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the decline In the class-meeting. May * Limited
we not hope that the Epworth League, 
which is quickening the pulse of our 
young people, may yet revive the former 

in this time-honored Institution

POINTS FOB THE PRESIDENT.

A study of the following passages from 
the Bible will show the place which tes­
timony has in the Scriptures. There are 
six passages ; give them out to six mem­
bers, and ask each to prepare a two-
minute talk on the passage assigned. It Kxamlnatlons in conned ion with the Toronto
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2. In addition to this, utilize to the best 
advantage the material given above on 
the Origin, Purpose. Progress, and Bene­
fits of the class-meeting. Encourage all 

true and loyal to the Scrip- 
of Christian test!
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each place some one to repress 
lead the meeting, to give coun 
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consisted of sixty members. Soon after, 
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then at Bath, Kings wood, and at many 
other places in England.
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Ith TOEXAMINATIONS^ITS PUBVOBE.

At first the sole purpose of these meet­
ings was to promote and watch over the 
personal holiness of their members. But 
soon another and important department 
of work was added. The members of 
these meetings were divided into groups 
of twelve, one of whom, as the collector, 
was expected to meet each member weekly 
and receive his penny towards the pay- 

of the debt on the meeting-house, 
however, the collector, instead of 
on the members individually, had 

meeting-place
pennies had been paid, they 
red, and talked together of 

members 
nclal pur-
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Ways of being sweet and kind; 
There is always time to share 
Smiles and goodness everywnere; 
Time to send the flowers away, 
Time a gentle word to say.
Time for helpfulness, and time 
To assist the weak to climb; 
Time to give a little flower 
Time for friendship any 
But there is no time to 

“j For kindness anywhere.

ugh it’s 
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rrs PROGRESS.

There was a time, two generations ago 
and later, when every Methodist belonged 
to a class, and was under the care of a 
leader. Testimonies were given, counsel 
in response, and visits were made by 
leader on the members of his cl 
Once in three months, a union meeting 
all the classes was held, called a ’’ love- 
feast." and for this meeting 
admission were issued to the 
signed by the leaders, 
side of the society coul 
love-feast is still 
Method I 
more or
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1. One great benefit of the class 
is the fact that it brings the r 
face to face at regular intervals 
himself, and calls upon him to tell 
it Is with his soul. This req 
exercises a wholesome restraint 
conduct.

2. There is not only a restraining, but 
also an upbuilding effect in the class- 
meeting testimony. We need something 
more for our growth in grace than merely 
to listen to good sermons and read good 
books ; we need to think and to speak of 
God's work In our own hearts. The 
class-meeting has given to Methodism a

eration of Christians who could speak 
pray and exhort with a clearness and 
•tness and interest unequalled even by 

people of higher intelligence and larger 
knowledge but -who have missed the 
training of the class-meeting.

The class-meeting gives to the young 
rlstlao the fellowship of older and 

experienced disciples. It is one draw­
back to the young people's meeting that in 
it the young follower of Christ. Just enter­
ing the way and forming his Ideals, lis­
tens only to the testimony of those who 
are young, like himself. He needs also 
the benefit of a class-meeting where old 
and young meet together. Each age 
needs the other ; the one to gain know­
ledge, the other to gain sympathy. In 
an ideal church, the old and the young, 
the educated and the illiterate, the rich 
and the poor, the fervent and the calm, 
all meet together, and each type of char­
acter learns something from all the
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We are His witnesses. Can we decide 
most needs our testimony ?—

A living, loving Christian—true of 
tongue, honest of heart, pure of conduct, 
and yet lovable in daily life, is the most 
unanswerable argument for Chrlstl 
—Rev. T. L. Cuyler, D.D.
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REFLECTIONS.
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