
grv.it 'i-.il .ff Knglaml. ami t" quote trim tliv liKtiiric 
a. ."imt. ji..—i—: ai ,if tlu- '.aiilv la ink- in tliv right
"t tliv Crown a" Kngland. by digging ii]> a turlv ami rv- 
v< n ing tin- '.ini.- with a ha/.cll xvamlv delivered tint" him 
after tliv manner <>f the law v and i iistmnv <n Knglaml. 
Then he signified uni • tliv company. In nil stranger- and 
"tint', that frmii tlivneefurth they were t" 1 i\ « in that 
lande as tliv tvrriturivs appcrtayning lint" tliv Co >w tie 
"f Knglaml. and t > >v guvernvd by such law vs .i' by 
_ .n! ad\i-v 'h- ul 1 hv 'Vt down A ] ■ i lar was ervvtvd 
which In -rv tliv fiiyal arms engraved "ii a plate U lead, 
and amid clivers fr mi the assembled pv «pic. Newfound­

land was formally proclaimed a colony "i the British 
Crown. That was "ii Monday. Wigu-t 5th. 15S3.

1 ’.ut long lu t-ire that day St John's was tliv rvo-giv/ed 
v litre "f tliv island’s fish lui'inv". and tliv daring and 
determined West country merchant' wvrv ma'U r~ oi an 
ininvti'e and immensely lucrative international trade. 

There w ere thirty 'i\ vessels in St. John's when < .ilhert 
vstaldished the colony. I laves, his sccoti'l m connnand. 
in hi' narcativi a the expedition calls St. ! diiVs ‘‘a pi a 1 
vet popul 11s and much irv<|iientvd.” • .ilhvrt ' far aider 
and liv re f.un us half hn tiler. Sir W alter Raleigh, the 
true father of Mriti-h colonial enterprise, declared in 
1 :o(. that if any harm should liviall the Newt 'midland 
tlvet. it w 1 iii'd he the greatest calamity which could li.ap 
pen Kngl.and. l!y the way. 1 me cannot help thinking 
Iniw va~th different w mid have keen the fortunes >f 
St. I "Ini’s and of Newt" -midland, had Raleigh instead of 
(’.illurt liven the man in command t that first coloni'ing 
expedition. < "olliert was a phil"' qilnr. Raleigh was a 
genius, («ilhert was a visionary. Raleigh hr*night vis­
it ms t 1 pa—. Mritain’s «ddi't horn had keen 1> >rn to 1 let­
ter «la's had the man of affairs and not the idealist had 
her earliest fortunes in control.

IT0111 15V3 onward. St. John - gradually assumed in 
. rc.i'cd imp"’tance Those hluii and haphazard arhitor~ 
if .1 \er\ rough and haphazard law. the fishing admirai', 

were superseded. I>\ and by, hv govern -rs win• Imre the 
roi al commission. Some "t these, s mth 1" tell, had tint 
much more breadth of vision than tile fishing skippers 
• hat preceded them. Mut tlicv had a due 'vtise of re­
st* 'Usihilit v. and so very slowly, and with many lapses

and vicissitudes. the little capital took on more and more 
of permanence and order. It is interesting to try to 
visualize those early day -, to picture to oneself the 
gradual pushing hack of the forest which originally 
skirted the harbor to the water"' edge, the widening of 
the paths • irregular roadway' with rough houses 
and ciit 1 - 1 milt at intervals. It i- interesting to think
of the iptaiiit craft that have entered yonder Narrows 
and come to anchor in this landlocked harlmr. and of the 
quaint crew ' that manned them. What polyglot speech 
was heard on the "Id wharves and stage' and flake', 
with the deep-toned dialect- of Dev on and I > Tsct and 
Somerset predominating over all W hat shouts of fight­
ing hav e echoed around these peaceful hills, what scenes 
of riot and Id.md'hcd have taken place in these quiet 
streets. \h. there have lieen stirring time' indeed in <>ur 
rough island -1 rv. and St. John - has ever liven the very 
centre of them. Think of the day - when S live rovers 
harassed our fishermen, or when Krcncli -hips of war 
lmvered outside the harbor, and the geat chain was 
stretched across the Narrows fr mi Chain K >ck to the 
Pancake. to keep them out. Think of the "cxcur-iotis 
and alarums when the enemy had made a landing 
:n some near 11; harlmr and were marching <>n the tow 1 
Mut, after all. it remains ... true that the greatest 
enemies of St. hdin's and of Newfoundland were those 
who ought to have liven their best friend', the rich and 
powerful merchant adventurers of the West ( ountrec. 
who kept the island as a preserve oi their own. century 
after centurv It wa- the riches of Newfoundland and 
not her pou-rt . that kept her s • long front development 
and settlement She lmilt up tnanv a stately mansion on 
the hillsides of Devon and Dorset and Somerset, and 
I mured into the cotters of the astuti and selfish traders 
mam .1 prince]v fortune, while she hcr-cll was kept a 
how ling wilderness, and settlement upon her 'bore- made 
a penal ofïenct Lord Itacon may well, ns I’r.uv'i- sug­
gests. have had tin -c Devon merchant' in mind, when 
he -aid that the government should not depend upon the 
counsel of too many 111 rv-pcct of the treatment of a plan­
tation. and that tli-ise whose judgment wa- sought 
should lie "rather noblemen and gentlemen than mer­
chants, for tliev look ever to the present gain.
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