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did all that Esthor had zommanded him, { to ¢licor lim with his message :—=**Savons ! a part of tho coremonial law, condescends, 1iho sako of which we ara propared toincur

On tho third day Esther wont in—tho
cdict was rovalled—Aman was hanged,
and'the Jows wero uflowed for two while
days, to slaughtar thoso who wers propat-
ed tn glaughter them.

Was itan arm of flesh, pampored in
tho Juxuries of the table, that ropefled the
foo in the deys of Judas Maccabeus?
Not so. But it was a haadful of peoplo
who gought the protection of the Most
High by Fasling . ¢ Tho success of the
war," said Judas to his baod of trombling
followers, ¢ isnot in tho multitudo of the
‘army, but strength comoth from heaven,”
“aud they Fasted that day, and put on
sackeloth and put ashes on their heads.”
{1 Mac., i, 17,47.) ¢ 'And-thoy joined
batle, and the Gentitys wero routed.”
(iv. 14-) By the samr arms success
was ensured tothem throughout the strug-
gle.  Antiochus pourod in his multitudes
anew, hoping ot last to terrify the pevplo
of God and to overwholm them. But he
found that they who seek the face of the
Lord by Fasting ard not to be terrified or
overwhelmed. Szo the newinvasion, the
now Fast, and the new victory, thus de-
scribed by tho Holy Ghost:-—&The king,
with his mind full of rage, came on to
show himself worsd to the Jews than his
father wag. Which, when Judas undere
¥téod, he'commanded the people to -call
wpon the Lord day and night’* And there
mode of calling was thisz * they craved

‘merey of thg Tard with weeping and
_Fasting, laying prostrate nn the- ground
“for thireo days continually. ‘This done,
Judagextiorted them to make themselves

16,17,24.) And,asafit had beon a amall | his own.public tarcor on earth by a Fast

cheer him with a near view of his peoplo’s more binding in the oyes of a roal Chrise
deliverance from temporal bondags, the ‘giun thaw- the example of his Master.
samo messengor had ord;ra to chieer him' ‘Tho apostles and first Christians, a?
with the ricar view of their dolivorance, | Zease, thought that hisoxample was to be
and that of alf mankiad {rom tho spiritunl ' followod ; that his sule was to be practis-
bondage of sin through C.hnst. ed-; that his badgo was tobo worn. Si.Paul
lIt i; not easy ‘o clou?ewo _frail morlals was-no weak or superatitious man, yet he
placed in more parplexing circumstances Fasted, (2. Cor. vi. S, and xi. 27), and
than tho two fa:ailics of Tobias and Ragu~ fiv desined Fasting vecetsary for sicurs
el. Imagine that you seo each (amily ingtus eternal welfare. (1 Cor. ix. ")
pending on the life jol a singlo child. | What, then, bscomes of the arguments of
[magino the daughter of Raguel, alteady those who think they havo turned Fasting
seven times ‘:narﬁnod, an}‘:l a: ol‘:;n left a(mmlridicu]e by myd;:g t;mt;“Scrip}lrc
widow on-tho first night after her mars nowhers recommends voluntary suffers
ringe. Imagine het now married, for the irgs,” that, “we arp to use God's gifts,”
cight ume to young Tabiss, the only son that, “Gad-xejeiceth not in the grumbling
.of her father’s kinsman and dourest friead. . of an empty stomach,” Who will hear
Irongine her fathoralready preparing the of nothing but ‘the ellwsufficiency of
gravo to which he dlrdady expected to: Christ’s merits.” If such doctrine be
have, next day, tho melac.tcboly t'nsk of! go.rd for any thing, u:rhnl becomes of the
consigaing the corpse of his sominslaw, Icnmo of Eve, for which se paid so dear,
magwe on the other hand, Tobias, the and for which we, her gdescendants, are
father, aged and blind, whose only son.ia still paying? She only used God's gifts,
at a distance, surrounded by dangers and 2 But.you will say, she did it indisobedience.
for whoso safety he entortaius the tigst Sodo we, when wo refuspto Fast.  What

gloomy anticipations.. But Sarah had"-becomcs of tha crime of the rich man of

at Jast, learned from an angel how to en- [the Guspel 7 (Luke; xvi.) He only used
suse lifo and happiness to her spouse, ard | God’s gifts ; only gave his stomack what

joy to herself and purente—by Fasumg.!icraved.; observed na Superstitious Fasts,

“Sho went into an upper chamber of her |as wo choosa to call them. For we are
house, and,for three days and three nights, ; told that ho was githar a gluttan or @
did acither cal aor drink, but continving !drunkard, Ho only foasied sumpluously
in prayer, with tears, besought God that every day, yet he was Zuried in hcll.
ho would daliver her from this reproach,” | {v+22). Trueitis that, “God rejoiceth

ready. He went out, committing all to
God. He gave, a3 the watchword, *the

viz, that of dying without fssue. {Zob. notin the grumblings of an emply stom-
iti. J0, 11,) In hike mannor Tobiss the,ach.”” Buthe himself has punished, and

roward for lus Fasliag and prayors, 1o of forly daya; and no precept ought to bo'

ty weeks aro shastoned upon thy peoplo on tho contrary, to presceibo rules for 1t. 'the evils whish wmay bo avarted by Fast-
aud upon thy holy city” (Danied, iz. 3, \(Matt. ix. 16,) And, fwally, he began'

ing, and 1o f{orega tho benefits which it
mey securo.  For it folluws, from what
I invo shawn, that tho lauguags of Serip-
ture ig this ¢ Do you wish to obtain from
hwaven tho pardon o sing, whether pris
vato ar aational ¥ Fast, and they shail
be forgiven. Do you wish to avort the
calomities which threaten you o you.!'

country ¥ Las?, nnd the scourge shall
bo suspended. Do yon wish to ensure
bleasing private or public? * Fust, and
your dosires shall be gravted. In fine,
do you wish to estabhish your claim o tha
honour and privileges of a Christien?
Fast, for Fasting is the Christian's badge,
the Christjian’s livery.

X know the force of carly prejudices
and party spirit. Ikoow it, and ¢an sym-
pathize withit. But real religion should
tise suporior to such consideratigns. Till
this is the case, wo may be of Paul or of
Apollo, but wo ara not of Christ.

Who would not, every day of his life,
raiso his heartto heaven and exclaim @
“From the prejudices of educalion and
party deliver me, O Lord,” when ha sees
the able, the sentimental, and otherwise
pious Cowper consigning to & place as
gloowny as Ris own sonl (or, il this be
thought sovers,) consigning to ofernal
pardition all who do pennnce, aud-for no
othar crime but.for doing ponance? {Sze
 Truth’—Cowper's Poems, vol, 1.}

And why this sevority, this rabid sevos
rity? Because his religious tutors havadua-
ned him into ths persuasion, that penance
can only bo the suggesticn of pride and.a
diffidenca in.the merits of the Redeemer.
New, in almost ovory text that 1 have

victory of God® Ho.sct upon the king's elder, was about to havathe happinoss.of

daily punishes our ains, by imposing

. 089 of life,

quarters by night, and sléw four thousand
men in the camp, with the greatest-of-the
claphants, with them that had becs upon
it; and, having filled the' camp of tha ehos
my with excoeding great-(ear andtamult,
they (Juday and his men) went off with
grons succesy.  After this Aniiochus
Jought with Judas, was ovorcome, and
made peaca.” (T Mec., xiil)

1V. But Fasting not ooty disarms the
wrath of God, when his hand is lified up
to smits ginful xdividuals or xations; 1t
notonly gives #irength end viclory to the
weakest of mostals, but it brings heaven

sojog his son refurn safe, woll matried,
and.rich. And ail this, jogethor with the

Fasts upon us; for, every time that ue
subjects us to watis end privations, wo

1o aur succanr ia &l tho trying oceurrens
Do the clouds of sdversity
lowar ovarour hoads, 20d do their fure-

.. bodings overwhelm us with dupression of

spiritg? . Let us Fost, and Hesven will

»- dispal gho gloom and show us the rays of
eppraschiag mercy, .

. Whoss spirite. were ovor mare depress-

8 mthgnef than thess of Daniel, whey

he vicwed the ans of hus peopla and thsir

Bot be says ©F

st py-{zcato the Lord, my God, 1o pray,

» and make supplication, with Fasting and

* paokclotydudssheg,”—ead ho prayed end

» 4aid; “Latithy wrath bo.torced awsy~-
* hesriheupplication of thy geevant and
-* hig-prayses and xhow thy face upon by
", wnttisey which is demlete.® And mhet
wes the selurn wonds by heavad (o dis
qeeyapaad Fustisg? The angel Gabiisl
wis immediately dirpatelad from on bigh

restoration of ‘hid eight, ho bad ensurcd ' may say thathe impossea a Fast on us.
by Fasting. (Tod.xi.8). And he rejoices th=i we sbould approve
V. ¥-hopa I have not to deal with those of and imitatohis plan; ho rejoices that
who, when pressed by evidence deduced : we should know our encmy, and give him
feam the Old ‘Testament, are prepaced, no encouragement; that we should keep
rathor than relinguish their opinion, to’in subjection, by extra morlificatious, that
throw it and its evidence to the winds,' appetite whosa desires havo beenihe sonrce
But if, among my readers, thers should of all our sins'; that wo should punish ours
be-any such, 1 shall now treat them with} solves in the quaster whence our sins
a {ew texts from the New Testament. origincted, The merils uf Christ ave all-

Ata vory carly stegeof the Gospol diss | suficient. But all-sufiiciency & indiserimi-
peusation, Fasting and its rewards catch| nale ipierposition are  vary diffcrent
tho eys of the attentive reader. things. He has only promised the Intorpo-

Ta the socond chap. of St, Luke’s Goa- ai.ti.on. of his all-sufficiency on certain con-
pel, wo aze told that, Anna the Pmphew”ldmons. which we must folfil. Henre St.
wdoparted ot from the tample, by Fas.{-Pa.ul tells us, that he laboured to fill vp

i ing of the saf-
tings and pragers serving nigl? wdnhosc thinga that were wanting of the sa

day.” {v.37), and sho wag rewarded with’ forings of Chnst 1n hus fles, that 3, fo

. . {perform those ecte of ponacce which
:ﬁ; fhr:vgeg:cﬁ;?:‘i;?ﬁ :;:z;:}m:’i;mhrm tequired of him as a condition for
e

licatien of his_ell-sufficiency. 1}
Preseatation, Fasting is commended by!the appiication of Ris, & maurLelonsy

Chris:, wuth the promise of a reecard from' c&uld say rouch more, and hy itou Scripe
bis E::lhc: ( fott vi.16,17). Woaro jtucal authonity; but X havo said enough to
. . . s 0

R . convince the sincers; and all that Icould
*old by '(.hnst t?m Famrfg casts out dz- 22y would not bo enoygh ® convicee
Y'l" when nothing °I,” will do it. g"f" s lths insincare aud tho acoflar. Caly He
ix. 29, and 3att. avi 20.) By Faslinglyog cq0n change tho beart can couvince
the apostle sought and obtaioed worthy| pocn.
cosparisers 19 tho ministey. (Acts, U1 1 then, wo will got Fast, letus not say
3) By Fusing dhay '°u,3m and °bm°,°d that itis becausa Fasting ie nol e scripe
tho samo allimportant objsct.  (Achr zie,

22) Fastingis the bedgoof a trae Chris. ture! doctrine.  1f wo.will not Fasg, led
o

tain, (2. Cor. vi. 5, end 2. Cor. xi. 27).{U9 ceck the causs of ousg avarsion- in saine
Christ birmolf, instend of ebolishing it ae' ather matire.  Bit wos to that motive for

quoted, wo have scen that tho Holy Ghost
represents Fasting os tho offspring of hu-
mility, and the Catholis Church reeoze
nises no morit in a pharisaical Fast.

Ara the enamies of Fasting, thop, pre-
pared to bear the weight of tho scourges
which are averted byit? Are they pre-
pared 10 forego the blessing which-are oh-
tained by it Or have thoy discovered
another more easy and gafe way of avert-
ing the ono and obteining the other3—
Tract 13, published by the Catholic Insti-

tute of Great Britais.
v et ]

PRANCE,
Paris—The rcliques of NotreDama,
says the Univers, wore bestowed ina
place of security in cvil times, and they
have beon presarved by ho picty of the
faithful ; they have lnicly been restored
{by the parson who received the precious
denosit) to the Archbishop aud Chapter.
On the 11th the Acadomy of Sciences
clected M. Boriot as the succesdorof 14,
Lucroiz, in tho eection of goometry.
This nominstion, says the Univers, ddss
honot at 1he samd ume to the savaniwhe,
by the power of merit, hes trivmphbd gver
iaveterato prejuicos, and to thoacadamy
jself, which hus regulated its honors by
the rols of acience only. It will nel be
tho less rozpected ot illustrious for kavisy
admitied a davout and sincore Christian.
The Compte Christophe.de Beaumont,
an esemplary Chrisiiar, and sephaw of

{Christaphs Ca Deaumount, Arckotahop of

Paris, dicd last week,



