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MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

o, MO

8abbath 8chool.
BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER.
Lesson V. July 30. Acts 19: 1-12.
PAUL AT EPHESUS.

GOLDEN TEXT.

“When the spirit of truth is oome,
He wiu guide you into all truth.”—
6:
: EXPLANATORY.

Paul remained & year and & hnll 8t
Corinth, di

W HAT KIND OF MEN CHRIST
MAKES

BY REV. ALEXANDER MACLAREN, D. D,

# For God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but
of power, and of love, and of a sound mind "2 Tim
.

The parts which we should naturslly
have expected Paul and Timotby to fill
are reversed in this letter. “ Paul the
sged,” a prisoner, and scon to be a
martyr, might have been expected to
receive enccursgement and consolation,
But Timothy scems to bave been of a

church in that city. Then he set sl
for Jtmulem to be prennt at the great
M“ of Tabernacles,
whic! occnnogt ﬂyen (A. D. 53) on

Sept. 16. After & briel lha n

lem he went to Antioch, h’
Paul left

Antioch esrly in A ». 54,

hat weak and timid nature, and
this letter of the dying man is one long
tempest-blast to stir his coursge. My
text is the first of the “ soul-animating
strains ”’ which he blows. In it the
apostle would have his down-hearted
young ion and helper b

t of bis missionary toun.
churches which he had pnvlmuly
founded in the provinces of Galatia and
Phrygis; thence he came to Ephesus.
1 While Apollos was at Corinth.
Apollo- was an elcquent, highly cul-
tared Alexandrisn Jew, who been
d with & very i
ladga ol Jesus and His on, Ba

Em ed with great power ‘st Ephesus.
Aquils

tau ht the gospel more fully by

and bad gone to

(,orinth befon Panl nlch Ephesus on
this journey. Paul having passed

through the upper coasts. ers, conn-
try, not ses-cossts. Came to Elphu\u,
the /& Sea.

disciples of Obrist,
t;“fmllo{ the preaching of Paul dur-
Inn his few dny- stay, and of A

. Have received the Holy Ghost
since ed? The more -ccunw
under!nx h far more eom

clear. "Did ye receive the {y Ghoﬂ
when ye believed?” Did its mighty in-
fluence in any way sffect you ai the
time of your baptism ? Wo are ld‘“o

what d the
The most nuun( nxpﬂnﬂon fs, that 85,
Paul noticed in them, as they attended
lha o of lh; uhumhd [ 'lnl‘ (&l
tual ‘p 80 & wan
0 peace u\J - htness that
showed itself in olhan. We have not s0
much as heard whether there be any Holy | to
Glm:; uA(;l‘n‘h M.t.mlm acourate
ation o en
us to the true interpretation of O.E:m
swer of these followers of lha Baptist,
“On the contrary, we did not (st the
time of our b ) s0 much as hear
whether the Holy Ghost was vm."
.Smm‘l:dw) John's hoh uned
the jon the purpose
in hapuxtn‘ It was & conf of re-

what God has given him by the laying
on of Paul’s hands. Whether the word
“gpirit” in my text be rvegarded as
meaning the Divine Bpirit which is
given, or the human spirit in which
that Divinegift is received, the qualities
enumerated in the text are thcse which
the Spirit of God is fitted and bestowed,
in order to create in us; or, to put it
into shorter words, my text tells us what
sort of Ch ty bas & tend-
ency to make, and it tells us, too, how it
sets about making them.

The enumeration is by no means in-
tended to be either complete or scien-
tific. It is meant to embrace, mainly,
the points which Timothy wanted most.
And s0 it dwells predominantly on the
stropger, “manly virtues,” as men com-
and | placently call them. “God hath not

given us the spirit of cowardice, but of
power, and love, and of a sound
mind,” which lsst word does not

stand’ precisely upon a level with the
other three, but rather expresses the
notion of self-control.

Ithink I shall best, in the few re-
marks that I offer you this evening,
bring out the m"‘"‘?,ﬁ of the words be-
fore us if I simply follow the apostle's

rough and enumeration, and tr
Eeu'n what ‘:e says sbout each (;'l

these 1gxlnu.

1. The first thing, then, that he would
bave us unders is that Christ makes
fearless men.

“God hath not given us the spirit of
cowardice.” Now, of course, courage or
timidity are very largely matters of
temperament. !Bu; then, pydouhknow th;
very purpose of the gos to men

to restrain and to stimu-

tance, & of & Messiah, an effort
loludunsw life, but without the aid
of a cmww ft of
the Spirit. They were o of
fasting, nndpnyu-,mddm buv.u‘xa

late, 80 as that natural defects may be-
come exocellences, and excellences may
never run o seed and become defects.
8o, whilst we have to admit that re-
ligion is not mum to obliterate natural

ter, we mun also

had not passed on to “righ
peace, and joy in l.ho Holy Ghost.” e
"

4. That they should bei on
whish should come. John's ™ was
& preparstion for the , Just as
now isan

tran fiicd raap
the Inlentlon ol tha gospel ' we
say we believe unless we realize that it
I.munnodul with the deepest rooted

to make the crook

of being & Obristian ; bnuh-.h & vast-
Iy bigher and nobler Jife than merely
lh: lclvin( it off, and Mv
fng for a be s summer with
new Inpnhe- of l!l-, {te joy In living and
’mwing. is vastly more than ah esoape
rom the cold and dead winter.

its | who lives in

odthlnulknl;hl nndlhnmu(h places

Ea. I venture to say that any man
the realisation of the
truths which theﬂ:pul reveals, and in
the use ol the g which the gospel

6. When they heard ; 1. o. these twelve
nlh:ipluol Jolin,. They were ba;»md
Thh state of th shows that

rtant, but not of itsell the means
vation. In (or into) the name of
ilv Lord Jesws. It does not follow from
this that the fall form of Matt.28: 19
was not used. The New Testament
phrase is “baptized in," or “into,” to ex-
press- the close unfon with God into
which men are brought by

6. The Holy Ghost came on them,
Manifested by its effects in the forms
mentioned. ;’My

12: 29, 50, that these gifts were not the
pcueu on of all believers.
And all the men, ete. The expres-

-hm inthe is somewhat unusual,
and may be ed to prevent the no-
tion that the esian evers were,

nnmﬂﬂlnlhheondmmoﬂgmnnoe.
he went into the gogue.

According to their invi some
months hefon 18: 19, 20), and - acoord-
ing to his habit and principle. And

Kakw(::ctg:hnl&lmn nrvioe-) bol l:ﬂy

wlll (whatever his natn-
ral dhpoulllon of hensiveness) be
stiffened fnto a f u-mAn and be no
m { longer & reed shaken with the wind,
but & brazen pillar, and an iron wall,
amidst all dangers and enemies.
One sometimes feels as if nothin,
clear sightedness was needed to
men into insanity. When you think ol
the possibilities of ev: lﬂe, and of the
oertainties of every life, of what may
come to any of us, any time, and of
what must come t0 all of us one time,

but

the er is that men live without a
ual tremor of heart, and do so
manage o i the evils that

em round. k of our relation

, think of what must be the result

ol the collision of the perfectly teous
will of His with our wayward rebel-
lions ;-of what must be the o uence

—if there be & God at all, and if there
be such a thing as retributive acts on
His part—when He sets us down to
drink of the brewst that we have brewed,
and to reap thevharvest that we bave
sown. Baorely, “ betroubled, ye careless
ones,” in His exhortation of wisdom to

And then, if we bring in all the other
mmMuu which to many of us have
e in some measure past experi-
ences, but still han, 3 threatening on our
horllon like the half-emptied clouds of
a sure to come

T
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to mhmthm.fm\hn.!umm back again, dread

the Measiah, the Saviour of the world.
9. But when divers (some) were hard-
ened. Confirmed in their ways and
opposition to the truth, And believed
or, asin the Rev. Ver., “ were diso-
bedient.” This explains how they were
hardened— by resisting influences,
by disobeying known duty, by tramp- | Ni
on their convictions, by to

lic services at the un;gogna. And sepa-
e

e , with any of the
Jmhwl!:a were rhore IB ervshy the
rest teaching. Teason-
in; ) dasly i»'wmolof one
Tyrannus. Of bim nothin, known.

e may have been tha er of &
-chool whmab

seems to be wisdom.
For what have we that we shall not
have lom with? What do we that
will not ppoint in the fruit? What
dangers are there possible to humanity,
concerning which you and I can say we

know that “when the ()vexﬂow'lnx
ux¥e passes by it will not reach us’
none!

You remember, some of you, h-vix‘xﬁ
seen & gymnast that used to roll & b
up a8 with the motion of his fbe::l

heou ht to be!

“Glod hath not given us the wpirl ot
" Nol bomnnﬂnhl‘lvm

us the only thing that can exorcise
demon, He has given us the good news
of Himself, whereby His name e
dearest instead of our ghastli-

1o make us brave. He has

And the Master who spoke on earth so
often, and in so many connections, His
meek and sovereign encours menl.
“Fear not!” speaks it from the heavers
to all that trust Him. “He laid His
hand upon me, and said, ‘ Fear not!’ I
am the first and the last,” from whom
all changes originate, by whom all
directed, unto whom all

Therefore, whosoever ia
wedded to Him need fear no evil, for
nothing that does not hurt Christ can
harm bhim.

I1. Christ makes strong men.

“He hath not given us the uﬁrit of
fesr, but of power.” Again, we bave to
remember a vlnm remar ark as to tem-

among
us in this zupec& Bome of us, of course,
are paturally fer more facile, sensitive,
and yielding than othexs; some of us
have natural force denied to our breth-
ren. These differences will remain, and
yet “the weakest may be as David,” and
although the weakest shall be made
strong, the strongest. shall be stronger
still, “as the angel of God.” The differ-
ence between the hind and front ranks
will remaip, but the whole battalicn; as
it were, will be shifted forwards.

Let me remind you how a condition
of all that is wcrth doing and being is
the cultivation of strength of willand of
moral nature. To be weak is to be
wicked nine times out of ten. I believe
that the bulk of men that go wrong, that
“go to the devil,” as you say, do it, not
80 much because of & bias towards evil
as of a fatal feebleness that is incapable
of resistance; and I know of nothing
that is more needed to be dinned into
the ears—especially of the young who
bave their chances before them yet—
than truth: the mua that cannot
say, “No!” is doomed “Yes!” to
ali bad things that may .ol it him. To
be weak is to be wicked in such & world
as we live in; and many of you know
how fatally, facilely, and feebly
have ylelded for no other resson Jnn
because the temptation was there and
you were not man enough to stop your
ears to it, and let it hum past you
without touching you. What is the
reason why balf me men in the world
that are d areso? Pure weak-
ness. And so you may go all round
the circle of vices and you will find that
weakness is ordinarily wickedness. And
it is always misery. Al Milton's Batan
tells us, to be “weak is to be misersble,

or su er}n(" tndh in mu-‘.l)'
ly fallure, as witness the experience
&onnnd- of men that have come into
this city snd bon beaten in the race.

How, then, is » man to get strength ¥
Brethren, I do not want to anll }M

assured us | says, “God—I in Him snd He in Me—
wounds

0 lowd the world, ss these

tell” We have known and believed
the love thu God hath to us. Christ
makes us love Him becanse He assures
us that we are loved by Him.

JIL. And, lastly, Jesus Christ makes
self-governing men.

I need not trouble you with any vin-
dication of the rendering which for
“sound mind,” substitutes “self-control.”
I need only, in & word, ssk you to con-
sider how manifestly we are made 5o as
to need the exen;u, continually, of

firm and resolute self-government.  We
bave tastes and desires rooted in the
flesh, and others; of which the gratifi

tion is perfectly legitimate, but which
to make the guides of life, or to gratif
without stint and without restraint, {:
ruinous. Blind are not meant
to guide seeibg reason ; but if reason be
the eye it is mennt wgulde the bund
And the men who live b{

which is a pol wl,{ of saying “Aived
by the worst hﬂf their nature, and
their animal pasaions,” are sure to land
before long in the ditch.

‘We have only to luok at ourselves and
see how there are in us & whole clamor-
ous mob of desires, like nine-daye’ kit-
tens, with their eyes shut and their

mouths open, yelping for their susten-
ance; farther, to mark how in
each man there is a voice that says,
“Thou shalt, thou sbalt mot; thou

fh\ buu oughtest not"—we need
only, , look at ourselves to know

that he h mesnt 0 coerce, and keep

well down under hatches, all lhen
blind proj Feniom and desires, and to
set sove reign above them a will that can-
not be brlbcd & resson that will not be
deceived, and a conscience that will be
true to God. Govern yourself, or you
will come all to pieces.

Yes, and what is the use of saying
that to men that cannot govern them-
selves, whose very disease is that they
cannot ; and who cry out often and often,

sometimes belcre they have gone wron,
and sometimes after ho shal
deliver me from the body of this death

It is no uu\otdl udhammcdmd
deposed ule his kingd
The mischief is thﬂ Il is in full revolt,
and be bas no soldiers behind him. As
Bishop Butler says, “If conscience had
power, as it has suthority, it would
govern the world.” Bat mlbulty with-
out power ia but & jest. Bo it is no
good for conacience to give forth procla-
mations that are w no more than
the paper that thay are written on,
when my will bas been talked over or
enfeebled, and my desires and passions
have got the bis butween thelr tooth; and
are tearing down the road 10 the lnﬂl
table oolliston.

Brothren, there i o-ly one hing that

) of Jesus Ohrist by dep

othx::xmd lower means by which feoble
natures may get & dose of steel into
their system. There aresuch ways, and
they do help men. But if you want to
have a power within you that will enable
you to “stand foursquare to every wind
that blows” belleve me, the surest way
of getting it Is by faith in Jesus Chried,
to open your hearts 0 the entrance into

will give It
you make irial, 1 -m namales that It
will not fafl.  Trust 40 Jesus Cliriat ; sak
Him to govers, and He will help you to
ocontrol yourselves, That is the noblest
omguest that  any  man  oan  make,

'rm‘ man jo & klog, sod crowns him-
solf when he puts on own hat,"” says
our quaint morslist. Wherever you sre
maaster, be you master inslde your own

them of that “s Bon of God” who [sonl.  And that you may, be the seryant
sends His mi;hlyﬂ tinto every spheit | of Him who slone will make you mas
tbuwtuloce It,lo be the source of | of yoursell snd of the world. In

b gth, 1 | Obrist the most tlmid may “ wax vall
we would only ieopwm!nuo(m ant in febl” the “weakest may be
and live with open hearts for the inflax | made strong,” the most sslf-omired

of His great communicstions, we shounld
need nothing else to make us strovg for
all service, sgainet all tempiation, in
the midst of all suffering. There s &
gilt offered to every one of us in the
gospel of Jesus Ohrist which wlll make
our ness into » A pleoe of
sponge put into a »ulled“&e\rlfylnl

heart be opened for Jove which is pesoe
and the wildost revolt In the

and Joy,

little kingdom within may be subducd.
If we will only go to Him trust
Him with oomeives, acd Hve fn troe

communion with Him, snd in pationt

exercise of the gifts that He bestows,

then Ho will say 8o us aa of old, “Fear

My strengih s made perfect in
"

well tumed inw & mass 80 not !
by _the of stony k
our yielding softness

m:{l be omvuned
into firmness which will reaist every
pressure if we receive into ovr hearts
the grace which Christ givee. He who
is strong in the and in the power
of His might, and he only, Is truly
strong. 1f, then, you want power learn
where it is stored.
His strength was as the strength of ten
Because Lis heart was pi
There is part of the secret. Buat how la
the heart to be made pure? {y
entrance into it of the purifying Chris
Christ makes fearless and strong men.
111 Christ makes loving men.

T8 excellent 1o have o giant’

r\ ‘» prongil
"Tis tyrannous to use 1t ke & glant!

And power ever tends o be tyrannous
The consciousness of strengih s ever
t to degenerate into insclence, un
ngnrihblemn wln& of -ympuhl with,
and contempt for, weakness. And so,
very beautifully, side by side with
power, Paul puts love. There aro some
great moral teachers of this generation;
and of the last, whose whole teachi:
has been fatally vitiated, for b
amongst other reasons, beoause they lost
aight of the fact that the strongest thing
in the universe is love. But Paul, not &
philosopher, and not in the lesst dqm
trying to set forth sclentifically the ve
1ations or the limitations of the virtues
that he speaks about, lke s skilful
painter, inatinotively hw'u what tot
will best bring up the one that s laid
beside it. or like some tn'ouu with an
eye to effect, unders how to dispose
e stones in his bracelet, that the ool
green of the emerald may be set off by,
and set off, the fashing red of the ruby
and the deep blue of the sapphire. Ho
he says, thzl makes strong men, but
He makes loving men, too, "“Quit you

His love will kindle an-
swerlng flames fn us; and He who
brought the raging manisc, whom no
ohiaine conld bind, bo sit quietly st His
foot, will give us authority over the one
m which we have yet 10 govem, snd
make the fleah the servant of the
e nudpnd and enfranobised splrit.
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relations with God are not right, whose | I{ke men, be strong. fnt all you:dud-

command of the worl 80 un- | be done in charity.”

certain, as it surely is, and who has | gtre: for younelvu nm admire nny

g before him certainties | {n ers, in which power is divorced

of loss and sorrow broken ties, and | from pity and tenderness.

empty’ houses and empty hearts, 1 not remind you of the one
tments, and #&w stuffed with | sovereign way by which Jesus Christ in

thorns, and souls wounded to the very | His Gospel wins men from that self-

centred absorption whhh they llve.
and which is the root of all sin,
ook Tove which o the child of alth and
the parent of all virtue. There is onl;
one thing that makes men lmin(

souls, com and
that | shows us His hands lnd Hl.l side, and
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JUDSON E. HETHERINGTON, M. D
HOMGMOPATHIO PHYSICIAN AND
SURGRRY,

s 78 Sypxxy Srexxr, BT. JOHN, N. B
Consulation by letter or in person will sessrow
prompt sttention
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DE H D FRITZ
SPRCIALIST.
EYE, EAR, NOSE axo THROAT.
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e SYDNEY ST. COR. OF PRINCESS,
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Hours—10 to 13 & m.

Marble, Freestone and Granite Works

A.J. WALKER & SON,
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X8
A.J. WALKER & CO.,
KENTVILLS, N, 8,

SW AL work dons first-olass,

Tuesday, Thursday and nmuy, 75040 8,80

cw BRADLEY,
DENTIST,
MONCTON, K. B.
Ofos—Cor. Main and Botaford Sts.
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