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Betwel Christina and the fireguard
lay sometliing better than a hundred
feet of smoking. sod, with little tongues
of fiame feeding on the blackened tuf ts
of grass. Chritiga did not pause to
consider what were the probabilities o

attemptiflg a passage. In the house waà
a heiplesa child, oruelly frightened, if
not in actuaL danger. The fact of a not
f uly developed reasoxi always made its
suileriugs through fear abnormal. The

- little face seemed to look out through
the smoke, and lead her as she plunged
across the fiery, smoking ground.

A gasp of relief escaped from Chris-
tina when she reached the fire-guard and
found that the ground within had flot
beau burned. And then, ini the twink-
Jing of an eye, Christina's cotton dress
burst into fiames.

The flames seemed to be ait over her
skirt at once. She endeavored to stifie
the fire by gathering the blazing mater-
ial losely to her. But. it burned her
hands cruelly, and now the fire was
catching on to her sleeves, now she could
feel its hot breath on her face. Then
someone threw a coat around her shoul-
ders and was beating out the flames.

There are moments in the if e of every
eortal that are so pregnant of the
gfèater things of this existence that
the f etters of the mortal seem to fal
from us, and we stand forth before an-
other as a naked soul iu the full glare of
the white light of a perfect understand-
ing. It is neyer the moment of glib
speech. Emmett Brooks was sulent, nor
did Christina speak. They stood looking
into each others eyes for perhaps the
space of a second, or perhaps it was a
much longer period. They could neyer
have told you. But Emmet Brooks
understood as by a flash of inspiration,
that in sinning against the woman before
him he had sinned agaCinst his own hap-
piness. The love that the Infinite in-
tended for him was still his, but, during
the process of healing, the wounds he had
left on this heart wouid often ache. The
love that Christina bore for him would
henceforth be a saddened one.

The fact of his own love for the wo-
man before him swept over him as a sur
ing tide. Why had hbe neyer wakened to
it before? He had spent the months in
denying the existence of love, and God
had punished him by sending the reve-
lation of the crowning love of his 111e
ini pain instead of in JOY.

Emmett Brooks did not tell Ohristina.
in so many words the fact of his new-
found love for her. Moments of such
understanding between two hearts are
absolute. He knew that her assurance
was deeper than any assurance of words.
Some other time, when their hearts
were not so deeply stirred, words would
come easier.

In the evening they sat iu the door
yard, and watched the sun dip b;ehind
the western horizon. A low-lying loud
turned to crimson, then deepened to
purple and faded to grey. The child
was in Emmtt Brooks' arms, but he
coaxed for Christina to take him.

But Christina's arms, heavily ban-
daged from elbow to finger tips, lay
helpless in her lap.

"You'll have to learu patience, yôung
rnan," Emmett Brooks said to the child.
Lt will be several days before your

mother eau take you.'"
It was the first time that Emmett

Brooks had so defined the relationship.
A strange new joy surged through
Christinas heurt.

"The sunset scems to be nearer to-
night than usual," Christina said, break-
ing an intimate silence. "I wonder if it
is the cioud that makes the difference "

Trapping the Muakrat and the Coon

By George J. Thiessen

A small army traps the muskrat
every season. More go after its peit
than al the other fur-bearing animais
put together. As stated before, it is
the oniy one which exists entirely upon
vegetable inatter, and this s the reason
wvhy the skins of the far north, whiere
thte long, cold winters are responsible for
the scanty vegetation, are of inferior
qiuilitv. Owing to the fact that the
hâles 'of this little animal have proven
so popular, especially in the makino, of
imnitation seal, the demand for them lias
stuaýdily grown. This season high prices
Ynav be expected for ail the peits taken.

'Élie simplest, method of taking the

niu-4lrat is by placing traps at the foot

of alides ini about four inches of water.
I mention this depth, because if the set
is made where it is shallow, the fur
bearer is hlable to be taloen by the
short and weak front legs, instead of
the long and strong hind ones. When
this is done, the trap usually breaks the
bones and the animal escapes to die, no
doubt, in some hole where the trapper
will neyer flnd it.

The muskrat is most active in the fal
of the year when it is preparing its
winter quarters and storing the food.
While some imagine there are two dis-
tinct species, namely, the house build-
ers and the den rats, they are mistaken.
In lakes, swamps, etc., the muskrat n
variably builds a house, but in streams,
'where the current is more or lesa rapid
it lives in the bank. While I have seen
houses in streams and denâ in lakes,
this is the exception rather than the
rule.

Often shallow runways between two
ponds close together may be discovered,
which this animal uses. Traps set at
each entrance will always prove effective.

Incline a board at an angle of about
forty-five degrees in shallow water, one
end of which is stuck in the mud and
the other supported by a brace 50 it is
just above the surface. A few inches
below the water, arrange two nails so as
to hold the trap in position. On the
top of the board place some vegetable,
such as an apple or parsnip. The
muskrat in climbing this board for the
decoy is sure to be caught.

A very successful method is by stak-
ing a pumpkin or head of cabbage in
shaliow water, not far from the shore,
and surrounding it with a. number of
traps.

When dens are discovered in deep
water, iWe a Sabo trap. Employ no lure
of any kind, as the aninlals in swim-
ming to the feeding ground are sure to
bc caught. In the winter time, when
the weather 18 extremely cold, the
animal mentioned in this article is not
very active. Trappers often make their
sets within the houses by chopping out
a portion and arranging a Hector or
Hopper in such a manner as to take
whatever enters. At springs, or the
moutha of flowing tules, are good places
for winter sets also.

In shallow water, on inclined sticks,
place some vegetable such as I have al-
ready named. Under these arrange sets.
It is best, when after this fur bearer,
to fasten aIl trape in deep water. When
this is done, the animal in attempting
to escape will invariably tangle 'the
chain and be unabie to reach shore; con-
sequently it will drown.

At the beginning of the fur season,
when the streamns are just commencing
to freeze and ice i8 forming at the foot
oI siides thick enough to hold the
* weight of the muskrat, often the slidcs
may be kept open by placing a small
quantity of coarse saIt in a sack at the
foot of them. Arrange a. trap on the
top of the sait.

The 'coon is much harder to trap than
the muskrat. It has a keen sense of
smell and, like its larger brother, the
bear, always seems hungry and may be
lured by almost any kind of hait.

When aftcr this fur bearer, employ
nothing smaller than a No. 11/ trap. It
is very strong and often pulls out even
when fastened pernflrently. Instead
of using a stake, it is best to wire the
chain to a rock weighing from twenty
to twenty-five pounds.

Even the amateur wiil have no trouble
in distinguishîflg the track of the 'coon.
The imprint resembles that of a human
foot, only much smaller. Generally
speaking, this animal 18 neyer found
far from timber country; usually near
water.

In shallow water, not far from shore,
build three-sided pens of rocks. In the
back part place some honey juat above
the water, or a smail fish. Guard this
decoy with one or more traps. When
the stream 15s clear and clams may be
found, open a numnber of them and sur-
round with four or five Hector traps,
the springs of which should be placed
nearest the hait.

0f cogrse, land sets may be made for
this animal also, concealed in runways
or similar to those 1 have described for
takzing the skunk. Ordinarily, however,
the novice wil get more fur if he uses
water sets entirely.

The raccoon is the oniy one of the
smaller animais which slhould be skinned

reason vWheu l;o. i trape are empleyed,
it la advlsable te place two et "en .d
of the bridge.

There are many methode of killng the.
*Iunk wlthout edor, each ehampioned b *

various trappena. I have tried them a13,
front stabblng te drownlng, but have
foand none go geod as ehoeting the. cap-
tured f ur bearers >j uit back of the. bond
with a small ceau rirle, so that the.
bullet cuts the oppne and renders th.ma
poerless to eject their fluld. la ap.
proachlng, care should b. takea that th,
animal is not unduly exclted. Should,
howaver, an accident happe» aud the.
sîia1ielb. got elther on the -clothes or
hande, wauhing in ganolibe once or twce.
wiIl remoye it. This operatiou shouli

take place out of doors te, avold the.
danger 

of froIn skinln the skunk, one .houldremembernth1at the scent glands are at
the root of the. tail. Cut arouud the»s,
leaving the email patch of fur. This
practice la followed by mont professional
trapperu and de not lesmen thé val.
of the bides.

I Smoking Out Skunks
The trapper or hanter who sueceedaIn

loeating the den or hiding place of »aY
fur bearer should count hfimefiffortu-
nate, as ha is ofteu able te catch half i
dozen or more animale lu oue baut. Men
a den le fouud and It le reaaonably cer-
tain that the occupants are "at home," ail
openingisbould b. luffiately blocked
until the smoking-out procaus eau begin.
Smoking out in by far the mont .atinfae-
tory mathod of taklng animais, ai the
trappar bus the prîvilage of selactlug ouly
those that wre of value te hlm at the
time and letting poorly-furrad creatures,
femalas and kits go anti! their pat. are
marketahla. Hae au ahosecure, unin-
jured, such as ha may desire for the pur-
pose of slllng alive or keeplng lu cap-
tivity until thair furs are of greatest
value.

There are several good amokers ou the
market which eau bc bought for a nom-
inal sum. Possibly the bast les mide la~
thrae detachable section., conslistlng of a
bellows, imoka chamber and nozzle. This
âmoker i. very ight and eau b. carrred
aasily, and whau long distances muet b.
travansad these two featuras are of prime
importance. To operate, the smoke cham-
ber ie loadad with a plae of ordinary
hanlap sacking, old rage, cotton, cor"

cosor any othar Inflammable staff tiiat
ill make emoka, and a little sulphur or

cayenue papper added wlll lnorease the
efficacy of the fumes. The load is set
sûire, and with the. aid of the bellowu a
suffocating spray of iiaavy emoke eau b.
projactad luto avary nook and crauny of
the. hiding place.

In from tan te twenty minutes, de-
panding on the size of the den, the
animals will b. forcad 'te ceneeut fer
frash air, and thay are se waakanad and
dazed by the fumes that they eau bc
easily caught ielive lu traps, nets or slip
noose, or thay eau b. killed with a club
or rifle.

Such animals as ara undasirabla for

any reason canbe permitted te escae
until some future time wheu they are lun
niarketable condition. In this way the.
experienced tralpper conserves the. fur-

open; that i., cut down the belly. The
paits ehould b. removed similarly te the
manner lu whieh the. hida of a cow is
taken off, and stretchad flash aide eut.

Trapplng IkunkS
By Fred Storey

The skunk la the firet of the. amaller
animals to become prime lu the faîl. It
le one of the easiet te trap. As a rule,
skunks prafer stony grouund for its den,
but thay are fouud almoet anywbere,
undar barns, houses, and similar places..
Thy show ne fear of man.

The simplest matbod of trapplng h ste
locate a den and conceal a set at the
mnouth of it. No covering le neeessary
whan af tan the skunk, yat the amateur
will id much practice in concealing the
traps. To do this properly, scoop eut s
email excavation juet large auough fot
the trap. The dapth sbould b. ne tiiat
the pan is slightly balow the, surface of
the grouud. As a eovering, use that
natural te the place. For instance, if
there are dried leaves at the mouth of
the bola, employ driad leaves; if gras.,
use grass. It i. advisabla to placé' a
small wad of cotton undar the pan of
the trap 50, that nothiug eau get under
it--sucb as dirt, etc.-and prevant the
set springing. The materl use4 for
eoverng should not ha tee haavy non tee
light. Iu the former case, of tan the
jaws are clogged and the. fur bearen I.
able te escape; lu the. latter, frequantly
the axposed trap will waru the animale..
This latter may b. ignoied wiian trap-
ping the skuuk, but should a wauderlng
mink cerne along, as i. fnaqueutly the
casa, it weuld seadily locate the trap
aud pas. by. Ou the other iiand, sboul
the set b. wall hidden, the chance. are
that the paît would b. taken. I bave
added many a skin of the miuk iu con-
cealad sets for skunk.

The heginnar need have ne dlfficulty
lu talling whathar a skuuk dan i.
inhabited or not. Examine the. dirt
takan from the path haading into the
hola and alsô the aides of the burnow.
In caseétthe fur bearar eceapias it, you
are almost sure te find long black or
black and white haire.

Whcre there ana indications ef the.
ekunk, dig email hoeas about thre
luches daep. Iu the bottom of thase set
trape. Ovar the. trapu place a emali pile
of grass. Light thi.eevavriug and faed
into the flamas emali bitseof meat. The.
smell of the buruiug flash will attract
the. animals and lu digging lu the asies
for it, the fur bearans are sure te b.
taken.

Soeapaît buntars prafar to scoop>eut
shallow dens ln thie sides of hanks, in
the hack part of whicii a hait le placad.
The lare, of course, is proected with
traps.

Fraquantly emiall woodan culvrts eau.
ba found ln which tiiere 18 ne water, and
accordiug te indications, dry most of the.
yean If oua will examine the. antraucas
closelyý, oftan signe ef skunks eau b.
szean. Even thougii thane ara ne indica-
tions of the animais passing through
and thera are soma lu the vicinity, place
a large piaca of meat iu the culvert and
trapseat aach antrance. Thasa ought te
ha well coucealed for a set of this kind
of tan lu responsible for tha capture of
much more important gama. For this
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