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a8, in addition to their interest and value on general grounds, it must be recollected that
upon them depends the readjustment of the Parliamentary representation.

Gentlomen of the House of Commons.

T have directed that the accounts of the last year shall be laid before you. The
estimates for the present financial year will also be submitted. They have been framed
with every regard to cconomy, compatible with the eficiency of the Public Service ; and
you will, T truat, be of opinion that the Finances are in n satisfactory state, and that the
people can, without inconvenisnce, afford for the servico of 1er Majesty, the supplies
which it will be the duty of my Governwent to ask you to vote.

v

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate,
Gentlemen of the House of Commons.

The Act respecting the Militia and Defence of the Dominion has not failed to engage
my attention. The high spirit and loyalty of the people are placed in a clear light by the
fact that the Active Militia have voluntarily come forwand, largely in excess of the quota
required, ns wall as by the zealous attendance of the various corpa at the annual training
in the camps, and by the promptness with which they assembled in force, at the call of
duty, on more than one ocension, when Fenian marauders threatened the peace of the
country,

I have observed, with groat satisfaction, the efforts which have been made in several
of the Provinces of the Dominion to foster and encourage imimigration to our shores. The
continued progress of great public works, in many portions of the country, will afford the
opportunity of" early employment to intending immigrants, and 1 look forward with
confidence to the addition of u large and valuable chss of settlers to our population during
the coming season, '

During the Summer and Auntumn, T had the opportunity of visiting different parts of
the Dominion, T proceeded first to Quebee, thence to the Maritime Provinces ; and at
Halifox, T had the honor of receiving His Royal Highness Prince Arthur. Subsequently
T attended His Royal Highness on a towr through the Provinee of Ontario. Everywhere
the great capabilities of the Country, and the proofs of vigorous industry made themselves
apparent, and it became my pleasing duty to report to Her Majesty’s Government, as the
result of my ohservations, that the Inhabitants of the Dominion are well contented with
their position and prospacts, and that the wish nearest their hearts is to avail themselves
of the franchises and full powers of legislation, which they possess, in order to build up
a8 ?: Jportion of the British Empire, institutions of their own choice, by laws of their own
making,

I now leave you to the labours of the Session, with earnest aspirations for your
complete sucoess,

His Exce]lency the Governor General was pleased to retire, and the House of
Commong withdrew.,

Pravers,

:I'he Honorable M, Campbell presented to the House, a Bill, intituled « An Act,
relating to Railways.” -
The Bill was read for the first time.

The Honorable the Speaker reported His Excellency’s Speech from the Throne, and
tho same was then read by the Clerk.

" On motion of the Honorable Mr. Camphell, scconded hy the Honorablo Mr. Mitchell,
it was

Ordered, That the House take iuto consideration, the Spocch of Ilis Excellency
.tho Governor General to-morrow.
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