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FIBE WALLS VS. FIRE ESCAPES.
Tlu- figures show that the death rate from hoim- .

to American cities which in I'f*' w:l' That lire walls lielund vvhnh pi"pb 
' of i„i»ulatioii. was in 1-105 "7 llvr superior to outside lire e-ea|ie- a- a 1";'

•„ L„ ‘i,.1 8.8. in 100S. 8.1, in l.too. . Case of factory lire., etc., w the theory advamed
"m'iiho 8.i anil in toll. 8.3. The rate during ' liv || p\ I. Porter, lire cxi-crt of the New Wk Mate

"1' i 'll rears iH8.*-i8()i was s |ier too.ooo; in the |;actory Investigating Commission. lie came to n
' " x‘ar;, ;,„,J-|„| I, it had increased to 7.2 per l<*>. oimViotl that the outside lire escape i- de icicmt »>

The maximum homicide rate occurred in I'M,. j„ theory and practice, afUr ixpeiun. 1 .
when it attained to 8.8 ]>cr 100.000 of jKipulatinn. ! m lhc organisation of factory hre drills. In hu 

The average homicide rate for the decade ending | rt..K>rli Mr. Porter writes.
«ill, 1010 was u.o per too.ooo of ,H.pnlat.o„ for all j ..ArihllaCl, and l'"ll;l"" hl‘,7i;^',rM ‘’^'.otu''o.nllna,l
vitirs. 147 for Southern cities 9.7 for Western cities. I Urfut » JhHM. 'J! ^. They *"»
- s for Central cities, and 4 3 for hasten, cities. I he with tnademm..- Inf "jr « »-a ;
rale during loll showed an increase over the rate ,,*lt fai llit'"». ami tin" priii-cod, d u> Ja. ,!i
for the decade ending with 1910 in the cities of each 8|ll„ flre ,^«pe Into » ‘"'"^"".'.'Vtro '-o..'*. o
ili\ i si. ni except the Western, where there was a slight space In whhj. oil some dl»tai.o-

I line It is significant, however, that, comparing s,#11<„ tn priwmiit llwlr bclni: u»v-d for .iitrani"
£«io,5<?«.or,i«*0*.«.«.«"jo......... ;
of 0.0 per loo.oixi of population, the rate for 10 low; ami >J|. n, ,„,rn,nu up Un- ""
should have been 8.3. or 20.2 per cent, higher. "" " ixcaves.' n- we,I as the lire .«; =;.-w >

Mr Hoffman presents the homicide figures for ' 8o that it was evident Unit Hie na"»' ' iVrl
KtSnd and Wales which emphasize the extrenelv ^r. and that they were..« «h........... .. or.
high homicide rate prevailing in the United States at .able Are trapx ,lt.Uor judgment
the present time. For males and females the averag ■ Nor. according 0 Mr Iort r. « „ .v,r slll,
rate for England and Wales was 0.9 per loo.<xx, of shown in designing sta.rwa>. .fu,,, lcnt 
pipnlation. against 4 3 the registration area ... , mined their designs to ™ „ ,las a definite and
the United States. In other words, there was an es |y did not realize that a stair win
ci-s of 3.78 per cent, in the homicide mortality »f limited capacity. M„„r nd.
the United States over the cor resending homed. .Imply * £ to ,t„™i
record of England and Wales. Comparing males „„d when le»« ,,,,iy .. d. lii.lto i.'.'if
,„lv. the rate for England and Wales was o.„ per ^ou.^hUo It. U ^ “"‘ITaM “"•SÎ

too.ooo of population, against 6.5 for the registration thl.y jam It and «h»M t.o.li.w
area of the United States. The American rate, there- r,.l>Bn„ f,,r this1 Jim' * ' ■ rll.,j...... ,'r ih. lr .•b.thln*
I re. was 6.22 per cent, in excess of the English rate. ^•-U th.n; I. »
Fur females the English rate was exactly the same "" ^am»» the h,airs, and the (treater the l-n 
as for males, or 0.9 per 100,0m of population. where- hlnd „ ,he tight-r ,-xi. iit by having
a- f,,r the registration area of the l lilted States the "This i8"""1'1*. . 1(l Btl,|r w.-ll exrepl at Us mi> I have 
female rate was 2.0 fier 100.000 of female population. empilable many ^•V/iia’nwn'imllvb

The comparison, says Mr. Hoffman, in sum mug th|B principle aml jtUInjt '«■> Bilfl., however,
up. brings out in startling contrast the disregard of stair Xmit.nmv • two«mtr welt», and U-. y ahouid be
In,mail life in the United States at the present time, and *m„kepn«.f. a.. 'I™' - ease
The subject is obviously one of most serious cut off by a flre. .be other would he avail
mrtance, not only to life insurance compamvs but able-.
als,> to the public at large, and. granting the defects j ftre.wall Mr. Porter considers the mo
in the available statistics, there can be no (iiiestion of tjvc mcans of . He says: ....
doubt but that the American homicide rate is exceed- ; (.a8llllK ut«ml for a«m« °ther "’‘J, 'V'.V.rJl' and avail

”* —” ~ *• 1 s isssresoi.' urtsrrffsi
The Canadian Mamilaelurcrs" A—eislhn. at its Vh ^T ..'. V.-l

annual meeting in Ottawa dopte.l the follow- n, th„ wall. Ih'. l1-"1' '^f ,,„„rB, ,!„.t !.. perfe.-ily
ing resolutions: “The associati. m expressing Us jhe ■djmrwaja ‘««JJ whJ. „r„Kr,ss In that dlnctlon 
cordial thanks to Franklin II. Wentworth, secretary “fuW |hllB arr,I. Tim prtn-Lnm 
of the National Fire Protection Association, for Ins ,h»t of t bo eyrlo.m
eh><|i.ent and effective address on the subject of "ire ,,r the ‘"J.1iiTtidlua." ofl.rlnc a lmrUa.m.1 tn 
Prevention.’ desire to record its hearty approval ;f vejop. ^ J, lllaklng .hr fir.- drill unji' o^ary.
all efforts that aim at the suppression ot the country s ..Tl„.rc is nothlng m w about Jhta '1 " ■ |ir r.
fire waste. We commend the adoption of . ..proved tn butt,Hugs jwfrt'j;. .l",,...", has hum
building and inspection laws, the installation ..f ^“"J,",, ha avMlaldlliy as n Ur. . s.a|.. has m". how
private lire lighting appliances, and urge the various ^ r |mi|i r,.,.„Klll„d, and 11 a' f.", 0apr from
provincial legislatures U> pa» measures 1, Hiking to the a<ivanco<| „h afford I hk fluorH Tll‘iH |H n, w f«;i
proper notification, registration and invest,gat,on of B ap,,lhahlr d. par.....at
fires hv fire marshals. I Ins convention has harm d .|()ü|1 theatrea. and rvaldetu ia, as to faiian s 
with satisfaction of the election of the manager of 
it- insurance department to membership on the cx- ■ 

ccutive committee of the National Fire I rotevtion 
Association, and charge the incoming insurance com­
mittee with the responsibility of developing plans f< 
tlic furtherance of legislation in the direction here 
indicated.”
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, of \mThe fall meeting of the Actuarial Sa .cl 
erica, of which Vol. XV. V. Macdonald, of h, . f 
federation Life Astociatiol. is tin tdei.t. Wit »|J '* 
at the King Edward Hotel. 1 on.iito. on I lutr-dav 
and Friday, October 17th and t«th.
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