
8 NEVER-FAIL BLAKE

again mysteriously involved in the Sheldon 
wire-tapping coup. This Montreal banker 
named Sheldon, from whom nearly two hun­
dred thousand dollars had been wrested, put 
a bullet through his head rather than go home 
disgraced, and she had straightway been 
brought down to Blake, for, until the autopsy 
and the production of her dupe’s letters, Shel­
don’s death had been looked upon as a murder.

Blake had locked himself in with the white­
faced Miss Elsie Verriner, alias Chaddy Cra- 
vath, alias Charlotte Carruthers, and for three 
long hours he had pitted his dynamic brute 
force against her flashing and snake-like eva­
siveness. He had pounded her with the artil­
lery of his inhumanities. He had beleaguered 
her with explosive brutishness. He had bull­
dozed and harried her into frantic weariness. 
He had third-degreed her into cowering and 
trembling indignation, into hectic mental un­
certainties. Then, with the fatigue point well 
passed, he had marshaled the last of his own 
animal strength and essayed the final blasphe­
mous Vesuvian onslaught that brought about


