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their welfare. At the same time, however, it has
happened not Infreq ly that the
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concaption of how involved and intricate are the

has increased materially the tariff on articles
burchased by farmers or heavily bonussed other
industries and in this way have taken illions
of dollare out of the farming classes. The organ-
ized farmers of Canada have called attention to
this on Added
interest 1s lent to the situation by the fact that
the organised tarmers of Canada have adopted
A national platform which calls for impartant re-
forme that there is no indication that the new
Undon Government proposes to grant. The ques-
tion has been asked, therefore, why Hon. Mr.
Crerar accepted office under these

of produstion. Hach line of industry
reacts In many ways on other Hnes of industry.
People who do not appreciate this fact think it
Is oasy for the food controller to eet a maximum
price that ehall be paid for a certain farm product,
and thereby keep down the cost of living for
them. It is by this class of people that the clamor
i3 being raised for such action on the part of the
food controller. Hon. Mr. Hanns appreciates the
i and results thal
would attend such action on his part. For this
reason he s adverse to the sefting of prices
Because of the stand he has taken he is already

‘Whille we are not authorized to speak for Hon.
Mr, Crerar, we understand that his position has
been made clear to his friends and that it meets
with the approval of leaders in the farmens move-
ment in western Canada. Belleving that it is the
chief duty of Canada to win the war, that it would
be disastrous to the best Interests of the country
to hold & bitter political campaign at this time
that would centre largely around racial and
patriotic issues, that it s essential that profiteer
Ing of all kinds shall cease, and that partisanship
shall be eliminated in governmental affairs, Hon.
Mr. Crerar accepted office In the hope that he
might be instrumental with others in achieving
these results. He has made it clear to s friends
that he has not changed his views on public mat-
ters and that as opportunity presents he intends
to press them earnestly. In the meantime we
uuderstand that he would Ike to eee elected to
parliament as many fanmers or other candidates
ae possible who will support the farmers’ pla form,
be they Liberal or Coneervative, n order that
his position in the cabinet and in the house may
be strengthened when he urges reforms on behalf
of farmers. This point shiould not be overlooked
by the organized farmers in the approaching
general election.

ead not to contradict and to conruts, nor te
lieve and take for granted, but to weigh and con-
sider.” —Bacon.

The New Minister of Agriculture
HE appointment of Mr. T, A. Crerar, of Win
T nipeg, the president of the United Grain
Growers, Limited, as Dominion Minister of
Agriculture, is an indication of the commanding
position to which the organized farmers of Can-
ada have altained. This is the first occasion in
the history of Canada upon which the Daminion
Government has recognized the organized farmers
by selecting one of their members to fill a cabinet
position. Generally, in the past, the ministers
of agriculture have been men who, while anxious
to render good service, and who in several cases
have done s0, have bee who have not been
farmers, or who, whil something about
ugriculture and poss farms of their
own, have hdd larger isewhere. In Mr.
Crerar, the government Lus selected a man whom
the farmers themselves have raised to the most
fmportant position in the farmers' movement in
Canada, viz, the head of the greatest farmers’
company In Canada, and probably in the world.
In some respects, Hon. Mr. Crerar may seem to
Occupy & somewhat pecullar position. For some
years there has been a growing feeling among
many farmers that the Dominlon Government has
used the Department of Agriculture as a means
ol blinding farmers, to some extent at least, to
what was being nccomplished by other Mnes of
Government legislation. Both Liberal and Con
servative governments hitherto have shown a
tondency to hand out a few hundred thonsand
dollars through the Department of Agriculture in
grants for agricultural purposes and then to call
Sitention to thelr action as evidence of thelr
futerest In farmers and their desire to promote

As an , all who know Hon, Mr.
Crerar are satisfied that he will prove a success
iu the Important position he holds. His years of
experience as president and manager of the great
farmers’ company with which he is identified have
prepared him admirably for the new dutfee he
has assumed. He understands farmers, he Is
desirous of promoting (he cause of agriculture,
he is fearless In urging what he believes to be
right and M of 1 that
equip him-to wisely administer the important de
partment of which he has been made the head
Because he Is a farmer and represents the farmers,
farmers the di i In his
appointment and desire for him the fullest pos-
sible measure of success.

Back Up Mr. Hanna

ANADA'S Food Controller occupies a most
difficult position. He is under fire from two
sldes. On one side, farmers are beginning

to look upon his activities with considerable mis-
givings because of the fact that one of his main
duties appears to be, if the city press is to be
believed, the setting of prices on the products that
fermers produce, while he lacks the power to set
prices on the articles farmers purchase, and which
enter into their cost of production. On the other
side, many women's organizations in the cities,
tabor unions, and other bodies of city consumers,
with the support of at least an Influential portion
of the city press, are clamoring that Hon. Mr.
Hanna shall set on farm products prices that
would be disastrous to farmers and which in turn
would react on the city consumers, because any
prices that would not leave the farmer a reason-
able profit would discoursge production and
thereby Inevitably injure consumers.

Very fow people seem to have any iitelligent

being by » section of the
city pross, and demands are being made for his
removal from office

On one point, Hon. Mr. Hanna apparently has
firmly made up his mind. That is, that if prices
kave to be set they will be prices that will assure
farmers, after thorough investigation, a falr re-
turn on their labor and investment. The prices
80 set are Hkely to be higher than many efty con-
sumers will approve. This means that if Hon.
Mr. Hanna is to be sble to maintain his stand,
farmers must give him their hearty support.
Some time since it was announced that the price
of potatoes was to be fixed at $1.25 per bag
Flgures were submitted to the food controller
which showed (hat farmers couM not produce
Potatoes profitably when they were sold at such
& price. For this reason the price was not set
a1 §1.25, and many clty people have been disap-
pointed in consequence. The stand that has been
taken by Hon. Mr. Hanna is a wise one and one
that it js to be hoped he will be able to maintain
In every way within thelr power, farmers should
manifest their approval of his position.

The Next War Loan
1 THOMAS WHITE announces that the next
Dominion War Loan will be issued in
November. In accordance with the policy of

m.whlunvﬂlboldomuﬁcmqmm
Mnnmn“nomﬂyuﬂq
oan. The war bonds are drafted én such small
amounts that even the working man may invest
his small savings in them, and it will be profit-
able for him to do this; the rate of interest wiil
be between five and six per cent. annually, and
mmunmmummuu
being subject to taxation.

This raising of Canadian money to meet our
War expenses is a commendable policy. Whether
or not the domestic loan is the best method of
doing so, ¥ open to question. All money so

rowing is always an easy method of piling up
future trouble. At present Canada is meeting
only 10 per cent. of its war expenditures oyt of
current revenue. Compare this with Creat
Britain, which 1s paying 50 per cent. of #ts war
debts by current taxation, and the United States,
which also plans to pay & large part of her war
expenses as she goes along. Our government has
been altogether too lenjent with men of wealth,
end war profits have gone to swell private for-
tunes instead of {0 pay the expensos of the war.
In flesh and blood we are paying our war bills as
Wo go. Bhould dollars and cents be held more
sacred ?

convinced of the inabllity of brute force to create
anything durable—Napoleon at St. Helena.
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