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King Alfred and the Danes

Alfred the Great was one ..f the best kings who
ever reigned in England. He lived in the time of
the Saxons, and he was not king of all England but
only part of it This part was caUed Wessex, and
lay in the south of the country.

Alfred fought many battles with some people
called the Danos. They came from across the
Worth Sea and landed in England, just as the Angles
and Saxons had come many years before. In
Alfred's time we find that they held a great part of
the land m the east and north of England. Then
they tried to drive Alfred from his throne and take
his land as well.

In ona battle at a place called Wilton the fierce
Danes defeated the men of Wessex, and Alfred was
forc3d to give them money to keep them out of his
kmgdom. But this did not keep them away for
long. After a few years they returned and took
Winchester, the capital of Wessex, and several
other places. Alfred and his little army were
much cast down, but the brave king did not lose
heart He was too great a man for that.


