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TELEGRAM | 44

from THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DOMINION A

To THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAI

SO5T SECEET & FRESONAL LONDON, February 23rd, 1944,

CLACULAR L. 277

Circuler D, 277. Most Secret and Personal.
Following for the Prime Minister, BDegins: '

United States Ambesssdor in lLondon recently
consulted us regerding a propesal thaet the United States
Government should approach the Government of Eire with a
request for the removal of Axis Diplomatic representetives
in Dublin., He seid that the United Btates Government
oonto-platcd addx--uuu a formal note to the Eire Government
referring to tho doclarod polic;woff thaet Government to le
"a friendly neutral® to the United States, snd pointing
out thut. ouix;g to the geographical position of Eire the
presence there of Germsn snd J-pgnplq Diplomstic and
Consular ropnsontativil"ntférdod faocilities for Axis
esplonage anlnit Allied military opqutions of vital
importance. The u:niiu Btaiol Ambgssador also raised with
us the question whether, if we sgreed with this proposal,
the United Kingdom Government would associaste themselves
with the proposed United Stutes approach,

We carefully considered the matter and came to
the conclusion thet while we could not feel confident that
the r-q\.:ut would be scceded to, it would be desirable teo
support the United States initlative. Obviously if the

request were met the ruult uould be very advantageous,

while even if it were refused no damsge to our interests
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