
The CaitadiiiH .(/inm;; ImtilMlr

\ fjfi tal>U ,)riMTvi-il in the rucks. I'Ihtc arc facts in nature which
can Ih- niaUc to ronforni to cither of these theories. Init for t!ie

present we nnist consi«lcr oil as a material in the rocks, the oripin

of which is still unexplained."

Now, I am anions those who cannot snhMrilK- to these tirra

incciinita statements as to the origin of oil, and as I will endeavor
to show Ik-Iow, I »!nnk that science has long ago recorded and is

recording every day in the newly dcvelo|)ed oil and gas fields

many facts ( amo»>g tlies-- the valuahle records of .Mr. Hill himself,

In the very papiT alxwe quoted) which in my opinion have thrown
and contimie to throw the clearest light on that origin of the

hv<lnH:arlH»ns, whether they be petroleum, natural gas, or solid

liy«lr(K"irlK)ns.

I will present Itelow a few of these facts under the following

heads

:

(A). In which I will give examples of carlxin and hydro-
carl>ons in ancient plutonic rocks as well as in the present vol-

canoes, the other associated gaseous emanations of which I will

also hriefly review, as well as their solfataric jjliase.

(M). In which I will jjoint out the true analogy of the vol-

canic emanations and iihenomena to the products and conditions

found in all the oil and gas helds.

((.) In which 1 will show the complete inade(|uacy of all

organic theories.

(A). As everyone knows carl)on is the fundamental element
of the organic world, but this inust not blind us to the fact that

carbon is also a very important element of the mineral world.

Indeed the predominance of carlM)n in the organic world is one of

the strongest evidences that can possibly be a(l<luced to demon-
strate its great importance, during past as well as present ages, in

!. • mineral world ( including of course the atmosphere") for vege-
tables and animals alike had e\ idently no other source to draw
from. When one reflects on all the carlwn subtracted from the

mineral world during the past geological ages b\ all the repre-

sentatives of the organic kingdom, especially since the beginning
of the ( arboniferous. to form not only the coal beds, but the

limestones, he nuist admit that the ,>rimitive atmosphere was very

rich in carbon.
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