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I | The week of th
l| Parent and child involved in ci

By CHRISTINA GULEWITSCH Clarkson's co-op president, Sue Keller, believes
Times staff writer parents who attend co-ops gain a good and clear un-

It all started in California in 1927. derstanding of what makes youngsters, theirs andH Mississauga got in on it in the 1950s. Now it’s an others, tick
H international concern and there’s probably one in Most co-ops operate on a shoe-string budget out of
■j your neighborhood church basements and parents support and involve- ̂ ^HHHHfB
HHj The parent cooperative preschool movement is ment is essential Joan Arends, supervisor of Erin- ^rMPjPnH
i- Dooming with 10 schools in Mississauga and a total dale Nursery School and past president of the ”
pH of IS in the Shoreline Council of Co-operative Shoreline group, says parents who don’t do their jH^^^JHjHl
HH Preschools which covers the Peel-Halton area part in operating the school are asked to 'shape-

Originally designed to give three and four-year- up".
HH olds a learning experience outside their own homes. Parents meet with teachers and supervisors usual- ^HH| fHH

H co-ops, as they’ve become known, have developed ly once a month and all business, education and |^^^HQMHK
jfifr.- into activity centres for parents and children alike general concerns are open for discussion Parents cA
JSHj where each learns, grows and shares The intent of may be asked to volunteer to paint schools, build ^Hg
SHI coops is not to provide a babysitting service, but to play equipment, take charge of car pools and con-
§|H! create an environment where parents are involved tribute in any way they can for the benefit of the !■& A <
8iB with their children in learning experiences school and their children. V
HH4 Jan Dawson, supervisor of Clarkson Nursery "The fees paid by the parents to send their 1
■ School on Ma»> Crescent and president of the Early children to school, says Arends, “just cover the 1

Hi Childhood Education Association of Ontario, cost of operation and wages for the teachers 1
believes the co-op school has as much to offer Fees vary depending on the number of days of 1

H parents as it does children operation and expenses of the particular co-op At I
|HJ "Co-op parents know what's going on in the Clarkson the fee is $22 per month for three mor-
^H school,” she says, "because they are in constant nings a week and at Enndale it is $35 for five mor
Hg|| contact with the supervisor and other parents They nings Other schools are in about the same price ^H
HE can also see first hand what goes on when they come range flHHHiL
^H in for duty days " The co-op group, although licensed by the
|jK’‘ A co-op is not a place where a parent drops his province, does not receive provincial funding or |^^^H
HHH child off at 8 a m and collects him at 5 p m assisUnce and is not exempt from sales tax on
H^H Parents, mothers or fathers, are required to per school supplies It is in this area that supervisors JH

form about two or three duty days each month and parents alike hope to make headway To them 
HHH depending on the size of the school and the number provincial funding is a need |^^^HH
HHS of operating days During 1979 International Year of the Child and
HH At Clarkson school, classes are held Mondays, especially during Week of the Child (April 2 to 81 co- jBHHHBBl
^^H Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 to 11 30 am op supervisors and parents are promoting their

Parents take part in activities, under the supervision cause
^H^ of the teacher The ratio of children to adults is "After all," says Dawson, these little people are Elizabeth Schens
^H . about six to one. the future. Don’t they deserve a good, solid start?" u friends look 0
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B Lome Park kids slid on pingos,
H munched on ukpick, muktuk and qu

By JO ANN STEVENSON the experience In Tuk, nothing takes bygone tradition" Fur has k
^■H Times staff writer precedence over a Leaf game replaced by ski jackets, dog sleds

HH There are 16 Lome Park students who For Freida Mangelana the thrill of by snowmobiles (except for racm
know first-hand what a pingo, an ukpik, a swimming in Clarkson Secondary School lamps replaced by electricity


