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WOULD YOU BE A CHRISTIAN?
By Theodore L. Cuyler, n.D.

1 wish to say a few plain and affection
ate words to those who are agi‘l-n'iug the
vital question: “Ought T to hecome a
(‘hri!tilmﬂ And if so, how shall T be
come onet”

Yes. yon onght to be a follower of
Jesus Christ, and for three good reasons:

It iz your duty; for God both com
mands and invites yon. Tt is for your
interest: if von choose Jesus Christ as
vonr Savionr and gnide, you will he
hetter stronger, happier and more nse
ful in this world, You will secure the
ealvation of yonr immortal sonl.

Whether you hecome a Christian or
not depends upon yonr own cholce; no
one olse can decide for you.

A lovine Gind says to yon in His Word,
“T .ot hefore von life and death: choose
life.” When Joshua snbmitted the alter
native. “Chonsa ve this dav whom ye
will serve.” he addressed his hearers as
free morts]l agents, and snch are vou.
When Christ said to Tames and John,
“Follow me.” He talked to them as ra
tional beinee: for if thev conld not fol
tow Him. why did He ask them?

Yon have the power of choice: choose
life! Ry thet expressive word. in the
Ribla. i« meant—tha favor of God, the
pardan  of vonr cins,  the enstainine
atrenath to do vight: it is the union of
vour heart with Jesns in thie world
and an wmendine  heaven hevond the
wrave  “Death” i« the aheence ofs all
these, it means the daminion of «in in
this world. and the mmmishwent of sin
in the world th come

But von mav sayv “YT am not choonsing
Arath: it ie ineoncaiveble that any sane
weraon <hould deliberately decide to he
eternally  wretched  when he or she
might he eternially happy.” T admit
that.peonla "o nnt nenally set snecess
and hapnines: nn the one hand  and
ratn on the other hand, and then del'h
arately <hanse tn he rnined. Yet it i«
equally true that multitudes are e
leotine snd nursine courses that inevit
ahlv Tead to rn

Here 15 a young man settine ont in
tife. Of conrse his preference wonld he
to heeame rich and prosnerons. Buthe
chooses o lead a eareer of indolence and
thriftlessness, which mavitahly  hrinee
him to poverty and keens him there

Tn like manner. mv friend. when vou
decided to refuse that loving Savionr who
18 even now knockine at the door of
your heart, von choose to rick the con
sequence:, When von chon<e to eonfinnn
on in sin. to follow the devices and de
stres of an unconverted heert, to refuse
o ha all that Christ wonld make von
and to grieve awav tha Holv Spirit of
tove, von are deliherately choosing eter
nal death: for yon choonse the path that
leads to death.

Yon are not, and you eannot he in a
position of neutrality. Not to accent
Jesns Christ is tn reiect TJaens Christ,
and thns throw away all the infinite ad
vantares and hlessinee which We affors
vou. Tnstead of avking vourself the
anestion. “Oneht ¥ 44 hecome a Chris
tian?" von had better face the other
anestton. “Have T refnced to he a Chris
tiant”

Tt i« no unkindnaess to say to yon that
the only effectnal hindrance to vour he
ecoming a Christian and securine eternal
life. fs vonr awn <ins. TTatil yon break
off from them, you cannot lay hold on
Christ hv faith. and ~ome into heart
union with Him and obedience to His
commandments.  Nn man can serve two
masters: von eannot go in two onposite

<

direct!ons at the same time. Every day
you spend away from Christ is a lost
day. The lonzer you live as you are,
the harder will it be to become a strong.
happy and useful follower of Jesus,
Your hahits of thought and action will
become the more deeply rooted. Yon
will have just so many more weeds to
pull up: stn is terribly self-propagatine

Some persons may tell yon that it is
# very easy thing to hecome a Christian

us easy as lifting vonr hand. Ye! ]
15 an Infinitely easv thine for the om-
nipntent Spirit of God to renew yonr
heart 1 anewer to honest nraver: and it
will ha a very simple thing for von to
heeome a Christion if von are willines
to ent loose from vone old sinfnl «o'f
and faten vonr heart hald on tha di
vine Saviour.

Do nnt ack for an easier calvation than
that: it will not he worth the havine
it it doe not hring von a new character
and » new style of dailv eondnet.  Thor
ongh wead nnlline and thoroneh nlow
ing are essential to a rood crop, “fome
peaple said anaint Sonteh Patherfard,
“want to heve Christ for ahont nothine
and never have had a sick nicht over
thelr awn sine.  Thiz maketh lonce
work.” Tt i« fnst cuch loose work that
pradnces the half converted Christians:
and it takes 2 ereat manv half Chris
ti'me to make a single whole ona, The
gate into the path of nunty and neace
and power is ton nareaw for van o
smneela in o whole hackload of «in
oven if en

dence wonkl Tet von gttt

Repentance and cutting loose from the
dominion of sin must he attended with
a cleaving to Jesns (Mipict A sincle
contact of the sonl with Chrict has madn
manv a ona a Christion. The fire* hon
et anpenach to Him - the firct cpeers
praver for pardon—the first act to ohev
and nlease im-—thesa have been like
tha teueh of that woman wha had the
Tonz malady: they have hronsht the
Hle sing.

A man who had shemefnllv wroneed
a neichbor was hrought nnder eonvie
tion of sin and conld find no nence. At
tendine a relieions carvice where he ee
nied hi= neivhhar, he callad him ont
into tha vestibnle and hersed his par
don fir the wrong committed. That was
the hezinning with him of a Christian
life,

Conversion is the act of turning to
Teenus as the only Saviour—the Saviour
wha died to redeem von. A« snon ae
von berin to trust Him and to obey
Him the healine eomes  Yon must nn
darstand that faith iz vastly more than
an opinion or a richt feeline. Tt is a
transactinn—it iz the contact of 2 persm
with a divine Pepson. of a weak. sinful
penitent soul with an all enfficient Re
deemer. You need to he shut nup to this
one tremendous trnth-—either Jesus
Christ mnst save me, or T am lost!

Attendance nnon church service, Rihle
readine, or the hest of sermons, or an
“inquirers’ meeting,” or prayer, or any
other good thing will he nseless ¢ yon
atterapt to put them in the place of a
persona! erasp on Jesne Christ, Faith
13 indispensable if yon wish to draw un
water from a deep well: but it is the
water that yon are after.

True faith puts your =oml into lov
ing contact with the lovine S0 of God,
A tonch fs enongh to hezin with: it
mnst he followed by a <tvone and con
stant cleaving. The rraft that is in ert
ed in tha cleft hongh of an apple tree
must hecome united to tha trea hefore
it vields fruit, Ahid'ne in Christ and
only throuzh that aliding, will yan be

a virorons, fruitful and joyous Chris-
tian,

And if yon become such a Christian,
your wonder and your sorrow will be
that you never became one before. Men
have lived to regret almost everv con-
ceivahle step, but T never heard of a
person who repented of loving, obey-
ine and serving the Tord Jesus Christ.

Preshyvterian Standard.

NORTHFIELD ECHOES,

Thrilling Review of the World wide
Sitnation

Mr, Tohn R. Mott spoke as follows:

“Tt has been mv responsibility and
privilege dnring the past sixteen or
seventeen months to visit all of the
continents of the world. T have come
hack from these recent journeys with
one overwhelming conviction, and that
iz that the time is actually at hand
when there must be an unprecedented
advance on the part of the forces of
pire Christianity, and more especially
of the British Tslands and North Amer-
iea. on hehalf of the multitudinons in-
hahitants of the non-Christian world.

“T do not reeall having visited a
vinele conntry in these fourneys where
T formed the impression that Christ
and Wis canse are meeting with defeat,

“T waw the streamns of light breakine
into the Dark Continent in the darkest
mlaces, T found that South Ameriea
was an awakening continent. T have
Toarned that in Tndia not only among
the educated clasces but  among the
most depressed masses Christ is being
enthraned. T found in the Philippine
nossesainne nothing less than an ethieal
revival in  progress, even within the
preat Catholic Church. T found as T
came up into the great Chinese Empire
that, wherens on the oceasion of my
visit abont ten years ago to China T was
told there was 80,000 Protestant Chris-
tinne, a few weeks ago T was told there
are one hundred and eightv thousand
Protestant Christians and that the lar
gest ineatherings into the kingdom of
onr Lord and Savinur have heen, not
hefore the Boxer uprising, but since
that awful catastrophe.

“T discovered in Japan that although
thera are only about sixty thousand
commnnicants of Protestant charches,
and possibly not as many members of
the Roman chureh, and certainly not as
many of the Greek Catholie church,
making in the aggregate something like
ona hinndred and fifty thousand Chris-
tians, and over forthy millions of Bud-
dhiste these two religions are spoken
of among educated men of Japan as
equale, and when any distinetion is
made T discovered that it was always
made in favor of Christianity.

“And in Korea a nation being moved
upon from one end to the other by the
Almighty Power of the Spirit of God.
Tn one denomination in Korea last year
there were ten thonsand accessions to
the Church, or more than in all Japan
in connection with the work of thirty
missionary societies in the same period.
Tn my judement if the attack in Korea
is properly sustained by the Christians
of North America and Great Britain, in
less than half a generation Korea, will
take its place in the Christian columns
among the nations, and will have the
unique record of being the first non-
Christian nation in this modern mis-
sionary effort which has become an
evangelized nation."

Words are always actions, and actions
are a kind of words,—Emerson.




