
O SOUND DOCTRINE.

obligations run loto this oile Wo -ire coinanded to let our light
Shine beforo mou, that they soeing our goodl works nay be coastrained
toglorify our Iathor who is in hocaveu. NVo arc oxhortod to sbine au
lights in ti, world, holding forth tho word of hife. The exaniple of
Christ and the Aposties, preseoted beore us f'or our imitation, enjoino
the saine thing. Thfey souglit not to please theuiselve2s. They endured
ail things that mon miighit obtain the salvation of Cod with, eternal
glory. Let us, thon, imnpressed with our duty to God, and animated
by the exaniple of our Lord, scokz to adorn our hol- profession in every
circlo into which we niay bo thrown.
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SOUND DOCTRINE.">
We bave labored long andi zeaIously to explain, establi2h, and @n-

forco correct views of 1?aitht iRepontanice, and Baptisini, and the out-
ward order of a New lestamient Church;- this is wohl, and tbes,- thinga
tbould have stili thocir share of attention in our meotings and in our
publications, but not te tho exolusion of thoso moral procopts; without
the practice of which ail our professions are as s.911ndinlg brass or a
noisy cymbal. I have oftcn foutod inattentive hoarors wben I bave
endeavored to enforoe the rocssity of secret prayer; the wor-ship of
God in families; moro attention to social mecetings for prayer, praise,
and the study of God.'s word;- more conversation witli friends and
tompanions on practical godlincss ; and tho necssity of an entire con-
forinity te ail the will of God. Discoursos on thomos like the3e have
called forth no signs of approbation, whilo a s crxon on soma of our
distingnishing peculiarities woutd have beon li.tened te with the most
profound attention. ]3rethren ofton appear quito suprised that the
disobedient do not receivo and )bey the gospel, -%vili they eau let days
and weeks paso without spending an entire hour 1n the prayerful study
of God's word. They cati find tiome te visit fricnds and bretbren, to
converse on ail subjeots and on ail occasions, but no tirne te retire to
their closets to diold communion with God. These are the pseudo
reformors whioh I fear ; nmen se worldly would soli the cause of God
for a mness of pottage; thiey seon faîl ont with their brotbren, and a
prsyerloss man vou nover cao fnlly reconcilo te bis brother; hoe hecomes
wilfnl, and raùher than humble hiniseif before Cod and bis people, he
'would sec the Chiurch of God and bis cause scattored to the four winds.
A.&l ibis begins in the negleot, of what are estoeemned by too many, amai
duties. If we would sec the cause of truth triuimphant, the constant
watching over our thoughts, words, and actions mnust characterize un.
Persevering prayer, and the ceascientious disoharge of the duties w,
owe to God and man, must bu required as proof of the sincerity of oiM
profession. Indeed the iole christian systein is only the meana !-
Thie end is the formation of a character as near like tho great Examplar
as .possible. H1e wlio is satisflcd with, his christianity, bocause he at-
tends regularly upon the ordinocees of the gospel in the congregation,
and neglects the daily study of God'a word; sel f-exami nation; ad


