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‘ Origin

As anyone can tell by look-
ing at this paper, DAL and
that means you—is a member
of the National Federation of
Canadian University Students.
But wipe that look of com-
* placency off your face! If
you're disposed to say, “So
what?”, this page will supply
the answers. After all, you're
paying 50 cents a year for the
privilege of belonging. You
might as well know a little
about it.

It all started way back in 1926
when a group of prudent young
men recognized the need for a na-
tional student movement. And no
sooner said than done — NFCUS
came into being. Of course the idea
hardly spread like wildfire, and
for a number of years the federa-
tion showed heap little smoke.

But its ideals were bound to
eatch attention, and the federation
-eventually made itself known on a
numbet campuses. The need for

a federation which would present a
united student front, which would
speak up in the imterests of stu-
dents, which would promote co-op-
eration and understanding and
make itself heard in international
student affairs, was a manifest one.
In somewhat more elegant form,
these needs were also the prin-
ciples on which the federation based
its existence.

Students’ unions were growing up
at the same time in a number of
other countries, but few others had
to overcome the barriers, geogra-
phical, cultural, and linguistic,
which stultified the growth of the
Canadian federation for many years.
The set backs which NFCUS en-
countered only accentuated the
need for a national federation. It
is, in fact, overcoming these bar-
riers which is the principal aim of
the federation. Its moto is “Unity
in Diversity”.

NFCUS was laid low during the
depression, and again during World
War II. It sprung to life in the
chaotic era after the war, and NFC-
US as we know it really dates from
then. Since that time it has ex-
panded considerably to meet the
needs of the student community.

NFCUS

NFCUS has concerned itself with
the problems and interests of
_Canadian_students in general, It
“ “has taken active steps to introduce
and promote scholarship’ plans. It
has attempted to unify students
across the Dominion by convening
annually to discuss mutual prob-
lems, It has made an effort to es-
~—tablish contact with student or-
ganizations abroad, hoping in this
way to improve international rela-
tions, at least on the university

level.

3 a2

Students have been encouraged
to develop their talents and inter-
ests in- creative writing, art, and
now photography. The entire pro-
gram has been designed to appeal
to and benefit as many students as
possible. They don't always suc-
cegd, but they try. No group can
‘hoast perfect results.

" Before students complain, or pass
lightly ‘over the work of NFCUS,
they should do a little digging on

* t{heir own, and decide what the or-

ganization offers on the national

scale and in the member units.

.:‘—'._ ‘Membership rests with the vote of

the students, reason enough for un-
derstanding the organization to

 Possibly students are justified
~ when they ask, if they think to ask

Possibly they might find the
x or part of it, if they asked

ties. The more students
_represents, the greater the
tentialities become. The guestion
_should be asked is not what
PCUS done for me’ personally
vhat could it do. The NFCUS
ho "_h“;

- at all—what has NFCUS done for
- me? :

s, what have I ever done

on has great po-

support on the
e

and You

Georgian Trophy

Pictured above is the Georgian
Trophy which is awarded annually
by NFCUS to the individual univer-
sity NFCUS committee which has
made an outstanding contribution to
the federation. In 1955-56 it was
awarded to the Dal committee under
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An Interview
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With Pat Fownes and Ed Harris
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Here Are The Facts

Regional President

/
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Fownes

National V. P.

Harris

Pat Fownes and Ed Harris are two of the wheels in
NFCUS. Pat is the head of the federation in the Atlan-
tic region; Ed is mational vice-president for internal
affairs. Both were elected at the last national conven-
tion held at Quebec City during the past Fall. Pat holds
Law and Arts degrees from Dal and was admitted to
the Bar of Nova Scotia last week. Ed is a Dal grad in
Commerce and will get a Law degree in May; last year
he was awarded his C.A. and won the Governor-Gen-
erol’s medal for placing first in Canada.

* *

The Dalhousie Gazette assigned
one of its star reporters to corner
Miss Pat Fownes, the NFCUS At-
lantic Regional President, and Ed
Harris, the Vice-President for Na-
tional Affairs, and get the inside
story on the National Federation.

‘Q': What is the purpose of the
National Federation?

Ed: Canadian Students have a
great many common interests that
can best be promoted by an or-
ganization created to represent
them. These interests include al-
most every -aspect of student life
and may be grouped under three
general heads —

(1) National Affairs

(2) International Affairs

(3) Conferences, exchanged and

student contacts designed to
promote national unity.

‘Q': Do similar organizations ex-
ist in other countries?

Ed: Yes. Virtually every country
in the world has its own national
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union of university students. The
International Student Conference,
of which we are a member, is a
means of co-operation and inter-
change of information between

more than 60 member national

unions students.

‘Q: What is the membership of
the National Federation?

Pat: 25 Canadian Universities
with a total student enrollment of
over 55,000 comprise the present
membership. The only major uni-
versity still outside the Federation
is MecGill and prospects for their
coming into the fold seem quite
bright.

‘Q: How many members does
the National Federation have on
the Dalhousie Campus?

Pat: About 1500. Every student
who pays council fees at a member
university is entitled to a NFCUS
Student ldentiy Card and to all the
privileges that go with it.

‘Q': How is the National Feder-
ation governed?

Ed: The chief governing body is
the National Congress, which meets
annually and is composed of repre-
sentatives of every member uni-
versity. Between congresses an
elected National Executive Com-
mittee, assisted by a permanent Ex-
ecutive Seeretary, directs the ad-
ministration of the National Fed-
eration’s - policies, Our National
Office is established at Ottawa. The
elected executive consists of 7 mem-
bers—a full time president, four
regional presidents, a vice-president
for international affairs and a vice-
president for national affairs.

‘Q': How are the
operations financed?

Pat: Each member university is
assessed on the basis of 50c per stu-
dent for the first 1500 students and
on a somewhat reducing scale for
larger enrollments. There are some
other miscellaneous sources of rev-
enue. This gives us a total budget
of slightly over $20,000, out of which
we must finance our national con-
gress, our national office adminis-
tration, our executive meetings, our
international representation, etc.

Federation’s

‘Q':  What are the major national
projects currently being under-
taken? - :

1
Ed: 1. National Scholarship Cam-
paign
2. National Seminar
tegional Conferences and
Student Exchanges
4. National Short Story Con-
test
5. National Photography Con-
test
6. Corpuscle Cup Contest
7. Survey of cultural or-

ganizations on Canadian
campi
8. Student Discount Service

9. Regional Scholarships

10. Life Insurance

11. The NFCUS Travel
partment.

‘Q: Why do we need a Regional
President?

Pat: The Atlantic Region alone
comprises some 10,000 students scat-
tered over four provinces and in ten
different universities; 4t is im-

De-

possible for National Office alone
to satisfy the needs of the local
NFCUS Commitees for information
and assistance and to co-ordinate
their efforts in such ambitious un-
dertakings as the national Scholar-
ship Campaign. To indicate the
volume of activity at the Regional
level, I have sent out a total of 7
Regional memos and 8 National
memos in the past four months; as
well, I write each member univers-
ity individually on an average of
once a week, Two specifically reg-
jonal projects that require my at-
tention are the annual Regional
Bursary. As well, the National Fed-
epalion has found it desirable to de-
centralize administration to some
extent; mandating projects to in-
dividual universities has been one
way of achieving this end; the in-
elusion of Regional Presidents on
the National Executive has been an-
other.

'R': What has been the Feder-
ation's stand in the field of Inter-
national Affairs?

Ed: Our representatives at in-
ternational student gatherings have
cansistently advocated —

t1. A high level of co-operation
and interchange of ideas be-
tween university students of

different countries of the world.

2, A level of understanding and
appreciation of the aspirations
and needs, both material and
spiritual, of university students
in other countries.

3. The right of university stu-
dents everywhere to pursue
their studies unhindered by

censorship, political influence
or other governmental restric-
tions on academic freedom.

4. The equal right of all students
possessing the necessary aca-
demic qualifications to a uni-
versity education without re-
gard to race, religion, colour
or economic status.

‘? The promotion of international
student travel.

B.-Support of the work being done
by World University Service in
the field of international stu-
dent relief and education.

What NFCUS Has Done

—obtained Abolition of 5% Sva.les Tax on Text Books.

—been instrumental in raising Income Tax Exemption for
dependents from $750 to $950.

—instituted a system of Inter-Regional Scholarships where-
by a student may have his fees waived while attending
a university outside his own region.

—set up mutual International Exchange Scholarships.

" —obtained through continuous campaigning substantial in-
creases in Dominion-Provincial Scholarships.

—drew attention to crisis in higher education which event-
ually led to the establishment of the Canada Council.

—obtained 25% Reduction in Rail Fares.

—aset up a Travel Bureau which offers low rates in trans-
Atlantic travel and European tours.

—instituted a Life Insurance Plan at the lowest available

rate in North America.

—organized (a) Canadian University Debating Organiza-
tion promoting national debates and international ex-

change of debating teams.

(b) Canadian University

Press. (c) Contests in Arts, Short Stories, Photography,

EY

—has represented you, the stuﬁent (a) at International

Student Conferences.

(b) before Federal and Provin-

cial governments (c) before Royal Commissions such
as the Massey and Gordon Commissions.

—obtained price Reductions
plus sponsoring a nation

ﬁgurchase of all Sport Goods,

.7.‘-‘-'—‘

e Athletic Union meeting

to unite intervarsity sports on a national scale.

—obtained Reductien on Royalties from Samuel French
Ltd. Canada on all dramatie and operatic productions by

NFCUS members.

—convinced the National Film Board to make a Film on
University student life. The film will help to publicize
the students’ way of life and will show NFCUS at work
on the national and local level. It will also serve to ac-

quaint the students with

OWIl.

niversities other than their

—obtained a Grant of $5000.G;Q to sponsor a National Sem-

inar next September, This

kind in Canada.

,ﬁll be the first seminar of its
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.Who Runs The Federation's

Program For 55,000 Members?

think

programme for

How many people do you

it takes to run a

55,000 members? NEFCUS does it
with a paid staff of three—a rock-
bed minimum for a programme as
extensive as that of the federation.
An executive secretary, one sien-
ographer, and a fuli-time student

president, comprise the whole staif
of the

federation.

Tarnopolsky

MEMBERS

the member uni-
National Federa-
University Stu-

Following are
versities of the
tion of Canadian
dents:

WESTERN — University of Brit-
ish Columbia, University of Alberta,
University of Saskatchewan, Uni-
versity of Manitoba.

ONTARIO — University of West-
ern Ontario, Waterloo College, Mc-
Master University, University of
Toronte, Queen’s University, Carle-
ton University, Universite d'Ottawa,
St. Patrick's College.

QUEBEC — Sir George Williams
College, Bishop’s University, Uni-
versite Laval, University of Mon-
real.

ATLANTIC — Dalhousie Univers-
ity, University of King's College, St.
Mary’s University, St. Dunstan’'s
University, St. Francis Xavier Uni-
versity, Acadia University, Uni-
versity of New Brunswick, Mount
Allison University, Universite St.
Joseph, Memorial University.

And did yvou know that the bud-
get of the federation is only $20,000

amazingly low, when you consider
that the Students Counecil has a
budget of over $30,000 for its local
programme alone.

The structure of the federation is

about as streamlined as its func-
tions permit. Each member uni-
versity has its own NFCUS com-
mittee, which handles the pro-
cramme at the local level. The uni-
versities are broken up into four
distinet regions for administrative
purposes. Each region has its own

regional president, and the four
presidents sit on the National Ex-
ecutivt. Also mtmbers of the na-
tional executive are the full time
National President, the Executive
ecutive. Also members of the na-
tional Affairs, another one for In-
ternational Affairs, and the im-
mediate past president of the fed-
eration.

The major policy - deciding body
of the federation is a national con-
press which convenes annually in
the autumn. Each member uni-
versity sends a delegation to the
National Congress where the pro-
gramme for the following year is
worked out. All members of the
Executive except the Secretary-
Treasurer are elected annually at
the National Congress.

The University of Manitoba is in-
cluded in the Western Region
grouping. Other universities in the
Western Region are Saskatchewan,
Alberta and UBC. This year's Reg-
ional President is Ray Kutz of the
U of S.

The Ontario Region, which in-
cludes eight universities, has nearly
half the total membership on its
campuses. The largest region in
terms of the number of universities
is the Atlantic one, with 10 mem-
bers. The Quebec region is smallest
of the lot, with only three member
universities.

The president of NFCUS is a man
with whom nearly the whole Dal
Council is now familiar, Walter
Tarnopolsky, BA, MA, LLB, who
visited here last month. Tarnopol-
sky, age 26, was Saskatchewan stu-
dent president last year, and for
1956 and 1957 held the postion of
NFCUS Vice-President in charge of
External Affairs. His election was
by a unanimous vote at the 21st Na-
tional Congress which mét in Que-
bee City October 14-18. His main
duties are those of public and ex-
ternal relations and the preparation
of special national projects, such as
the scholarship campaign. Andre
L’Heureux, the Executive Secretary,
is fully conversant both in English
and French, and has besides, an
MA degree to recommend him,

His duties are to correlate the
activities of the various local com-
mittees, to carry out th edirectives
of the national congress, and to
look after the federation's corres-
pondence and publications. One
stenographic assistant aids him in
his work.

The national secretariat is locat-
ed in a one-room office at 375 Rid-
eau Street in Ottawa. Office space
and expenses are shared with the
NFCUS travel bureau,
the same chamber.

located in

Wednesday 29—In a hackney-coach to the Great Hall,
the way being most horribly bad upon the breaking up of the
frost, so as not to be passed almost. Nothing of import so to
the Stables wherein is housed the Coffee-house. A great
throng mingling and milling in the entrance way, low moans
emitting from the gaming rooms.. Thinking to determine the
cause of this disturbance, I pressed forward whereupon I was
approached by two gracious ladies dressed in grey Espying
me they smiled upon which I perceived their teeth were peint:
ed and thus I turned and fled. Home apace most glum think-
ing that women are now admitted to the noble profession of
barbering. Methinks I shall still have my purges and lettings
by Mr. Sweeney Todd. :

Friday 31—My wife out with her dancing master Tawny
to walk in the fields to frost-bite themselves to the College-by-
the sea. Therein a great confusion. Everybody attending to
the inner pages of the Spectator. Obtaining a copy, I quickly
saw the reason. The great Dr. Samson to cry out against me.
To him, I object not but that slavering cur Sobwell accusing
me of incontinance. That man’s lubricities have caused a labe-
faction of morality throughout our whole area.

Monday 3—Abed all day in a vile temper. Of the evening
to the Bear Garden therein to witness the contest of the Tab-
bies and the rapine, lupine crew from the town. A show of
unbridled savagery little resembling the usual diversions pre-
sented therein. Of a sudden one Tappin of the Tabbies almost
decollated in a joust. Wishing to see no more I took my leave,
wondering at so strange a spectacle and pondering the reasons
of its inception. Should a man lead his livelihood to the
slaughter-house? Home and to my chambers. Therein my
wife rifling my purse. A brisk caning deterred her. I must
buy a stronger lock, Hovel wenches never forget the many
tricks of their nefarious trades and I fear I shall never beat
it from her.

Tuesday 4—Up very betimes thinking to walk to the
Great Hall, but first to the Coffee-House. Therein a great
throng but nobody only apprentices at the Bar, among them ™ 4
the Loose Crass Son of an old acquaintance. Didst notice also
many mendicants women of the town begging for alms.. .
T’would by a degrading thing for women of quality but little :
fear of that in the instance. Approached by one of these
creatures, methought she was a jennet, I rebuffed her curtly.
Thereupon one Peeping Tom Donaldson, didst also supplicate
and make entreaties. I listened not. Thence to the Pigma
Sty. Therein none but lawyer Coughing and Grape Shot. In
the corner, brooding, one Prolix Ramble (he do wander might-
ily) the chief among these. There being no mulled =ack I
took my leave.

letters to the editor

Dear Sir:

as the poet observes, is “an excel-

lent thing in a woman".
You, sir, are a blockhead. In £

what I may charitably assume to be
your total ignorance, you have mis-
taken the principles of morality and
journalism, as applicable, in par-
ticular, to an organ of student ac-
tivities. 1 refer to your lunatic
policy of the continued publication
of salacious writings by Mr. Peeps,
whose character I had occasion to
reflect upon in a previous commui-
cation.

I must confess -that I find my-
self in some measure of agreement
with Mr. Peep's observations on
xenodochy. We are beset on all
sides by barbarous and pernicious
nations; and our activities should
be directed rather to the improve-
menf of our own morals, than to
the cultivation of alien vices by
the exaggerated patronage of for-
eigners.

My attention has been drawn to
a slanderous implication regarding
the character of Mrs. Fustian; and
I must protestt most strongly
against a practice which permits
the good name of a lady to be
smirched by the low jests of coffee
house loungers. Mr. Sobwell tells
me that he has close personal know-
ledge of Mrs. Fustain, and that, far
from the tendency to stridulation
implied by Mr. Peeps, her voice is
“ever soft, gentle, and low"”, which,

We have fallen, sir, upon an age
more vicious than most, and it is
your duty not to reflect this de-
pravity, but to reflect upon it. I
trust, therefore, that I shall have
future occasion to commend you for
an improvement in the moral tone
of your periodical, which is at pres-
ent so manifestly debased. In &
ticipation of this, <
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