
I«.' STIDtKS I\ KORSK llKKRniNO

ui>(>n jtrize winiiiiij,' horses by tlu- fjreat mass of |)fo|)K', and cs-
l»ecially l)rcf(lcrs, l".\liil)itors will thiTiist-lvcs i)rice first class
uiiitUTS hclnw tlio-c winning,' no plai f in thv >anic- class, it also
cxiilains in a mcaMirc. why our i>cst horso an- never shown.

286. The Value of Good Eyes. The next most important
()oini in the hor-^e, is the eye. It is very important, hoth because
<it the utility valui' it pives the horse, and the tendency to inherit
defective vision. In a rei)ort upon 4Q,317 horses used in this
country, ei^'lit \iars or more of age. 5,01,^ had some inherited
defect of the eye. \t the af>:e of iuur and live years, these same
horses had all l)een ])assed as havinj; j^ood eves. These rei)orts
were based upon the examinations of veterinarians, and must he
Ciiiisidered rcli.ible. Such a report is >tartlinfj. however, and well
m.iy be when some more than 10 per cent, of the commercial
horses of a country have defective vision. It is much tnore than
1 would have been inclined to believe, had 1 not the figures he-
fore me. This is in a measure a breed defect, as the grade I'er-
cherons wt re found much more defective in this respect than any
other breed

287. Intelligence and Temperament. The brain develojiment
of the horse, including temperament, i)lays a much more import-
ant part in making u]) the value of a hor>e than has ever lu-en
accorded it. The greater the brain develoi)ment in the draft
horse, the more ea.-ily his work is done, the more ])]e,isure the
driver experience in the handling of his team, and the less wear
upon the horse as a result of his willingness ti> ])erform everv
dut\' reciuired of him.

288. Defective Wind. .Another defect too frequently seen in
tin- draft horses of this country is that of defective wind. This
defect is ffumd in several forms, the most comnion l)eing that of
roaring, and more correctly known as laryngeal heniiphlegia. 1

have attempted no line of investigation so difficult of attaining
definite results, as that of reaching any definite conclusions in
the matter of defective wind. This, for the most part, was made
difificult becau,e of there being no way of testing the wind of a
horse e.xcejit to "wind him" by violent exercise, such as rajiid
trotting or running. Running the horse a short distance is the
est emi)loyed in the markets when a horse is sold, but for the
large users of heavy horses in the city to eniplo\ such a method
at their annual examinations, or at any time, would require con-
siderable time and one finds no disposition on the part of the
large concerns to waste time in doing such things. The result
IS that no test for w ind is given until the horse is incapacitated
for work I find that many of the largest iransfcr Companies,
as well as others emi)loyink a large number of horses, have a
system of examining their horses annually ,and keeping a record
or such examinations, but the test for wind is omitterl


