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VENERABLE SISTER MARGARET BOURGEOIS. 19

She sent over some experienced Hospital Sisters
from the hospital at Dieppe,who were glowing with
zeal for the New World missions-Madame de la
Pelleterie, a rich young widow of high birth, under-
took at the same time the estaïlishment of the Ur-
sulines, consecrating herself also to the good work.
She was ably seconded by the celebrated Sister
Mary of the Incarnation, and Sister Mary of St.

Joseph, whom she brought from the Ursuline
Monastery at Bourges. All these pious women met
at Dieppe in 1639, and thence set sail for New
France, arriving the same year at Quebec.

Yet, notwithstanding the philanthropic exer-
tions of so many holy people, the colony was back-
ward and languishing. The cruel and cease-
less attacks of the Iroquois had nearly disheart-
ened the Christian world, men, women and chil-
dren being mercilessly butchered, burnt alive, or
carried into a still more horrible captivity. But
Divine Providence remedied this terrible state
of affairs, by means not naturally looked for, and
which in the commencement seemed not only
foolhardy, but little suited to the end. Yet a
very special providence was visibly at work, in a
chain of events that were altogether miraculous,
as the sequel proved. A new colony was
founded at Montreal, which was intended as a
barrier against the inroads of the savages, and of
which it will be necessary to speak a little in ad-
v*nce. While the French seemed to be taking


