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•ion iMinii' which all f„r urgent »t»;.-ntion, ii,i it
woiilil b.. unwiM to belittle the impoHance of luch
tendeneie.; bat it in the duty . faith to Ih, on the
wateh for every token of bwhI, and the couraij.! of
rnith revivM aa we mark the widening and .Iwpening
mflnenoo of the apirit of STviee. For the spirit of
*'r%i.-e la awake. It , ,,,ir™ fre«h aetiviti.., and
increased devotion within the Church of Christ and
It exteniU to region, and to men who are outside the
Church's bordem.

It isaeen. ,t, in the «tril<inK revival of missionary
enterprise ana zeal. By clear tokens we are made
ann. that the grace of fiod has stirri'd amongst us a
truer sense of our duty towards those who have not
heard the Ooapel of Christ. The recognition of that
•luty and the desire to ob' • its call ar.. shottti in
many ways: the niultiplicat of misaionarv orgipnisa-
tions, though it has brought .vi; i it some fresh .liirigers
would not have gonj forward had not the ,li*.,.rii.'
ment of missionary obligation been growing in men's
minus

;
while with unhindered gladnais we t imirk

the evidence of that disi-emment in such *• ven-
tures as Jledical Mission-s, ar.d in the increasing num-
ber of those who oflfer themselves for mission w..rk
Nor can we fail to mark in this regard a significant
change m the attitude and tone of general society
It can no longer seem necessary to talk apologetically
of Missions. Their value in the spreading of true
civilisation is attested by every statesman who has
studied the subject, and numerous Reports, parlia-
mentary and official, bear record of it. Justly we
would point to the recent advance of movements such
as the Student Volunteer Missionarv Union- an ad
vanee which would, we believe, have been impossible
but for that spirit of Service which under the guid-
ance and blessing of God is now astir.

That spirit is seen again in the recognition of social
responaibility. It hag given new vitality to the tra-


