas and

d

local leadership. Everything resolves
itself in the end into the question
of personality. Neither society nor
government can do much for country
life unless there is voluntary response
in the personal ideas of the men and
women who live in the country

“In the development of character
the home should be more important
than the school or than society at
large. The influence of the farmers
and farmers’ wives on their children
becomes the factor of first importance
in’ determining the attitude of the
next generation toward

farm life.

| The farmer should realize that the

person who needs mosi consideration
on the farm is his wife. If the woman
shirks her duty as housewife, as
home-keeper, or as the mother whose
prime function .s to bear and rear a
sufficient number of healthy children,
then she is not entitled to our regard,
but if she does her duty she is more
entitled to our regard even than the
man who does his duty, and the man
should show special consideration for
her needs.”

The country life commission, after
emphasizing the need and demand for
better ml(ﬁ, extension of rural free
delivery of mail and a parcel post,
5878 :

“There must be a vast enlargement
of voluntary organized effort among
farmers themselves, It is indis-
pensable that farmers shall work to-
gether for their common interest and
If they do
not do this no governmental activity
no legislation, not even better schools
will greatly avail. The forces and in-
stitutions that make for morality and
spiritaal ideals among rural people
must be energized. g‘here must be
not only a fuller scheme of public ed-
ucation, but a new kind of education
adapted to the real needs of the farm
people. The country schools are to be
80 redirected that they shall educate
their pupils in terms of the daily life.
Opportunities for training toward the
agricultural callings are to be multi-

| plied and made broadly effective.

This means redoubled efforts for
better country schools and a vastly
increased interest in the welfare of
country boys and girls on the part of
those who pay the school taxes. Edu-
cation by means of agriculture is to
be a part of our regular public school
work. Special agrioultural schools are
to he organized. There should be or-
ganized under government leadership
a comprehensive plan for an ex-
haustive study or survey of all the
conditions that surround the business
of farming and the people who live
in the country in order to take sf
of our resources and to supply
the farmer with knowledge.”
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