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to understand this, we must examine more closely the channels
through which the investors of capital realize their returns, for
we know full well that no person would surrender the proceeds
of a year's work and permit himself to live in need, were there
not some powerful goad behind him, least of all not the soil
slave, for there is no bigger kicker in existence. It is a thous-
and pities that his hoofs are not directed in the right direction.

The great mass of the farmers of the prairie provinces are
engaged in raising grain. Wheat being King, we shall need
o examine just what happen(‘d to the really enormous output of
the West. We saw that wheat was a commodity, and that its
value was measured by the amount of social labor necessaiy
for its production, and we pointed out that this was a most vital
thing—indeed, was the pivot upon which all the rest turned.
Were it not for this, the exploitation of the Canadian farm slave
could only be accomplished by the direct method of wage
slavery. Indeed, did enough of the farm slaves understand this
law of value, the capitalist system would be no more. Re-
member also, my dear E., we made a bold guess that the cost
of producing wheat was somewhere near sixty cents per bushel,
and now comes forward the Royal Commission on Grain
Markets, Saskatchewan, 1913, and establishes the proof. Fifty-
five cents per bushel on the farm is the price given by this body
of investigators.  Now in 1909, the cost of production was ap-
proximately forty-eight cents per bushel, and the average return
eighty-one and one-fifth cents per bushel, but in 1913, fifty-five
cents is the cost of production, and sixty-six and one-eighth the
average return. This means that the cost of production has
risen 12.15 per cent., while the price received has fallen nearly
45 per cent. Small wonder under these conditions that the
country is being de-populated.

There has been a superstition abroad until quite lately,
that somehow Canadian wheat would never fall in price, because




