THE CANADIAN EPWORTH

My Vacation
BY REV. R. O. ARMSTRONG, M.A., WINNIPEG,
M

Y vacation was spent in travelling
across Western vanada from Win-
nipeg to Vancouver Island. The

object T held in view beside having a
restful change, was to see, hear, and
learn more about the resources and possi-
bilities of my own country.

A conversation | overheard on the
train was the first thing inat speclally
attracted my attention. One  speaker
was from the Peace River country, the
other was from the United States. T'he
former was talking energetically about
prospects 500 miles north of Kdmonton,
“Kive hundred miles north of Kdmon-
ton,” echoed the astonished American,
“why that would be a thousand miles
from the boundary! We used to think
the northern part of the States almost
too cold to live in.”

" Yes,” continued the Peace KRiver man,
“the possibilities of that country up
there it 18 not—hesitating for a word—
possible to imagine. We have room for
millions of people, but they must work.
It 18 no place for idlers.”

The listeners were impressed, some
remarking with emphasis tnat idlers
were of no use anywhere. |1 tell you
what,” said the Winnipeg man, " we've
got too many of that kind in our eity.”
The Edmonton man declared he had seen
hundreds of them sitting around the bar-
rooms in his town " looking for work"
and praying to heaven that they might
not find it

The vast treeless prarie of Western
Saskatchewan and Southern - Alberta
made a deep impression on me. Kvery
aspect of the situation seemed depress-
ing.  For animal I« we saw at one
point three lean coyotes gazing at our
train with a wild; puzzled look.

Again, we saw a solitary looking man
walking leisurely across the waste. Not
having any facts to work on, we let our
fancies play on his case and eventually
decided that he must be a bachelor be-
cause his sleeves were out at the elbows!

There was something in the way this
man walked that revealed the mighty
secret of the country. Great resources
lfe hidden beneath the surface. The
whole land awaits but the magic touch of
human genius and Industry. ‘I'hat man
stood up as if he were conscious of this.

" What is your impression of Canada?"
1 asked of a fellow traveller in clerical
dress, who hailed from England, and
whose conversation had an imperialistic
flavor about it. He sald he had heard
of men who could tell all about a country
after being in it two or ruree weeks, but
he could not do it. " However,” he
added, "1 am deeply interested in all |
see, and especially In the West. Your
young men have an alr of independence
about them which prownses great things
for the future of this country. Canada
will develop a new race of people. I'he
best traits of the British civilization will
be conserved here.”

Our National Park at the threshold of
the mountains next demands attention.
Canadians need to know more about the
exceptional opportunities offered by their
own country in the way of a national
recreation ground.

The mountains are wonderful. The
spell of their presence grows on one
They appeal to the mind, the heart, and
most of all to the imagination.  Their

majesty humbles us. They enjoin on us
to offer the Almighty, vven as they, our
tribute of reverence, seif-control and no-
bility,

At Banff the drives affording superb
views of mountain scenery, the buffalo
paddocks, and the hot sulphur springs
are the chief attractions.

All wonders previously seen are sur-
passed by a glimpse in the morning hours
of the incomparable Lake Louise at Lag-
gan, the torquolse surface shimmers into
a dozen or more shades of color while we
stand gazing upon 1t. Mighty moun-
tains and glistening glaciers around add
greater glory to a scene already inde-
scribable.

At Laggan | had my first experience
in plain mountain climbing. We had
climbed 6,875 feet to the “Lake iIn the
Clouds.” The top of Mt. Piran, 8,600
feet high, looked so near that a few of
us decided to go to the summit; but that
which we thought would take moments
took hours.

Our reward in the enlarged view of
snow-capped peaks, glaclers, valleys,
gorges and rivers was great. Thirty-five
miles away, dimly discernible on the
horizon, was Lake Hector, the source of
the Bow River, the stream that carries
80 much fruitfulness to Alberta.

Beyond the National Park the wonders
seem to increase rather than diminish.
Each new view point opens up scenes of
greater grandeur and beauty.

Every mile of the rairoad Is a work
of the highest engineering skill, The
glory or the gloom of the mountains falls
across our track as we speed along.

Through the passes we see traces of
snow slides that have carried tragedies
in their wake. Down the Fraser Canyon
we see traces of the old foot and pony
trall skirting dizzily on the precipices
and slopes above the foaming foods. I'he
men who had the courage to tread those
trails were the men who laid the founda-
tions for an empire.

Great things abound everywhere along
the journey, great mountains, glaclers,
canyons, rivers, trees; great fisheries,
great fruitfulness, great mills, great
mines, great towns, great prospects and
great problems. An American Bishop
sald that the only way to tell the truth
about California was to lie about it
I'his anomalous figure of speech might
also be used in British Columbia.

‘The Province is a fairy land of prom-
ise.  Perhaps no Province in Canada
offers such inducements ror men of abil-
ity, Integrity and ambition. Leaders
are wanted at all points or the compass
to explore new territory and to direct
new industries.

At Vancouver the commerce of the
Pacific carries one’'s thoughts away to
the nations of the uUriental world and
raises the question of the future suprem-
acy among the races.

At Vietoria | heard the lomer. of Can-
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District Sunday School Work

In various sections our Distriet 8. 8.
Secretaries are applying themselves dili-
gently to the promotion of the work
under their care. The alert secretary of
the Peterboro District is well to the front,
as the following letter to all Superin-
tendents in his territory shows. Every
District Secretary might do some such
work and results will certainly show pro-
gress and growth

Millbrook, Dee. 20th, 1610,
Dear Bro.—The Sunday School Institutes
held In Peterboro, on Dee. 12th, and Mill-
brook, Dec, 18th, were a real feast of good
things to those present. Growing out of
the discussion were resolutions, the first
of which In thought ought to be immedi
ately placed before the board of manage-
ment of every Sunday School on the Dis-
trict.  Will you eall at the earliest pos.
sib'e date your committee of management
and prefent to them the subjoined resolu-
tions with a view to their adoption in your
school.  And will you report the result
of the same to me not later than February
1st, 19117
Yours In the service,
W. P. ROGERS,
8. 8. See, Peterboro Dist.

Resolutions adopted by the- Sunday School
tute:~

(1) That a Crad'e Roll be organized in
connection with every Sunday School,

(2) That an attempt be made to organ-
ize at least one Adult Bible Class ‘n each
school.

(3) That we believe the Home Depart
ment is a much neglected department of
our Sunday School work (there being but
four in the district), and that we believe
such an organization practicable in every

hool.

(4) That greater attention be pald to
Fvangelism in the Sunday Schools and

© wherever gﬂulh'n Decision Day

be b-
served here were only 134 who united
with the lhurL‘h from the S. 8 on this
I!i!lrlcl last year),

(5) That whrrl‘nn there are but two
I‘enchou Training (lasses in the hlulrlﬂ

that a Teachers' Training Class be organ
ized wherever practicable,

(6) That more attention be paid to Grad
ing in the 8chools and a regular Promotion
Day be observed at least annually.

(7) That the Discipline he observed re
the holding of a meeting of the Board of
Management at least once a quarter.

(8) That every school be kept open the
whole year.

() Thnl the Annual District Meeting
arrange for the observance in the District
of a Sunday to be known as “District Sun-
day School Day.” en the pu|nl|ﬂ shall
be filled as far as possible by laymen and
sermons in the interest of our Sunday
Behaol work be preached, and. thet the
Committee to have the arrangement in
charge be the Distriet Chairman and Sun
day School Secretary, and two laymen, to
be appointed by the district meeting,

(10) That the Forward Movement for
Missions be organized in every loecal Sun-
day School.

Brighton District

The annual Epworth League (‘Dnvrnllnn
was held in Hilton Methodist Chu
There were three sessions. mnrnml.nflnr

. The principal speaker of the
day was Rev. F. L. Farewell, Fleld Secre-
tary of the General Board. Hi
in the aft.rnoon was on practical League
work, and contained many xood suue-non-
for the better carrying on the wor
At night his subject was, "Our World- wlde
Purpnle in Life!

er speakers were Rev. W. H. Buckler
mlmn Rev. John R. Butler, Wooler; C.
lnnn. Br ghton: Rev. 8. C. Moore, 'rr«nlow
righton, um‘l the Secre-

adian Methodism in G
discussing ways and means ol making
Canada a righteous nation, apart from
which it cannot endure.

1 reached my home ugain in due time,
much refreshed in every way by the
change, and much inspired by what |
had seen for the strenuous work of life.
1 shall always cherish a greater pride
for our own ‘vanadian land and its
people; also, for the great Kmpire that
fostered it, and of which it will hence-
forth form a distinguished part.

llry, H N P. IA'lon Brig!

A paper on the subject, "Sof-lnl-—lo nvr -
written by Miss Olive Johnson, of Frani
ford, and read by Miss Florence ’l‘horne.
Hilton, caused much favorable

The newly-clected officers for the e su-
ing year are as follows: Hon. President,
Rev.” George Brown, Colborne; President,
Burton Ph lf:. Hilton: Vh.‘e Presidents (1)
Wallace Cochrane, Edville, (2) Miss Luclla
Gould, Colborne, (3) lllu Ollve Johnston,
l‘unkrord (1) Wm. M. Ketchum, Brighton,

) Mrs. G A. Ireland, Trenton: Secretary-
'rrellurer. Harry N. P. Lawson, Brighton;
f‘;«'mrlerence Rep., Rev. John P. BRutler,

ooler.




