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The Call of Moses.

S. S. Lesson, Dec. 1, 1901 ; Exodus 3: 112

Golden Text—Exod. 3 : 12,
with thee.

Cortainly T will be

< BY REV ] MCD DUNCAN, B.D,

Now Moses kept the flack, v. 1. 1 was
an herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore
fruit,” said Amos, the earliest of Isracl's
prophets.  “Iam a peasant’s son, my fath-
er, grandfather and  great-grandfather  were
all genuine peasants,” said Luther, the great
leader of the Reformation.  God has always
put onor on work,  Adam was a gardener ;
Moses, like the patriarchs, was a shepherd ;
Jesus was a carpenter ; John was a fisher
man ; Paul was a tentmaker. I'o have
plenty of honest work and to do it wel' isto
stand in the direct live of succession to  the
best and greatest of our r ce,

And the angel of the Lord appeared unto
him in a flame of firc. vo 2, There are three
great facis abcut God et forth when He s
represented under ti fig re of fire: (1) His
intense activity,  In the spring tine the riys
of heat from the tun'’s central fires aw.ken
s ceping nature, ‘I'he furnace fices give their
wonderful speed to the locom tive and the
steamship.  S) God is constantly active in
nature and history.  (2) His mighty power.
Fire is one of the most resistless of his mas-

ters. There is no force that can  success

fully oppose the might ot God. (3) His
perfeet holiness. A riy of light pascs
through a room impregnated  with  discase

germs, but it will cury no contagion.  In
like manner the divine holiness blazes with
dazzling brightness amid the impurities of
earth.

And the bush was not consumed, v. 2
Our Church has inherited from the Chuich
of Scotland the banner which bears the -
blem of the burning bush, and the motto :
¢NEC TAMEN CONSUMERATUR" —**Yet it was
not consumed.”  T'his wa, a firting motto
for a Church born in days of ficrce persecu

tion, and harried by Claverhouse and his
dragoons. It is a suitable motto for any
branch «ft » Church of Christ or any true
believer. N Church in which God dwell's

can be destr yod, and no individual in whose
heirt He iesidis can perish.

Why the bush is not burnt, v. 3 How
often and in how many lands it has seemed
as if the Church of Chnist were doomed to
a certain destruction ! In Rome, when Noro
lighted his gardens with living torches made
of the pitch-covered bodies  of Christians ;
in France, when the Hugucnots were  mass-
acred by thousands ;in Scotl.nd, whe: the
Covenanters were hunted d own ke wild
beasis ; in Englan i, when the Paritans were
driven trom their native shores ; in China,
the other day, when Christian  m ssionarf®s
wer: banished, and native Chri-tians toriur-
ed and murdered, the enemics of the Church
have triumphed and her fri'nds have heen
saddened  Why has the bush not been
burnt 2 Why have all her toes b en unable
to destroy the Church 2 Because God is in
the midst of her. She lves bccause He
lives. Her victory is assured because the
Living God dwells in her.

The place whereon thou standest is  holy
ground, v 5. We need to learn that God is
hly as well as good und gracious.  For the
long period covered by the Old  Testament
the divine holiness w:8 kept most prominent-

ly in view. But the New Testament  does
not allnm us to forget the great lesson of the
Old. For in Hebrews we read (12 28, 29) .
“Letus have grace, whereby we may serve
God acceptably with reverence and ).udl)
fear ; for our God is a consuming fire.”

I am the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac. and the God of Jacob, v. 6 Itis on
this passage that our Lord founds His argu-
ment for the resurrection, against the Sad-
ducees (Mark 12 : 26). The argument is
that men cannot exhaust the triendship of
God in th brief span of human lite, and
that there miust therefore be another hife in
which they may discover and «xplore  the
unknown oceans and continen's of that
friendship,  Imagine, as some one has put
it, the world to be one great and perf et gem
and th's gem given to one man.  The wift
wou'd entitle the recipient to use that gem
until he had come to the end of its purchas-
ing power.  So, when God calls men His
friends, He endows them with the right to
avail themsclves of Fhis friendship unul they
have drawn upon all its resources,  But that
is to say that the friendship between God
and men must be eternal and that it cannot
be interrupted by death.

Who am I that I should go unto Pharaoh ?
v. This 15 the same Moses who in his
self confidence had supposed  his  brethren
would have understood how that God by his
hand would deliver them (Acts 7: 25). But
it1s Moses steipped of all self-sutficiency and
ready to cast himself on the strength of the
Almighty.  ile wason the edge of a great
discovery —whence true strength comes.

-
Prayer.

Our Heavenly Father, do thou write thy
law upon our heart, and give us a disposition
towards obedience, so that every word which
thou hast spoken may become the rule of
cur conduet,  Grant us the continual minis-
try of Thy Holy Spirit to enhghten the mind,
to sanctify the will, to subdue and control
the whole heart, so that there may be no dis
ohedience or rebellion in us, buta quiet and
loving dedight in all goodness and holiness.
We thank thee thou hast address-d a speech
to cvery heart ; may each hear the word thou
hast sen. it Prescrve the hitile one that he
way become a strong  man, speak to the
aged that he may renew s youth in the im
mortal hope of fellowship with the spirits of
just men made perfeet.  Address the busy
man who is secking his fortune in the dust,
and cxeite in his soul a hunger which the
bread of carth cannot satisfy. — Tell the af-
fl cted that the time of weakness is but for a
moment, and the time of immortal health is
as the duration of God  Sancuty all va ieties
of discipline and training through which we
pass, and at last, washd in the blood of the
everlasting covenant, <anctified and inspired
by the Holy Spint, may we enter in through
the gates into the city whose hills are light,
whose walls are jasper, and whose streets are
gold.  And this we ask in Jesus' name.
Amen.—Selected,
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We often think of heaven as if that alone
were our Father's house  No ; we are G
children, and we are i our Fathy'
here and now,

Good People We All Have Met
REV DANIEL YOUNGBLOOD,

Rev. Daniel Youngblood comes of true
blue Preshyterian stock. He is third in a
line of Presbyterian preachers in his family,
Was well grounded in the Bible, the Shorier
Catechism and the Confession of Faith, A
bright boy too, who graduated with hcnors
at college, and who was a fine student at the
seminary and came away, thinking in his
heart that what he had not learned of theol-
ogy, and had not planned as best methods
of work and did not know of religious exper-
iences, was not worth learning, or planning,
or knowing.

And he was earnestly and  zealously de-
voted to his Master’s service,  He seems 1o
see how much land there is yet to be poss-
essed and he means 1o do his part in  poss-
essing it.

His zeal is unquenchable, his cpinions
unchangeable and he himself  unsnubable,
If you downed him he 1s up again as quick
as a cork in a basin of water.

His first charge was a church with a
session of grey-headed men, Now we all
L.now that grey headed men have lived long
enough to know some things from experience;
that they have learned to be cauious ; that
they believe in “hastening slowly” in most
mateers, and  zealous  brother  Youngblood
would map out work for one month which it
practicable, they judged would  require a
year  He proposed to change things, and
stir them up generally, 1t th y remonstrated
gently, why he just smiled on them pityingly,
and with a degree of forbearance really
creditable, all things being considered.  He
whispers to you confidentially, “the dear old
brethren are just a little old  fogyish, you
know," and s raightway calls up some young
men and women, and befo e the session has
fully decided that the worc can be done,
they have it well under wa .

And yet Rev. Danicl Youngblood is a
good young man and a fine preacher, 100.

S pretty, so jovial, so full of healthy glad
ness is Mrs. Facebothways,  You find your-
self beginning to smile as soon as she comes
in sightt  And she is so kind hearted, so
ready to help in every church  enterprise
So loyal to her friends and to  her church,
she hus already trained her bright little
daughter to be a staunch Presbyterian

It is a rare thing that Mrs. Facebothways
is ever missing from a service on Sabbath or
on Wednesday cvening,

“Well)” you say, “what is the matter? |
find no fault with her.  You describe a very
charming young woman, 1 think.”

Yes, but—she wants to go to church faith-
fully on Sundays, and on M nday she wants
as faithfully to go to her card party or per-
haps a dunce.  She belongs to all the social
clubs of her town that are worth joining.
Her visiung list contains the names of all the
.05t fashionable set, and t with recep-
tions, and at homes, b 1 teas, euchre
parties, book clubs, plays and operas, the
good m.d is choked, and our dear, bright-
faced young friend does not bring forth
those fruts that should appear, and that
those who love her truest welfare would love
10 see grow,

Her heart is divided.  She is trying to
serve God and Mammon,

She thinks it is lovely for staid, grey-haired
women ‘0 be good, and to live out cheer-
fully and quietly a social life that is religious-
ly unworldly,  And some day she means to
! 100, but just now she thinks she

. red 10 death” if she could not
h.lvc what she ca" 1 10! ime 3 that is, f
world

she couldnt give o « od L A
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