POLAND, PRUSSIA AND
CULTURE

I is hardly necessary at the present moment to offer
apologies for a pamphlet on the above subject. The
war which is now going on has been proclaimed to be
a struggle to free small nationalities from oppression ;
and Poland, in the early slages of the conflict, was singled
out as one of those which were to be emancipated. A
short account, therefore, of the life of this people may not
be without interest for English and American readers ;
and a member of a nation hitherto oppressed and out-
raged may permitted to remind the world of some
part of her sufferings, as well as to give a few typical
features of her present life.! The case for Poland need
not be urged afresh. But the efforts which the Prussians
are everywhere making to represent themselves as the
champions of culture justify an account of the bar-
barities which they commit daily, and which are charac-
teristic of their methods alike in peace and in war.

Prussia is the worst enemy of Poland. The best proof
of that fact is to be seen in the present German character
of the country east and north of Berlin, all of which
was formerly Slavonic. For a long time past German
colonizers have come into Russian Poland as a kind of
advance guard of the Drang nach Osten. I should like
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