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winds, all the poetry that had ever been written,

and every science that learned men had ever known.

But what was far better than all this learning

was that the princess was humble and good. She

never thought herself wiser than other people, and

her chief pleasure was in doing kind things and

helping others. Her father called her the light of

his eyes, and his one fear was that she would some
day marry and leave him alone.

And true it was that many princes wished to

marry Ursula, for the fame of her beauty and of her

learning had spread to far distant lands.

Now on the other side of the sea, not very far

from Brittany, there was a great country called

England. The people there were strong and

powerful, but they had not yet learned to be

Christians. The king of that land had an only

son called Conon, who was as handsome as h" was

brave. And when his father heard of the fame of

the Princess Ursula he made up his mind that

she should be his son's v^.. So he sent a great

company of nobles and ambassadors to the court

of Brittany to ask King Theonotus for the hand of

the Princess Ursula.

That king received the messengers most courte-

ously, but he was very much troubled and perplexed

at the request. He did not want to part with

Ursula, and he knew she did not wish to marry and

leave him. And yet he scarcely dared offend the

powerful King of England, who might be such a

dangerous enemy.

So to gain time he told the messengers he would


