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ter do"n- thé -bliL He rode with a
careless grace and euae that.carried off
bis height an'd the powerful look of
bislitb.,i idsrhbefa trd
tbrough :**ýlr arves i.liëevninhed'froin
ber sighte-a fý ar wih she subnnonied
ail lberai pe~4lié

Thé bOn 1-l@ow was it>ite on: the
top of a b ' hieh4 Zne a x
quitite !)i*o te od'dhida of
Jakko àn .1y:s ij'a euiunrh
spur 0 0thlfwIth k and old
rbododenidron tee.1 eydlnd, t6wering
above il, thé eerlating -SflOWB >glisten.
ing in theýè'ün .fdrnied. a ]pietur of n-
surpassing beauty. It was ail >60 lovely
and peacelul a;nd -calm, and theautumn
tints made ibe ,woods and his a biaze
of gorgeouh coelor, and ,g~sarlet fes*
toous- of the Himalayan vine stood out
in vivid contrast tothe dark green of
the ideodar, amongst the branches of
which it -loves >to twine itself.

Suddenly a wailing cry disturbed ber
re-oerie, and abhe went quickiy back
through the verandah into the rôox able
hail Aeft. There. at thé far end was a
cra4je in wichl ber baby -boy bad just
beau ,-placed- by bis nurse.

"Yen need -not .stay,- ese; I shal
mi4d. baby tbis afternoon," said the
young mother, beinding over the cradie.
Bit,the ehild was aiready asleep again
witlk 'a-siBall pink .thumb nestiing be-
tw*entia «-carmine lipé.

As ~enurse withdrew, Nora Stuart
oo.-pa volume, of Tennyson from

the !ttah1e and, . eating herseif in a eà'i
roè 'ingcbair- near the fire, swung
ii@ýjîIrii.. ond fro.- She tùrnd over the
ieaves k.ofA. the ook tili she eaine to*the
"ICi'dle, Song" from "The Princess,' and

utwuc.iýùk,-,afresh with the exquisite
beirty -o f tbe f-Ues. Now and again hýr
eyé* sôiught,-the open wiuidow and Iini-
gerý,d reàtfuily on thea masses of, bios-
soni. axi- leaves tbat hut out the' giare
of, ti;ê "saun. A flood of thoughts stole
ovqrber,.and wondering, dreamdng, sble

f aasieep.,
fiùut es ran on into boums, the aftem-

noopwas. w4ning, the delicious scents
of.'thé 'evening were biending with the

A.-')e- timepiece struck five, Nora
Stiaart.si èw ly. opened ber eyes, and tbey
feif' on something wbieh caused every
veMiigP.of color to die out of lier cheeks.
A Yètobra about tbmee* and a lhait feet
in iengtb waà, iying coiiad up on the
quli' t a the 'foot, of the cradie. Beyond
the, brown. shining curves' she caught a
glimpse. of .a, flushed face, closed lids,
ande',downy- curis., For. one terrible
moménit:she-feit as if sense and motion
alikce bad'deserted ber; an overwheim*
ing terror. ha-t stirred ber 'whoie- being
and elutched round her heart with an
icy-coid'lasp. The next inlitant ail lier
facùlties were concentrated in one in-
tense desie to save hier baby boy.
Mystierious,, sacmed, bordeing on the
divine, *Was' the' tie that bound bim to
hem--boue of ber bone, flesh of hiem flesi
-and, ber beart went up in one great,
sulent cmy to Heaven to potect bier in-
fant'son:'

Seconds elapsed that seemed like an
eternity of time. Then a strange
caimness came over ber - a caimness
which'-sometimes cornes in the presence
of an imminent peril. Suddenly she bad
rernembered the music-ioving nature of
the anake, and a curious expression
swept over ber face, as if with the bap-
piness of inspiration.

Surely it migbt be possible to fas-
cittate the reptile with ber voice, she
thoiigbt, and the song she had been
reading was uppermost'in ber mmnd. So,
forcing berself to rise, sbe noiselessly
approacbed the cradie. Then ber lips
parted and the magniflcent contralto
voice, with its ringing hammonious tones
-thrilling, passionate, grand, beyond al
power of expression - sounded tbrough
the room as tbey never bad before, and
niever would agai-

Sweet and low, sweet and iow,
Xind of the western sea,

Low, low, breathe and biow
Wind of the western sea.

At the sound of the deep, clear notes
the cobra began to move, and with a
sensation of borror she met tbe fixed
glittering stare. Graduaily uncoiling it-
sel1f, it slipped to the ground.

lier eyes never wavered as she*mOved
cautiou:elv backwards, step by step, to-

wardB the verandab. And tbe crawling
creature came âlowiy giiding towards
ber with graceful undulating move-
mente, following the- waving mowtion, of
the siim, white hand, and .awayiug- its
bead fmom side to ui"d as -if evincing
pleasure at the mtelody.ý

/4

Just then ebe heard the tramoing
tread of a horse, the joyous banc of .a
dog. The welcome sounds irug througb
the surging and beating in ber earm. Ber
strength wAs. neAirly exk&usted. e h
rqped .the, verandah, ibi4t.,the -refrain,
rin -on, and fiaàted, oUC- tbrhxt ý-the

open window-
Sweet and iow, eweet and low,,

Wind of the western sea.
As the last grand note diedaway the

beaxutiful voice faale4 . Ret ýwboie frain e
shoo~c wth a lug sImY, 4 'là u~tà
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