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BOUNDARIES OF ONTARIO,

SPEECH DELIVERED IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

FEBRUARY 19th, 1880.

BT

HON, WM, MACDOUGALL, C,B„ M,P.

(From the Uncial li€i)mt of the iJtbate-'.J

Mr. MACD0[TGALL: Tlie lion, geu-

tl'^man whrv lins juKt iuldressod the House
wai good enough to make some reference

to a recommendation of mine, when J was
employed as a Comm'ssioner for the Pro-

vince of Ontario, to investigate this ques-

tion of its western and northern bound-
aries, and to report to that Uovernuient
the facts, evidence, views and opinions

i-esulting from that investigation. I sup-

pose the hon. gentleman gives me some
credit—I took it in a complimentary
sense—that, on that occasion I recom-
mended the ap[)ointment of a third person

to act with the two Comtnissioners ap-

pointed by the respective Governments,
whose report might take tlit; form of an
award. That is quite true, but in at-

tempting to mnke that recommenda-
tion a cover for, or to conunit mc in

any way to the api)roval ot the award
which has been made, the lion, gen-

tleman compels me to say that, if the

members of this Houiio will refei- to the

correspondence published in the Journals

of the Local Legislature, they will sen

that it was not intended, nor did it entf r

into my mind, that the report of thoCom-
missioner.s should be a definitive award
like that which we are now considering. It

was to be all exaiuliial/iuu of the iiistoi y of

the question, a collection of material facts

whicli might be found pertinent to a

decision of the question, Is there a

western or northern boundary line of On-

tario ( If we found it, we were to report

the fact. We had no authority to make
or declare a boundary. With the indul-

gence of the House, I will take the oppor-

tunity to make a few remarks upon the

gravity of the question we have to deal

with, and upon the objections which have

been made to the proposition of the hon.

gentleman o})posite (Mr. Dawson) to refer

to a Committee of this House tho duty of

examining and reporting upon this award.

In the first place, the extent of territory

that is involved, the material interests

that are at stake—or rather the control

and jurisdiction over these material in-

terests—as well as the political questions

involved in the action which this House
is inviteil to take by the hon. gentleman

opposite, when he asked us to approve of

the award, are too inqjortant for off-hand

or summary treatment. I have in my
hand a report prepared by the Ontario

(rovernment, accompanied by a map
illustrating the extent of territory,

and the importance of the interests

from a Provincial point of view

that art! involved in t is question. I

will take the liberty of re.iding a .single

' paragraph which will enable the House
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