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"Although they were traditional Metis homelands, anyone can take up residence there now.”

Alberta Metis obtain settlement at FMC '87

by Everett Lambert

OTTAWA — A delegation repres-
enting Metis people living on spe-
cial settlements in Alberta got a
deal relating to land and self-
government at the First Ministers’
Conference, March 26 and 27.

Not all Native groups at the FMC
on Aboriginal Constitutional Mat-
ters were successful. Indeed, none
of the national aboriginal groups
left last week’s meetings with an
agreement.

However, the Alberta Federation
of Metis Settlement Association
(FMS) got their agreement from
Premier Don Cetty at the con-
ference.

Getty made a commitment that
the FMS’s self-government prop-
osal will be dealt with in 1987.

Basically the deal means that the
Metis people living on eight set-
tlements here in Alberta will have
land ownership and self-govern-
ment recognized in the Canadian
Constitution.

Up until the deal is finished,
Metis only have the right to settle
on, or “occupy,” their settlements.
They will now constitutionally own
the land in fee simple. Fee simple
means “an absolute interest in land
over which the holder has com-
plete freedom of disposition dur-
ing his life.” The settlers will be able
to do what they want with the
lands, as long as it does not break
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laws of the country.

Also, the settlers will have more
say in their day to day lives through
a form of self-government recog-
nized in the Canadian Constitu-
tion. They will have the authority to
make laws in certain areas, e.g.
elections, hunting and fishing, edu-
cation, and resources.

As part of his opening remarks at
the conference, Getty stated that
“we are currently undertaking an
initiative that is unique within Can-
ada, to transfer officially 1.28 mil-
lion acres of land to the Metis...”

Resolution 18 (passed unanim-
ously on June 3, 1985) committed
the Alberta government to pro-
pose a new Metis Settlement Act
and a constitutionally protected
land transfer.

In return, then premier Peter
Lougheed asked that the FMS de-
vise fair and democratic principles
for membership on the eight Metis
settlements containing the land:
Big Prairie, Paddle Prairie, East
Prairie, Gift Lake, Fishing Lake, Cas-
lan, Kikino, and Elizabeth.

On March 20, just prior to this
First Ministers’ Conference, Getty
told the Edmonton Journal’s Karen
Booth that he would be setting a
target date for completing the pro-
cess. However, he did not say when
the date would be, or when it
would be announced.

At the first day of the cor.\fer-
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ence, Getty came forward with his
target date, although he was care-
ful with his working: “With good
efforts from both sides, this will be
concluded in 1987.”

Further, “We agreed in principle
on the fair and democratic criteria
for settlement membership and
land allocation, and on the unique
and appropriate governing bodies,”
all set out in the FMS’s proposal
called By Means of Conferences
and Negotiations We Ensure Our
Rights.

Getty also went on to say that,
“We agree with the concept of ter-
ritorial integrity.”

This means that all land on a
given settlement would be owned
fee simple by the Metis settlers, e.g.
although the province has jurisdic-
tion over numbered highways cros-
sing any of the settlements, the
settlers nonetheless own it.

With the self-government prop-

osal in hand, and in cooperation
with the FMS, the Alberta Tories
“are drafting the new Metis Set-
tlements Act.” The act will be tabled
before the end of the current legis-
lative session. :

Next, the PC’s “will... propose an
amendment to the Alberta Act.”
This would require approval of
both Alberta’s legislative assembly
and the Canadian Parliament. Thus,
ultimately, the act “will confirm
and protect... lands within the con-

stitution,” the reason it is called
“the made in Alberta deal.”

The Alberta Act is, in a way, sim-
ilar to the Canadian Constitution.
Like the country’s constitution is
the highest law in the land, the
Alberta Act, at least in some ways, is
the highest law of our province. All
other provincial laws fall subse-
quent to the Alberta Act; they are
all creatures of this act. Take for
instance the laws which govern a
municipality. All municipalities are
created pursuant to the laws of
whichever province they are loca-
ted in.

Further, the Alberta Act s part of
the Canadian Constitution. An
amendment to the former requires
an amendment to the latter. Thus,
this is what is meant by confirming
and protecting Metis settlement

lands in the Canadian Constitution.’

First, the Alberta Act will be
changed such-that the Metis set-
tlements cannot be wiped out by
an order-in-council. Incidently, this
is what happened to four of the
settlements. After the settlements
were recognized as places where
Metis, and only Metis, could take
up land, their special status as Metis
lands was rescinded.

Although they were traditional
Metis homelands, anyone can take
up residence there now. Metis
people still live in these communi-
ties. These are Wolf Lake, Touch-

~ the FMC, Saskatchewan’s Jim Sin-

wood, Cold Lake, and Marlboro, al|
located in Alberta.

In a news conference imme-
diately following the conclusion of

clair, one of the spokesmen for the
Metis National Council, stated that
“it’s their choice.”

The comment reflected on the
fact that each individual Native
group had the choice to work out
its own deal, and that the national
level groups were pressing for an
inherent right to self-government
to be explicit in the country’s
constitution.

The other national Native groups
— the Inuit Committee on Nationa
Issues, the Native Council of Can-
ada, and the Assembly of First
Nations — all reiterated the posi-
tion that, indeed, it was an individ-
ual community choice and that
they were only endeavouring to
have the self-government right
entrenched, with the specific indi-
vidual agreements to follow.

Referring to the Riel Rebellion,
Sinclair also said that “the Metis
went to war with the federal gov- |
ernment, not the provinces.” Italso
related to the fact that the deal is a
Metis/Alberta initiative, with only
indirect and minimal input from
the federal government.

Cross fears blood shortage

by Thomas Olsen
The threat of cjty wide blood
shortages is fast becoming a reality,
says Public Relations person for the
Edmonton Red Cross, Faye Ripley.
The local Red Cross, a blood

supplier to hospitals throughout
Western Canada, is faced with
orders for blood that they are hav-
ing a hard time filling.

“The problem lies with the pla-
telets,” said clinic consultant Roy

borders — 55.00

THECLASSIC LOOK!
YOUHAVE EARNED IT!

Transfer your diploma, degree or certificate onto a brass or chrome plaque.
Definitely a unique way to display your most treasured document. A proud
reminder of all those years of effort and hard work.

Brass or chrome plaques with brass or chrome frames and choice of colored

Walnut, brass or chrome plaque with no border — 40.00

The price is right — the shop will match any competitors prices less 5% with
estimate verification for custom framing . . .

9860 - 90 Avenue EDMONTON ALTA Phone 433-0388

Berendipity Shep

W
\\\

/)

h\

|OXFORD Summer

In July 1987, Blyth & Company in conjunction with
Trent University and Keble College, Oxford, will offer
programs in the fields of English Literature, British
History, Historical Geography and European Politics.

The session is anideal opportunity for the college or adult
student to spend five weeks in a rich cultural and historic
environment while participating in small classes and
seminars.

Participants will reside in rooms in Keble College, one of
Oxford's loveliest colleges. Meals will be taken in the
Great Hall together with the resident and visiting pro-
fessors, leading people in their fields from both Canada
and England. Visits and excursions are a regular feature
of the academic schedule and are related to the course
work.

Courses carry a full academic credit at University level
and tuition fees are tax deductible.

11\ For brochures and further information, please contact
1 \\\ Susan Walker at:

% 68 Scollard Street, Toronto, Canada M5R 1G2

e

tudies |

@
“
27 At

Y S

Blyth&Company

Tel. (416) 964-2569 (800) 387-1387

Gouchey. “Because they only last
for a maximum of 72 hours, we
have to constantly replenish our
supply.”

Platelets are used to treat hemo-
pheliacs, as well as leukemia vic-
tims or those undergoing chemo-
therapy.

"It is conceivable that we may
run so short of blood that some
patients may suffer,” said Ripley.
"We are reaching a definite state of
emergency.”

The Red Cross has been left in
such dire straits because of a recent
red measles epidemic, which has
deemed thousands of people inel-
ligible to donate blood. §

Doctors at a remote northern
hospital are hoping that the shor-
tage doesn’t become so acute as to
force the transfer of patients to
other hospitals.

There is concern over the prob-
lems that mobility may cause some
seriously ill patients.

To combat the increasing blood
shortage, the Red Cross is running_
donor clinics at CAB April 6-9th. It
is hoped that a large number of
people will respond to the agen-

cy’s need.
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