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MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

Sabbath School.
BIBLE LESSONS.
FIRST QUARTER.

Lesson VIIL Feb 21 Jer. 38: 19-3L
WICKEDXESS

GOLDEN TEXT,

To<day if ye will hear His voice,

harden not your hearts.” —Heb. 3 : 15.
EXFLANATORY.
I'ie BooK BURNED BY THE
(o hide thee
anger of the king, should he refuse to be-
lieve the words they had written. The

Il',lh)l.\hl‘\lx

Kixe. 19

princes were uncertain how the king
They knew he was

would receive them.
bad, and could only faintly hope for his
repentanes

). And they (the princes) went in to
the king into the court. The inner court

f the palace. They laid up the roll in
the chamber of Elishama the seribe. So
that it would be safe if the king did not
take kindly their report of its message.
And told all the words in the ears of the
king. It was of the utmost
that he should know them. His own
snlvation and the safety of the kingdom
depended on it.

21, So the king sent Jehudi
lescendant of & noble house, an under:
officer, who had been sent by the
princes at first to Baruch to read the
book to them. To fetch the roll. He
was not satisfied with a mere second-
wnd report.  The roll is the book Jere-
ninh had written. Books were then
made of a long strip of -parchment or
papyrus rolled upon a stick, and written
11 columng across the whole breadth of

Thesame

the roll, so that a column at a time
d be unrolled and read. And Jehuds
uf it. The princes standing by and

yearing it for the second time.

22, The kiny sat in the winter house.

ummon parlance, the lower apart-
tits are siwply el beit—the house ; the
upper is the 'alliyeh, which is the sum-
mer house.  Every respectable dwelling
s both, and they are familiarly called
wit shetawy and beit seify—winter and
er house. If these are on the
storey, then the external and airy
rtment i the summer house, and
that for winter is the interior or more
sheltered room.”  In the ninth month.
Ihe ninth mofith corresponds nearly to
mir December. It was therefore the eold
and rainy season of the year. There was
« fire on the hearth burning. Rather in
the fire-pan. They have no chimneys,
and “hearths are unknown in the East.
Braziers containing charcoal are placed
in a depression in the middle of a room
for purposes of warming.” The Orient
ale still use pots made of burnt earthen-
ware for warming, instead of fire-places.
pots have the form of a large
piteher, and are usually placed in a hol-

w plage in the middle of the room.

23, When Jehudi had redd three or
jowr leqvee, Rather columns of the writ-
ing across the roll. He. The king ; or
if Jehudi, #t was by the king’s orders,
and was really his work (ver. 28). It
scems probable that after Jehudi had
read three or four columus, the king
snatched the roll from his hands, umt
taking the penknife used for sharpening
the seribe’s pens, cut up the roll him
self.

24, Yet they were not afraid. This ex
presses the writer s astonishment at the
depth of depravity, the intense hardness
of fieart, the mental blindness and dull
ness of the king and his attendants, as
if they imagined that burning the roll

would destroy the Word of God, or shut
their eyes would ward off the light
stroke. Nor any of his servants

Not the princes, but his pemsonal nttend

ts, chosen because they were like
nded with nimself

Nevertheless Elnathan, et These

some of the princes.  Made inter

I'his shows that the princes

wt in sympathy with the king's

we, and » the good influgnces

npon

o ben ve king, agninst
e went.on in his wicked courwe

But the king commanded Joral

te. These were probably among
servants” referred (o in’ ver

' wvo Bebn of noble house

h and Jeremdak. T\

1 J mly destroy r
book, int also the fountain w

ng, 8o that no more such pr

ild be written by them, und »
hers w lare to write thewn

have say i But the

' the By som unk wi
o, or guidar . hen
' " nirast i ry |
tween the way Jehoinkin

- anwd the way it was

H

li ( the poeople, snd
swilt and blo o
At henrt, with ¢
ng determined t
hin evil way, hp would allow

W -to distirb hin plan
EHN DESTROYENS OF TiE P

akim had but & brief succe
t but ho hns had  long

m t
ne o

seors in his policy. Great num
in many ways, have imitated his
attempt to destroy the truth and

pe the power of God's Word, by de
ing the form in whieh it has come
m

e Book wggroken. 27, Then the

afthe Lord came. Thiat word was not
wed, nor was Jereminh hidden from
oyes of the Lord
S, Take thee again another roll, ete
entire book was re-written ; and the
rd adds, “There were added besides
them many other like words.”

And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim .

14 saith the Lovd, ete. This disgrace

md fearful doom of Jehoiakim the
uphet is commanded to go to him and
roclaim, fearless of danger. We must
ppose that the heroic prophet went.
ut & contrast between this mean,

lly hardened, and mx‘)mun king,
loiling with wrath’ against the prophet
and against , and this heraic pro-
le bearing the meluge of God to the
royal t{mm facing death firmly, and
never shrinking from any duty which
'Hl‘nhvmu Master neg :

I
\\

| throne of David.

S0 a8 to be safe from the

importance

His son Jehoiachin, 18
years old, attempted to do it for tl rse
months, but the who'e time the land
was * occupied by  Nebuchadnezzar's
army, and .h‘:un,uum was in & state ol
siege (2 Kings 24: 8-17). His dead body
shall be cast oul. See 22: 18,

8L I will punish him and his seed.
He was slain; his kingdom destroyed ;
his son was carricd in x‘halm‘ to Baby .,
But they hearkened wot. This implics
that they might have been saved from
the threatened evil, if they had repent-
ed, as in the case of Nineveh under
Jonah’s preaching. Otherwise there
would have béen no use in warning
them: The warnings were for the pur
}m‘v of keeping them from the ruin be
oré them ; to make the way of trans
gressors 80 hand that no one would con-
tinue to walk therein.

Tuk Kixa's Fowwy., Ouly fools im
agine that stopping the fire bell will put
out the fire; or tearing up the doctor's
prescription wilf cure the disease; or
refusing to hear the warnings against
an evil way will prevent the consequen
ces; or stopping the ears to unpleasant
truths will destroy the truthe. The
king ouly suffered mare on account of
bis burning the book. And by that act
he shut the door to better things in his
own face, and threw away his last op-
pnnuni!_\- of safety.

— o
An Unexpected Lesson.
|llldl) t enjoy ﬂ\u m-rmlm at all this

morning,” said ‘Mrs. Fisk. “ It seemed
to me Dr. Prescott went out of his w ay

notice he is beginning to put on little
pulpit airs, tmm(‘lhmg Iespecially detest
in any minister.”
“What do you mean by little pulpit
airs, wife?
“Why, didn’t yoeu
little whi

natice how every
le he shrugged a shoulder?

exact imitation of the minister's move-
wment. “Then there was an affected way
of glancing with ‘great mimlm from
right to loft, as if startled hiz own
ideas.”

in 80 ludicrous a manner that her hus-
band laughed outright, and little Dot
!mnﬂ, into a loud peal of laughter too.
“It's such queer little mannerisms as
those,” she added, “that I call pulpit
airs, and ae I said before, I detest them !
Iunl\ wish” some one would tell Dr.
Prescott how he spoils the effect of what
he is saying by assuming such looke and
attitude
Mrs. Fisk and lier husband bad just
returned ,from church, and little Dot,
seated on the floor, was paying such
fixed attention to what her mother was
saying, that her father asked laughing
ly, “And what do you think of pulpt
airs, little Dot 7
1 a-tests 'em !
¥
I'his caused - merry laugh at Dot's
expense, for the littlo four-year-old girl
was partic ularly fond of getting h8ld of
words altogether. too large for her little
pucker of a mouth. The dinner-hell
ringing just then effected a change in
the subject. It was only Monday after-
noon, however, that Dr. Prescott ealled
on Mrs. Fisk, and the servant, thinking
her mistress was at home, admitted him
On discovering that Mrs. Fisk was awny
the girl returned to the parlor and was
surprised to find Dot carrying on what
appeared to be quite an animated con
versation with (5;« minister
When Mrs. Figk returned she saw hor
pastor’s card in the salver on the hall
table, and later in the afternoon as she
sat sewing, with Dot seated as usual
the floor, surrounded by her heloved «
lies, the waitress in passing looked
the room and said
suppose you saw Dr. Prescott’s eard
ma’am
Mrs. Fisk replied that she had seen it
ud .was sorry that she had not seer
gentléman himself

said Dot emphatical-

A the girl passed on, Dot lu
and remarked ina tone of great satis
fnetion

I weed him and 1 telled him 1 a-test

pulpit sirs
K\Iw.

M. Fisk started wo, and
poke with such encrgy, that Dot started
tixn. Then she added me t
tell mamma what yo

| oott
| The ehi gin with o satisfied a N
| worthily performed a needed dut
| I telled him I dic puipit wir
Anwl y i ‘What do you tie ittle
g A I say : ‘You sticks up
[ Shami'ey, and yoia poes this way. ™ and
I D nexl het brown t
| miomt ext | wriggled ! iy
| & in her des k o
| romil

W

* asked Mm

| “He Who y
[ wi 1 anys, ‘Miss Mittik
Dot haek * |

W s \ i

N Ay, ‘W . M
| kens And [ say, 'Ol M Hul
| bard is.”  And he laugh ar Wi
| Mother Hubbard is I say
| Little Marm  Htey
| and the nneonseious Dot ]
harder

M. Fisk® despite her trepidati
hal to lnugh toc (mx she aked agni

And what did Dr
Tell mamma traly,
He never say

Prescott sa
Dot
nother word

mly pi
my cheek and say ‘O you little mischie
you

Mrs. Fisk felt a little relieved. =i

hadd shiown such a predilection for silk
mittens All winter that her husband ha
sportively eatled her Mrs. Mittikine
and of course Dot had learned the name
by heart in a very short time, Then, In
cause of her fondness-for a rather shape
less house dress, he had oceasionally
dubbed her ()Id Mother Hubbard, The
appellation, “Little Marm _Step-and

Mr. Fisk bhad applied to Dot
, because of her alacrity in run
ning little errands and knowing as he
did that the longer a name the better
she would like it.

Mis. Fisk took Dot on her lap, * and,
looking at her steadily, said gently but
with some decision :

““My little Dot, I want you to tell me
truly, did you say anything atall to Dr.

t sbout papa or mamma ?"
Dot shook her ud with decision in

). He shall have mione to- sit npon the

her turn as she replied,

tosay odd things, and I am sorry to

and Mrs. Fisk drew up one shoulder in

Again Mrs. Fisk mimicked the pas-
tor, turning her eyes from side to side
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“No! truly rooly, I didn't swy mammai
or papa onesingle time.”

Then Mrs, Fisk added lightly, . nit
wishing toimpress the matter farther on
the thiidish wind |

You nust not spesk to any one of
thatagnin.  Now remeinber, Dot b

And the innoeent Dot reassured  ber, |
womising “truly rooly” never to tell to |

e, Prescott ngain nor to any

OVer any more

In talking the mstter over with her
husband that night, Mrs, Fisk coneluded
with the remark

I did not

e elwe

realizse for an instant that
the little midget would undemstand in
the loast what | was saying, much less |

treasure up al remembor it But it
shows that parents cannot be too i
ful what they say belfore children, and
especially about others. As to my mimi- |
ery, | am simply ashamed of. it, il 1|
acknowledge fmnkly my oriticisma were
unnecessarily uncharitabde and severs

I van guly say 1 have learned a lenson
Dot soon 10 be forgotien

Not very long afterward, Dr. Preseott
presched an admirble sermon to which
Mrs. Fisk listened with a foreed air of
placid attention, although her heart
Huttered in little uneven bounds at
several points in tive discourse, There
was entire absence of any superfluous
mannerisms, but only a very earnest,
impressive air, as the good man admon-
ished Christian ]»annln to beware lest
lh:-nr nwle of couyersation prove any-

to the younger
mvmhﬂ: of the family.

He reminded his hearers that, lot &
preacher be ever so faithful and ever so
sincere, his teachings would lose all

ower and his precepts all value, in fact

is influence for good would be totally
lost upon the young people of the house-
hold, if he were criticised unfavorably
in their hearing. A single remark, he

argued, of a detrinental character, was
suflicient to destroy the most eamest

efforts on the pastor’s part
And the sermon was one which could |
have been listened to with marked!
profit by many a well-meaning
thoughtless parent.—Christian Obser ver
- o

“Father was confined to the house |

through Kidneys Complaint, but now
says he feels like a differont person |
since using two bottles of B. B. B. |

Minnse J. Haycock, Salford, Ont.

Mr. Globe-Trotte—"I made a flying |
trip through Ireland while I was b
Patrick, and it seemed to me that the
people looked contented enough.”  Pot-
rick—"It’s seldom they luk thot way

sor. You must 'av’ been there whin th'|
foighting wor gnin‘ on.
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