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What the Suxnmer School of Science
Means te -Me.

Wbile listening to the le cture of Dr. Marshall
Perrin on "The Modern Child," one peculiarity
of bis address took and beki my attention through-
out,-the necessity of presenting to the children
continually, in hirmelf, a noble and vigorouý ideal.
Only in this way 'could he truly hold and form
them to bis wilI. To gain this end, Dr. Perrin said,
the teacher shouki negleçt no means that would add
to his own physical, mental and spiritual strength.

.The Summer School of Science is, 1 think, a most
valuable means to this end of which Dr. Perrin
spoke, and one of which the teachers of the Maritime
Prôvinces might easily avail themnselves. In the
first place, the mere physical value of a change of
scene and thought la flot to be despised; and physical
and mental vigour would seem to go hand in hand.
We A know the restless rinds-and bodies- of the
children of today, the nervous strain of the school
roon. We feel that we are following a true instinct
when we seek relief f rom oli grooves of anxious
thought, somiething that will *raise us out of our-
selves to a higher plane fromn which we can set our
own fittle affairi in a truer perspective. Then we
can take courage for renewçd and patient effort, m
say, as Burns said once of his own .ifficullies:

VIve a hert aboon them a."'

But this more optimistic view might not be per-
manent, were our minds -not filled, th the exclusion
of ail cares, witfi new thoughts and ideas and ideals
for the coming year. We are a 'achool, composed,
we think,;-some of the most vigorous teachers of
the Maritime Provinces. Our instructors are men
well quaIified for the posiions they hold-college-
bred men, who have made th&v mark'in the great
schoôls of Canada and tht United States, and whose
teaching is worth listening to, and whose methods
one would do well to note. ts it a wonder then,
that, in dmiWsdily interchange of ideas, we feel -the
atiosphere, of a,, wider culture and thouglit, the
influence of strong and varied personalities; and that
we~ discôver. in ourselves,,and others unguessed
powers and pssibiities.-

The character of our instruction would seemn to
be t'wo-fold;. partlythat whkch we cari apply directly
to use in oursohools, partly that which widens our
own kniowledge of the subject studied-and gives us

the newest ideas and discoveries, in the i~entiflc
world.- «

.I can speak with conviction of some of the newer,
better waNs ofinstructing, which I have learued
while 1 have beei attending the sessions of the
Summer Schoel. 1 have applied *the method for
memorizing Chiaucer, used in our literature class,.to
teaching Grade V the few Shalcespearian sonnets
and other choice bits of poetry given iii ýheir readejr,
and found it to work admirably and 'give miach
pleasure tothe pupiis. ILast spring, I tried, wth my
two classes, some of the experiments relating to, the
germnin*tion of a seed, which bad been performed in
the botany class at Liverpool and, I tdiink, both the
children and myseif learned a good. deal. I know
that I can teach botany much better now than I
could before. Perspective drawing, I have found, is
particularly bard for most children to, understand.
My intention ïis, as soon as school begins. again, to
use some-of the new methods which I have learued
for teaching- this subject; for they seemed te me
most excellent. These are only a few of the many
lielps wbich I have received for the teachig of my
Grades V and VI. I can think of many, many
more, which 1I migbt use with profit, were I te teach
high school work again.

But, after ail, the greatest value of the Swmmer
Scbool of Science seem, to be, not se, much in -im-
proved mechanical methods, which' the teacher
lcamns so mucb,- as in making hiim a broadér, more
enlightened. individual-consequently, a betqer,
wiser teacher and a more. useful memiber, of soclety.

I bave heard it -said by people who have -not relly
thought much about the matter, that thie t"cer
does not need tbis further training-that he- would
do better- to, confine himself Io teaching properly
" tbe three royal R's." Doms it do any -harm, do tbey
thik, to learn something about the great, nobe
battlè against disease which is being 'wapod, effl
sometimes in the face of. death, by the sciettsts
Of todaY? WilI it do any harmn to tell t4ht *ool
children about this, and se ielp to educate the noxt
generation to tmProved sanitary conditions? ùl a
teacher- ews more of the'psjrchooglc* .pMt of
phyýsioigy sould 4 enot be tuewîser' mm rt
charitable in dealing with those placed .qder his
ýcontrol; and, what is sometimes more <lifimi,-*ith
their parents ? Will lie teach, reading- a" the -wctse
for having learned a truer -appreciatioit of *hat is
reallY good in literature Any one who h'as&aa


