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The figures show that the death rate from homi
cide m 20 to 30 American cities which in 1000 was
3.3 per 100,000 of population, was in 1005 0.7 per
o000, in 1000, 7.0, in 1007, 88, in 1008, 81, in 1000,
1010, 8.3 and in 1911, 83, The rate during
100,000 1 the

7
the ten years 18821801 was 5 per
ten vears, 19021911, it had increased to 7.2 per 100,

oo, The maximum homicide rate occurred in 1907,

when it attained to 88 per 100,000 of population.

The average homicide rate for the decade ending
with 1010 was 0.9 per 100,000 of population for all
citice, 147 for Southern cities, 0.7 for Western cities,
=8 for Central cities, and 4.3 for Eastern cities. The
rate during 1011 showed an increase over the rate
for the decade ending with 1910 in the cities of each
Jivicion except the Western, where there was a slight
decline. It is significant, however, that, comparing
the rate for all cities for the decade ending with 1910,
of 0.0 per 100000 of population, the rate for 1g1
ould have been 8.3, or 20.2 per cent. higher.

\lr. Hoffman presents the  homicide figures for
Fngland and Wales which ¢ nphasize the extremely
high homicide rate prevailing in the United States at
the present time.  For males and females the averag:
rate for England and Wales was 0.9 per 100,000 of
population, against 4.3 for the registration area of
the United States.  In other words, there was an ex
cess of 3.78 per cent. in the homicide mortality of
ihe United States over the corresponding ho mietde
record of England and Wales, Comparing males
anly, the rate for England and Wales was 0.9 per
100,000 of population, against 6.5 for the registration
arca of the United States.  The American rate, there-
fore, was 0.22 per cent. in excess of the English rate.
For females the English rate was exactly the same
as for males, or 0.9 per 100,000 of ypulation, where-
4« for the registration area of the United States the
female rate was 2.0 per 100,000 of female population.

[he comparison, says Mr. Hoffman, in summing
up, brings out in startling contrast the disregard of
hunan life in the United States at the present time.
The subject is obviously one of most serious im-
portance, not only to life insurance companies but
also to the public at large, and, granung the defects
in the available statistics, there can be no question of
Joubt but that the American homicide rate is exceed-
ingly high, and that the rate is on the increase.

The Canadian Manufacturers’ Association at its
recent annual meeting in Ottawa adopted the follow-
ing resolutions:  “The association in expressing its
cordial thanks to Franklin H. Wentworth, sccretary
of the National Fire Protection Association, for his
cloquent and effective address on the subject of ‘Fire
P'revention,’ desire to record its hearty approval of
all efforts that aim at the suppression ot the country’s
fire waste. We commend the adoption of inproved
building and  inspection laws, the installation of
private fire fighting appliances, and urge the various
provincial legislatures to pass measures looking to the
proper notification, registration and investigation of
fires by fire marshals.  This convention has learned
with aatisfaction of the election of the manager of
its insurance department to membership on the ex-

ceutive committee of the National Fire I'rotection |

Association, and charge the incoming insurance com-
mittee with the responsibility of developing plans for
the furtherance of legislation in the direction herein
mdicated.”
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FIRE WALLS VS. FIRE ESCAPES.

‘fhat fire walls behind which people can shelter are
~|l|u‘riur to outside fire escapes as ameans of escape
in the case of factory hires, cte, s the theory advanced
by H. F. J. Porter, hire expert « f the New York State
IFactory Investigating Commiission. He came to the
onelusion that the outside fire escape 1s deticient hoth
in theory and practice, atter experience at Pittshurg
in the organisation of factory fire drills. In his
report, Mr. Porter w rites:

«Architects and builders, however, inst
this defect in their building desizn, Hlindly continued to
follow the lines which they saw developing They still de
cigned their buildings with inadeqguate intevior stairways
and exit factlities, and then proceeded to develop this out
side fire ¢scape into a permanent feature, The contracted
gpace in which many of these fire ¢seanes had to be in
stalled, and the te ndeney to cut the latter ofl some distance
from the ground, to prevent the ir being used for entrance
by burglars, made their value as an et facility extremely
low; and yet these things were done in the face of re

A of recosnizing

| prxm'd instances of fires burning up the people on these

go-called ‘fire escapes, as well as the hire escapes  them

gelves. So that it was evident that the name of the lutter
was a misnomer, and that they were, on the contrary, veri

table fire traps.”

Nor, according to Mr. Porter, was better
chown in designing stairways; architects
mitted their designs to actual practice and consequent
ly did not realize that a stair-well has a defimite and
limited capacity.

“It is simply a tube to which cach floor is connected,
and when these floors try to empty their contents simul
taneously into it it will accommodats only a definite num
ber of people from cach. Should any more try 1o crowd
in, they jam it and the flow downward 15 arrested. The
reason for this jam is that the irrezularly shaped bodies
of the people interlock and the friction of their clothing
aids the wedging action so that there is an actual arch
formed across the stairs, and the gre
hind it the tighter it holds.

“This jamming is preventable to some extent by having
no influx of people to a stair-well except at its top I have
been able to make emptiable many factory buildings by
using this principle and giving cach floor its own indivi
dual stair-well,  To make such a building safe, however,
each tigor should have two stair-wells, and they should be
as far apart as possible, and smokeproof, so that in case
one should be cut off by a fire, the other would be avail
able”

The ﬁ"k‘»\\':l“ Mr. Porter considers the most ette
tive means of protection. He says:

“In casting about for some other method of ¢
fire, I have pressed into goryice the most natura
able means at my disposal, viz, a wall of substantial and
fireproof construction, extending from cellar to ¥ wf, with
doorways in it on each floor. In case of a fire on one side
of this wall, the people on that side simply pass through
the doorways, close the fireproof doors, and are perfectly
gafe from the flames, whose progross in that direction
would be thus arrested. The principle involved here is
similar to that of the eyclone cellar of the Western home
or the collision bulkhead of the ocean =i wer, 1t
velops a “higectional building,” offerine o horizontal in

ydgment
never sub

ater the pressure he

scape from
)} and avail

stend of a vertical escape, making the fire drith unn cossary
“There is nothing new about this devic 1t already
oxists in buildings everywhere, in one form or another

and its value as a fire stop to protect property has long
been known. Its availability as a firc-escape has not, how
ever, been recognized, and it is this feature which I hawv
advanced as affording the only means of safe vscape from
fire to the occupants of crowded floors. This is a w fea
ture in architecture, as applicable 1o departiment
schools, theatres, and residences, as to factories’
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