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More important even than his life or his fortune, are not protected.” This is, of

Course, only a dictum, and does not affect the statement made by Mr. Justice
tephen in his digest of the Law of Evidence (4th edit.), p. 184, that ““the

Question whether clergymen, and particularly whether Roman Catholic priests,

an be compelled to disclose confessions made to them professionally, has never
en solemnly decided in England, though it is stated by the text writers that
€y can.”—Law Times. A

A KarIr LawsulT.—A Kafir in the witness box is often a surprise to th<?se
© know little or nothing of the traditions of the Kafir race. The ease w1t'h
Wi Ich the ordinary native parries the most dexterous cross-examination, the skill
‘allltih which he extricates himself from the consequences of an unfottunate answer,
» above all, the ready and staggering plausibility of his explanations, have of'ten
as‘”UCk those who come in contact with him in the law courts. He? is far superior,
2 rule, to the ordinary European, in the witness box. Keen w1.tted and ready,
cle IS yet too cautious ever to answer a question the drift of whlch.he does not
?aﬂy foresee, and which when he understands he at once proceeds, if necessary,
Oforestall by his reply. As a result, the truth of his evidence can only be mf?ed
Y 2 very careful proceeding on the part of the cross-examiner, and by keeping
1M in the dark as much as possible to the bearing of his answers upon the sub-
1ect matter of the suit. Whether this dialectic <kill is innate in the Kafir, or
ether it is the result of long cultivation, it is difficult to say ; but as some proof
D the former, we subjoin a very interesting extract from a book now unhappily
cz‘:ofr_ling rare—viz., Colonel Maclean’s < Handbook of Kafir Laws and' Cgstor}ns};
W_l‘nplled from Notes by Mr. Brownlee, Rev. Dugmore and Mr. Ayhfff ‘ Tavhxcf
thln’ We venture to think, throw a great deal of light on the present abnlxtlfas 0
® descendants of those whose judicial customs fifty years ago are so graphically
SScribed in the following words: ‘ Whena Kafir has ascertained that he has
‘:, Cient grounds to enter an action against another, his first step is to proceed,
altl,l a party of his friends or adherents, armed, to the residence of thg person
QEQ"’St whom his action lies. On their arrival they sit down together in some
DSpicuous position, and await quietly the result of their presence. Asa lgw
arty is readily known by the aspect and deportment of its constituents, 1t.s
PPearance at any kraal is the signal for the mustering of all the adult m.ale resi-
tents that are forthcoming. These accordingly assemble and al.so. sit down
O%ether within conversing distance of their generally unwelcome visitors. The
O Parties, perhaps, survey each other in silence for some time. ‘Tell us th.e
°Ws,’ at length exclaims one of the adherents of the defendant, should their
Patience fail first. Another pause sometimes ensues, during which tho% party of
sele’Plaintiff discuss in an undertone which of their party sh‘all be ‘opening ctc-);l}r‘l‘;
Cas‘ This decided, the learned gentleman commences a minute statement ot t N
€, the rest of the party confining themselves to occasional suggestions, whic
“i_adoms or rejects at pleasure. Sometimes he is allowed to proceeq almost
w-mtef"upted to the close of the statement, the friends of .the.defendant hst.emngf
1th silent attention, and treasuring Up in their memories all the points ©



