
ir CANADIAN COURIE'R.

REFL "EC TIO.'*N S
By THE EDIT-OR

Giving Warghipa.N FW ZyRALAND has gven a Dreadnought te
the Britannic navy. The Malay States have
offered te pay for a first-class armoured ship.

Australia is building a fleet of ber own, partly in
Britain, partly at home. Only in Canada is the
vicious principle of giving mnoney to the British
treasury being considered. lt is flot a pleasant
contemplation.

If Mr. Borden goes in for a cash contribution it
will bc becauise he is afraid of Quebec, and he and
his cabinet will have written themselves down to
a level in Canadian history which will not be credit-
able. Their gift, whether it be cash or ships, will
be pleasantly received in Great Britain, where
people are usuially polite and courteous. Lt is fromn
the people of Canada that the condermnation will
come.

If we cannet have a Canadian fleet which will bc
worthy of Canada's place among the Britannic
peoples and an integral part of the Empire navy,
let us at least be as self-respectinig as New Zealand
and the Malay States. We claim to be a nation, net
a dependency, and let us act as a nation should act.
If we are not prepared to do that, then let us close
uip the privy council rooms at Ottawa and transfer
the administration of our national affairs to a comi-
mission appointed hy the British Cabinet,

The. Manufacturer', Output.
ARE the Canadian rnanufacturers getting as

large a return from their investrnent of

one or two mînor bodies.
Toronto's newest commission is a harbour com-

mission, which, seems te have set out to make aý
record in public service. Though a little over a year
in office, it.has prepared a comprehensive plan for
the water front which will entail tlue expenditure of
nineteen million dollars *in ten years. Then it will
have a harbýour second te none in Canada, with a
driveway, sea-wall and boulevard stretching ten
miles from east to west. The plan cost $27,000,
but it is worth ten times that sum. But the essence
of the commissions work is that it will be compre-
hensive, net haphazard.

If Toronto would just go a step farther, abolish
its aldermien and turn its board of control into a
commission elected for two or four years, it would
be on the high road to civic success. Lt is feeling
its way to that end. Thle sentiment in favour of
it is growing. Leaders of public opinion are quietly
educating the public along this line.

Toronto's Harbour Finances.MOST interesting is the scheme of financing te
be undertaken by Toronto's harbour ceom-
mission. The improvements te the harbour

will cost nearly twenty million dollars. The city
will suply nearly two million for bridges to the
island, retaining wall and boulevards. The Do-
ininion Government has been asked to expend six
millions on breakwaters, ship channels and bridges.
The rest of this large amount will be raîsed by de-
bentures. the interest on which will he nrnvidpcd 1ýv

the people who are behind the Georgian Bay C
scheme. They have a sectional rather than a
tional viewpoint. They are more concerned
having a government spend two hundred miii
in their section o 'f the country, than with the lil
hood of the country getting an adequate return
that expenditure. I could flot defend Toroi
Tory *proclivities, but 1 think T~oronto showý
broader interest in national public works in Hali
St. John, Montreal and Ottawa than some of
citizens of these cities take in the national pi
works in* the vicinity of Toronto. Further, I bel
that the new Welland CalTai will have much
beneficial effect upon Toronto than upon Fort
liam, Port Arthur, Kingston, Prescott and Mont:

Local Option.
HILE the politicians of Ontarico are viWtrying to beat the drums "abolîsh treat

and "abolish the bar," the people
pinning ýtheir faith, te local option and license
duction. The Liberal policy of "ab3olish the 1
has fallen almost as fiat as the even more fo(
policy of the Conservatives to "abolish treati
The advocates of temperance are flot being si
peded. They are pursuing the even tenoer of t
way, as' they have donc sînce they recognized
'years ago. tllat they had little to hope from i
ticians.

Thiere are iiow 240 municipalities in the prov
where there is local optibon and 260 where lice
exist. 0f the former 15 will vote on repea.
jantiary Ist; and the repeals will be f ew. 0f t
having licenses, 78 wilI vote on local option
january lst, and many of them will carry it.
that in January there will be more municipal
with local option than there will bc under
license system.
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