
Dry Wcather Causes Fires.

Severe Outbreaks in ail Parts of the Country.

'lie extended drouglit which was felt
ý1'ghout the Jength and breadth, of the
fltry this year was particularly severe

Ueeastern part of Canada, and worst
inl Ontario. The Metereological
ull t Toronto has kindly supplied

r'38 for the precipitation in the last
Inonths.

hirte6ca Of the fourteen meteorological
Ins throughout Canada report a great

*ease in precipitation in May, June,
,and Angust, 1913, as compared with

a'a~Ount recorded in'the samne months in
B y stations the fgrsare as fol-

De-
ion 1912 1913 crease
iOloIches Iuches 1913

couver, B.C...12.03 10.90 1.13
'3'Y) .A-ta ......... 13.68 11.49 2.19
ce .Albert, Sask... 12.62 8.42 4.20
1 flPeg, man. ..... 12.25 10.60 1.65

rthur, ont. . 9.29 14.97 5.68*
Y' Sound, Ont. . 11.78 9.34 2.44
,raune, Ont ... 11 .5 8
elifte, Nipissing . 11 .538

st., Ont .......... 12.10 8.67 3.43
litoy Ont ......... 13.59 7.33 6.26
wra On.. .... 15.90 9.24 6.66

ýral Que ........ 13.85 10.33 3.52
ec, Que ....... 21.53 14.14 7.39
ohm, N.n ....... 19.89 10.51 9.38
ýa'X- N . ........ 17.30 12.52 4.78
'Creuse

is1 the worst drought in many years,

ü ce 1885 has there been feit such tre-
8OU leed for axoisture. Wells in ail

prf the country were wholly dried
PrIngs ceased to flow, and practieally

'Wlere the crops were retarded and
aisture Of stock gravely injured. Dur-
hl latter part of the month of June,
UY and the great part of August,
Weas practically no raja to support

erds Whieh supplied milk to the great
1Centres.

ýdless te Bay, this condition of dry-
liiade the woods, flke tinder, and
W"h ere upon very slight cause lires

g out whÎch spread rapidly through
uleWhand consumed vast quant-

of]Young trees, mature tizaber and
Uflber Yards aad mills. The worst,

fthe lflonth ia Nova Scotia took place,
the 2 lst of Auigust. Pires f airiy

eombed the district round about Bcd-
lad Samlbro, Purceli's Cove and Bear

Ciaders rained down everywhere

and vast arcas of timberland were destroy-
ed, houses were abandoned by the score,
and a company of militia was called out
near Hlalifax to aid the settlers in their
efforts against the lire demon. Between
llammond 's Plainis and Ijpper Sackville
the forests of excellent timber were coax-
pletely destroyed, at a loss to the linit
holders of at least $50,000. Ia IlIalifax
County where there had been not the
slightest drop of moisture, the lire was

under way for two weeks, and communi-
cation was cnt off betweea Lunenburg and
Halifax throngh the burning dowa of the
telephone and telegraph Uines. Many sina]l
settlements were completely surrounded by
lire, and there was no chance to secure any
intercourse between them. and the more
thickly populated centres. ' Beachville,
Clearland aad East Dover were ail grave-
ly threatened at one time, but luckily es-
caped any serious loss. Chief Pire Ranger
Penny, of the Goverameat service estini-

ated that 3,000 acres ýof land were burnt
over at a loss of froax $70,000 to $100,000.

Ia central Ontario hardly a district was

without some loss through bush lires.
Worst of ail were those whieh swept

through the central part of the country ho-
twea Sudbury and KCingston. In Hali-

burton Couaty the liames held sway well

over a week. Ia Apsley Township the set-

tiers were la a desperate way and were
remoéviag their effects and lieeiag before
the fuames. Peterborough, Lindsay, Peus-
Ion Falls and Bobcaygeon were ail centres
of great havoc. In Minden the Digby lire
had not on]y reached the settlement at
Moore 's Palls, but was burniag a]oag the
west side of the road near the summer cot-
tages at Moore's Lake, eceping. on its
way to Norland, Another bratndi of this
sametl,which was one of the most de-
structv in ail the series of conflagrations,
came out toward the neighborhood north

of Deep Bay and Guil Lako. To head this

off a settier set a back lire, but the result
was more disastroils thaa the original
flaines would have been, -as it got away
and burned over a great area. .Aaother
lire ruinniag ýthrough the district near
Loaigford aot; onily destroyed great areas
of forest land, but got into the farmers'
hay and destroyed vast qluantities. Ia
Snowdofl Township the lire swept the en-
tire lumnberiiig district froax Lochuia and
Gelert to Irondale and Gooderham. It
burnied it.s way to Purnaee Palls, dest;roy-


