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a resolution that those who had voted in the nega-

tive "do not deserve and have forfeited their votes

in this convention. " The feeling excited by this

condemnatory motion was so strong that Conkling

was obliged to withdraw it. He also made a con-

test in behalf of the unit rule but was defeated, as

the convention decided that every delegate should

have the right to have his vote counted as he in-

dividually desired. Notwithstanding these defeats

of the chief manager of the movement in his favor,

Grant was the leading candidate with 304 votes on

the first ballot, James G. Blaine standing second

with 284. This was the highest point in the ballot-

ing, reached by Blaine, while the Grant vote made
slight gains. Besides Grant and Blaine, four other

candidates were in the field, and the convention

drifted into a deadlock which under ordinary cir-

cumstances would have probably been dissolved

by shifts of support to Grant. But in the prelim-

inary disputes a very favorable impression had

been made upon the convention by General Gar-

field, who was not himself a candidate but was

supporting the candidacy of John Sherman, who
stood third in the poll . On the twenty-eighth ballot

two votes were cast for Garfield although he pro-

tested that he was not a candidate and was pledged


