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Ontario and Quebec Strive 10 Solve Forestry

Problerns

B» Edmard Beck..
The disposition 10o regard the forests as

mines to be exffloited to the limît and de-
spoiled without restraint, or as a reservoir
of wood 10 be emnptied of its conten ts as
quickly as possible, is no longer tolerateci
anywhere. The tendency now is to look
upon. them as a crop, capable of being made
to yield a continuaI harvest The exact
means by which this is to be accomplished
is a matter for trainecl foresters. It is, fur-
thermore, a matter in which co-operation
between the Government and the private
interests is essential and one in which the
people, as represented by the Government,
have a vital înterest, and must be prepared
to gîve it adequate financial support.

The first obligation is, without question,
10 improve and extend our present methods
of fire protection or prevention. When one
considers the enormous losses that b>ccur
every year from preventable forest lires, it
seems almost foolish to talk about cultivat-
ing new forests. It is enrcouraging to know
that great improvemnrs have been brought
about in recent years. Education is doing
its part. Larger appropriations by the pro-
vincial governments have resulted in the
employment of a more numerous army of

In Quebec, the Government is; taking
active steps to get the large companies to
place thei r holdings under the management
of trained foresters, and to work more
closely with the authorities in operating them
on the basis of obtaining a sustained yield.
The proposa] there is to take an, exact i»n-
ventory of the provincial forest resources,
upon which the Government engineers and
those of the limit-holders will co-operate
i n the preparation of a forestry programme
to embrace a terni of years. The systemn
proposed aims at preserving the forests, and,
by the use of selective cutting, to leave themn
with an increased value, doing away entirely
with indiscriminate cutting, which impairs,
when it does flot destroy, the forest. capital.
In other words, an effort will be made to
adjust the annual cut to the estimated an-
flual growth. Quebec is also getting ready
to establish a school of rangers ln con-
nection with its forest nurseries.
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