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wo should see oiir^aStmtMl. workhouses empty ; we should
see more lives saved in twelve months than are consumed
in a century of bitter savage war. W^fitiould transfigure
and trunsfbrni the face of the whole dountry." '

Mr. Gladstone says. 'It has been said that greater
calamities are inflicted on mankind by intempemiice than
by the three great historical scourges—war, pestilence, and

r l_famine. This is tru^ for us, and it ia the iMeasuro of our
^•^7^iscred it and. disgrace." • /'
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liho Times says that "strong drink produces more idle-
[ness, crimp, disease, want, and misery tl^n all other causes

1
put together;" wHile i\\& Daily Tdcffrapfi says, " The entire
Itrade is a covenant with si h'^and death."

I might add to these a host of other witnesses all

supporting their testimony, but I refrain'. I have shown
you that our year's Drink Bill is ah^ii|iniense one, and that
instead of producing health, :intelligc^ice, virtue, and happi-
ness, it has produced' igHomnee, madness, misery, dime,"
and duatli. That, as the reSult of our year's expenditure,
we have had tradp crippled, our >orkliouseS crowded, and
the morals, intelligence, and health of > the people seriously
injured. That during the past year drink has plunged
.thousands of f^miires into misery, tuited thousands d^f
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peojile on tlie parish for others to support ; ooUA-erteil

^thousands or our people into c;i;i^inal9; and Jnirried at!'

^Jeast-80,000 of our iellow-cpun%men into a drunkard'a.
^giuye aiid a drunkard'a eternity/ And, alas! this destrucf
^tion is/not stayed. As I speak, hope is- dying out of tlie

hearth of thousands of the. fathers, motli^>'sr-«dves, and
sisters of Qrt^at Ih-itain, and a wail is heafcC" lI(jw\long, 0.

~£>d,how long?" /To tins sad cry the Christian/Church
iowWgive an encouraging answer; Sfio has but to catch
the spirit and jmitute the example of her l)ivtne Master,
who gave up even the glory of heaven to save her fromi
sorrow and death, and a u^w era. would begin.
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