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OUR DENOMINATIONAL WORK.

Some  twelve years ago an endeavor
was put ferth tosystematize our methods
of raising funds for our denominational

enterprises. The ouatcome of this was
what is known as the “ Convention
Scheme.” In this scheme two principal

objects were had in view—to augment
the . aggregate fund raised by the
churches, and to apportion this fand
wisely and equitably, according to the
needs and the importance of the differ
ent departments of our work. - The plan
met with Iess opposition, perhaps, than
usually falls to the lot of innovations
and, cn the whole, it has proved highly
satisfactory.
a sum equivalent to one doliar a mem
ber for all embraced within the limits
of the Convention, has not as yet been
reached, but there has Leen & marked

The aim to raise annually

increase in the contributions from the
churches. The plan of apportionment
bas proved fairly equitable, and what
is, perbaps, siill more important,|the

| To cnter these doors of opportusity,

MESSENGER AND

| stitutions, Iu order to ‘masintain their
| eMiciency and extend their influence, are
making appeals which we can by:-no
means afford Lo disregard.

| 0 ocoupy these fields of usefulness which
Providence is opening up to us on every
side, requires money. 1f we are to have
& share in planting Baptist churches in
| all parts of the Canadian North-west, and
| in preaching the gospel in Quebeq ; if we
are to be God's ministers to carry the
Word of Life to many perishing millions
inIndia ; if we are to care for our feeble
churches and aid struggling missions at
home ; if weare to continue to provide
an education under Christian influences
for our young men and women ; if we are
to do these things and others which it is
no less incumbent upon us to do, and do
them effectively, then we must give of
our substance to the Lord’s work, and
give largely. Many of our people are
learning that there is a great blessing in
geoerous giving, and many- more, let us
believe, will come to share in the same
experience,

2. Our denominational work is essen-
tislly a unity. It bhas its different
branches or departments, -but these are
vitally codnected. ‘All our enterprises
must move forward together and in har-
mony with each other. Our Convention
Scheme, as has been intimated, has done
good service in crystalizing this idea in &
method of work and in cultivating the
habit of thinking of the different inter-
ests in their relations to each other and
as parts of one systein. It does not
seem possible or even desirable that all
contributions should be made in connec-
tion with the Convention Scheme, but,

scheme has tended to ubify the workip |

the minds of the people and to. cause |
them to feel that, though ecomprising
different departr the work is really
one. Of late, however, wo have become
nterested, &1 a denomination, in some |
objects n fed n the Convention
cheme. nde Ligr n AU
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Thé Foreign Mission work, as we point
ed out ‘last week, has great yeed of an

enlarged income. When we hear the
Secrotary of the I, M, Board set forth
the necds and opportunities which the
home field presents, we feel that the
amounts being invested in this work ars
- pitiabiy sma'l. And our -educationsl in |

| the inter relatidns and the several claims

#0 far as this is practicable, it is best.
And whether the contributions reach
their object through that medium or not,

of the d

rent interests should be

steadily kept in view, so that no appesl

tures.” Socially this movement has had
great influence among the Jower classes.
Green, the historian, is quoted as say-
ing: “The noblest result of the religious
revival was the steady ailtempt, which
has never ceased from that dsy to this,
to remedy the guilt, the ignorance, the
physical suffering, the social degrada-
tion of the profligate and -the poor."

‘We can all rejoice in all the good done
by Christians of every name. And while
we hold views of truth differing widely
in some respects from the beliefs of our
Methodist friends, we can_rejoice with

the trouble comes in. 1t would be well
if the church, irrespective of political
parties represented in it, should frankly
advise the pastor, for the sake of tiLe
higher interests at stake, to pursue a
different course.

We have been led on to ssy more in
angwer to the above questions than we
had intended, but the matter seems to
us worthy of careful consideration. While
occasionally a8 minister has erred by
taking an unwise part in politics, on the
other hand, many have erred in failing
to recognize that the office of the gospel

them when Christ is so pi hed that

had any tion with poli-

men believe and are saved.
e
Questions.

1. Is it out of order in the Baptist de
pominstion to administer the Lord’s Sup-
per to aged or infirm members of the
church who are unable to attend public
worship ?

2. Do all Baptist churches ordain their
deacons, and is there S:riptural authority
for it ?

3. At a business meetingof the church
hias the pastor a right to take the chair
unless requested ? 8.

1. It is not customary, We think there
are good reasons why such s practice
sheuld not obtain, - All reference to the
Lord's Supper in the New Testament go
to show that it was observed by the
church, or a company of disciples met
together for religious worship. To ad-
minister it privately to the sick would
tend to foster a belief that there was, in
the bread and wine themselves, some
sacramental efficacy. There could be no
reasonable objection; however, fo a pas-
tor appointing at the house of an sged
or infirm person a meeting of the church
‘at* which the ordinance should be'ob-
served.

2 The custom is not uniform. In most
Baptist churches, we presume, it is right
to say, the deacons are ordained, that is,
set apart for life to the office. But in
muany churches, especially in the United

should be presented on behalfl of any
partioular ingerest and no responsibility |
sasuimped which must result in the with

awing of necossary support from other
ntorest

CENTENNIAL OF WESLEY'S DEATH
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Dr. Androws, of Brown

Wesléy was great as an or

T'his has been often referred to,

too olten, doubtless. Yet | do not

rd it his most remarkable trait, nor

was his vital piety, or his emphasis upon
Vs, characteristic of the man most
deserving of perpetual remembrance

It seemm

to-day

to me that the Christianity of
is chiefly indebted to Wesley for
tie firm and lastingy bold secured by

him in Christendom for the idea that

iristianity is essentially & life, and ‘not |
a dograa, It is this incoming of the |
#ense of reality of eternal things that has

80 largely promoted zeal for souls The |

preaching has promoted the spisitual
« and the quickening energy of Chris
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»w {ar the Wesloyan movement has
thealogy, opinions will pro
bly *Dr. Vidcesit, professor -in
6 Theologi eminary, New York,
I'he theological outiook of to-day

s far beyond Arminian
Both alike fee touch of
the prine

. ntroversy, |
# ol of predestination and
turn to confront. the{

of

of

to- ity historic environment ;

n the light of physical
Calyvinism

» eritical study
t B n 1

1 i
iohee, in A At

I such com

cegesis has

g 1 tions, and has been |
! ¥ pushing dogmatics to
nd b 1 to the
g ence of
the church of England has de. |,
{ Vigorot 1
ism and exegesis, which has
lively supplemented points

coutributions = of dissenting

but in the United States |
Methodism has contributed |
1 3 to thi cod,
advances in criticism
ainly to Calvinistic scholarship ;
e, a8 we have said, theology
growingly b l, and theolegical con
troversy so largely biblical controversy |
a4 between the Calvinistic and the |
Arminian church, it is evident from
which side the modifying influence pro-
ceeds. The most potent force in the
evolution of a new orthodoxy is ﬁmti
which does most to promote the deeper |
and more intelligent stady of the serip |

biblical

| discharge of the freepan’s

| reform, to
{ wickedness of bribery and all forms of

States, they are simply elected to hold
office. for a certain time. Pretty much

| all that is said about deacons in the New
| Tostament will be found in 1 Tim., chap.

tics at all. And the sins of the latter
are more and ggeater than thoee of the
former.

e

Letter from Dr. Goodspeed.

The considerate and forbearing kind-
ness which for five years made work to
the brink of break-down a gladness,
encourages the hope thbata few words
from the old editor of the Mrssexeer
Axp Visiror may not be unwelcome to
its readers. It seems scarcely possible
that over_six months have passed since
the last regretful touch of the oldab-
sorbing work and the farewell greetings
to the dear old friends. With almost
every week has come the thought of
writing, but each day has brought its fill
of work, and it has been bard to find the
But now I must write, timeJor
no time ; for it would grieve me sorely
should old friends forget me or think I
had forgotten them.

It is ms true in the West as in the East
that one who is willing to work will have
his fill of it ; but while one may suddenly
fill his hahds and brain with new forms
of effort, it takes time befors they fill
his heart and kindle all his enthusiasm.
This happens by reason of a law of human
nature which cannot be overridden ; the
inter:st which is deep enough to stand
the stress of difficulty and to be a motive
to tireless work must grow.

I'he columns of the Mzssexger axp
Visiror are eagerly scanned from week
to week, The brightening prospects of

time.

The seven, spoken of in Aots, chap
sre oertainly appointed with the im
position of the hands of the aposties
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whether thoy wore doacons In the ordi
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od. What should be-the sthitude of &
hurch towards ite pastor pursuing sueh

n course ? A
We do not know that what is usus

ly understood by would

spply

say, howevor, that we believe it is quite

Haptist usage
in such s oase. We are glad to
unusual, in this country, for & Baptist
minister to ocoupy the position of prin
ciphl speaker at a partizan politioal
right,

we should say that s Baptist minister |

meeting. ~ As 1o the matter of *

has the same right as other citizens to

form_an intelligent judginent upon the |

pol

cal questions of the day and to sup

sbor while a ieart stirring power hus | port the policy, the pariy or tho oandi- | * business men

dates whom he considers wobthy of sup
po But every one knows that & win
sustains peculiar
relations to the community, especially to

ister of the

gospel

his, own congregation. This peculiar
position makes it expedient for reasons
n our view, they do not
étatement—that the minister,
and especially the pastor, should refrain
from sdvocating his political views in
puk We do not say there may not
be ¢ mstances under which a minister

80 obvious that

requir

of thie gospel will be doing scrvice to his
(iod and his country by publicly identi
self with s political party
and actively advceating its policy ;
but we must believe such occasions are |
extremely rarc, and under ordinary cir- |
cumstances we believe that, by such a |
course, hie will be doing serious injury to |
bis own influence and the cause which, as
of the gospel, he must be sup
posed to have most closely at heart,

No doubt there is a legitimate place
for the But that
: pulpit, not on a partizan,
political platform.

fying bi

I

& minister

min

ter in politics,

place ié in

T'o instruct his peo
p he have the ability, in the prin
ciples of sound government, to place be
fore them their responsibilities and du. |
ties as .electors, to incite them to a |
patient, impartial study of the political
interasts of their country, to exhort
them to an honest aud

conscientious
right of
suffrage, to advocate measures of moral
revesl and denounce the

political corruption—all this lies legiti
mately within the province of the minis.
ter, and, in doing this, he will be acting
the part of truést patriotism.

2. Whatever the altitude of the church
toward the pastor “should be,” it is likely
to be determined by the political affilis.
tions of ite members, and that is where

with the eArnest hope that the news from

| denominational

| tion of thejr principles, which prompts
selfsacrifice on their belialf, when ne.

Acadia bave been noted with gladness.
Each week the® paper has been opened
the churches might be glad tidings of
May the
reports continue to be more sod more

arge and general ingathering.

eheering

our wide awake Ontario correspond
vnt koops your readers well informed of
tha course of donominationsl alfairs up
e bt & Tow additional gleanings may
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& large proportion of them are alsters,
and yet this little band of disciples pay
their pastor a liberal salary and give
generously to all depominational calls.
What is the secret? Every member has
sgreed to give at least one tenth of in-
come to the Lord, and pay it in weekly.
it is scarcely necessary to add that their
spiritual life is vigorous and that their
work is being prospered.

But what about the work at McMaster
Hall? it may be ssked. Those who are
in a position to judge say the outlook is
very hopeful. It is thought that the
rough waters are passed and that the in-
stitution has come to a settled policy
and fairly plain sailing. So far as can be
Judged, the professors of both depart-
ments are determined to do their best
to compel success by faithfal, conscien-
tious work. It would gladden the hearts
afthe professors of Toronto Baptist Col-
lege, should they be permitted to have a
strong del ion 6f Acadis grad in

40 membde s, not one of them is wealthy,

is maked to svoept 10 per cent. and o
fraction, as her proportion from the Oon-
vention Fund, 1 know there is no one
who would more cheerfully admit than
Bro. Williazs ihat, in one sense, Acadia
College is the very soul of the denomins-
tion. All that she receives now is ot
noarly as much as she is worthy of, and
should have, and I feel confident there
are very few who would be willing to
favor any proposal which, if adopted,
would have the effect of diminishing the
income of our educational institutions.

The ssme’is true, to some extent, of
“Ministerial Education,” and “Ministerial
Aid and Relief.” Itis generally admit-
ted,[ think, that the smount these Boards
are at present receiving is exceedingly
small and altogether inadequate to the
great needs of the work undertaken, yet
if the new schenie were adopted these
Boards would be asked to get on with

iderably less prop lly than
they are now receiving:
Bythe p i of the editor I would

their classes. Especially true would this
be of those of us who can claim them as
the closest d tional ki At

like, at another time, to say & fow words
by the way of explanation of the pro-
posed d. L E. Bin.

the same time, we want no one at Mo-
Master who is not convinoed that he can
receive there as much help for his future
work as elsewhere. Should any come
from this reason, we shall give them &
cordial welcome, and five men, giving up
all their time to theological instruction,
with help from professors in arts, will do
their best to prevent disappointment.
Fmally, allow a sincere word of con-
gratulation at the success of the new
regime in connection with the MesskxcEn
aNp Visitor, The paper deserves the
continued and increasing patronage of
the Baptist people. With good wishes
to all old friende, I must close,
C. Goovsrerp,
. -
The Proposed Readjustment Scheme.

1 want to say I am very glad that Bro.
Williams has moved in this matter, and
in my opinion a proposal to readjust our
Convention Scheme, on a broader and
more generous basis, has come none too
soon,

I think, also, it will be iderable

Chegoggin, N. 8.
e

Young Men!

Will the young men—candidates for
the Christian ministry—now at Acadis
College, Horton Academy, St. Martins
Seminary, Newton Theological Institu-
tion, Rochester, Morgan Park and Me-
Master, keep well in mind the following
facts, when trying to decide as to what
part of the Master's vineyard they will
settle in, and begin the active work of
the pastorate.

Fact number one : The New Brunswick
Western Baptist Association has, accord-
ing to statistical returns, 73 churches
within its jurisdiction.

Fact number two: At least forty of the
seventy-three churches are at this mo-
ment pasiorless.

Fact number three: The Baptists with-
in this Association are losing ground.

Fact number four: Pedo-Baptists are
placing their ministers in some of these
pastorless communities that have been

advantage, as & matter of convenience
as well as economy, to give the North-
west and Grande Ligne Mission a regular
place in our'financial plan.

In my opinion, however, the schenge as
proposed by Bro. Williams, is open to
objection in several particulars. First,
In regard to the amount asked for from
the churches. By our present scheme

e gives '
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liko your own, snd sl the Boards u
polated by It Thelr reports: are o
tally considered and freely disoussed
This o wholesoume, and tends 0 deepor

and widen interest in the worlk

e various Bosrds have o lprger pr
portion of the lay clement] than in the
Maritime Provinees. Some of theso lay
men are vory faithful to their truste and
& great blessingdo the body il i e
more than doubtful whether & sentrol of

enterprises vestod In |

would be better than

il in the hands of ministers, From all |
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During the lust decade very gratifying
progress has been made, The Baptist
cause in Toronto has had almost pheno
menal growth.
tral and Eastern Ontario and of Québe
have also made good progress
west and south-west of this province |
the same cannot be said. The churches {

The Associations of Cen

In the

in this region were planted in the ecarly
settlement of the country largely through |
the labors of brethren who did not be- |
lieve in a salaried ministry. The churche ‘j
were not trained to give to the Lord,
and the result has been that many of
them have never thrown off the bad hs
bit stamped upon them in their early
history, This means everywhere and al
ways paralysis of spiritual power. The
churches in the north and east ha
to struggle from the first against opposi
tion and difficully: the members are
Baptists from conviction and an apprecia

cessary. The lessons from this contrast
in rence to spiritual power and pro-
gre under these different circum-

stances, lie on the surface. There are
some noble exceptions in the south-west
district, and there is slow but sure
growth upward into a better state of
things; at the same time, the brethren
who are most interested in the progress
of the denomination are often ocon-
strained to ery, “ How long, O Lord, how
long 7

At one of our missionary days at M-
Master, Bro. McEwen, the earnest super.
inténdent of Home Missiqus, mentioned
the caze of a church which may well
biave widor notice. There nre only about

{ Now would it not seem to be a little un

soheme s very seriously at fault.

wo aak that the churches giveat the rate
of one dollar per member per annum.

réssonable, especially when half the
amount we now ask for is not contri
buted, to make a dewmand for between
three and four times as much ?

I think also the principle of the distri-
bution of the funds proposed by the new
Our
present soheme, for instance, gives For.
wigh
seheme proposes o give 51 per cent. and

Missions 25 per cent.; the xew

& fraction. Mors than double as much as

lis work receives from this source at the

prosent time

| know the oall for more laborers is

very land, and consequently the demand

for more money ocorrespondingly great.

| kmow that the heathen are perishing,
andd Lh

Master is saying : “ Go ye, there

dered h fore almost ly
Baptist ground.

Fact nymber five: Young men, the
remedy for this lamentably sad and
most deplorable state of affairs, is with
in your reach, i. ¢., & willingness on your
part to come and throw all your ransom-
ed encrgies into the work «on these too
long neglected fields.

Bro. Hinson's timely words concerning
the Eastern Association is largely a call
“to arms,” a call for a concentration of
evangelistic effort—our call is for men.
Unless we can man the various pastor-
less fields, we must submit to the in-
evitable—see Baptist truth, faith and
praotice displaced by that which- is less
soriptural. The tendency of our edu-
cated young men is to settle in city,
town and hamlet, wherever a well orga-
nised church is open to receive them.

Elder Cohoon, in his address to the
young men at Acadia recently, referred
to this matter as it really is, and what I
have learned from experience and obser-
vation is right in line with the views so
clearly enunciated by Bro. Cohoon on
that ocossion. 1” want to express my
conviction as & young man to young men.
Any young man is in & much better

fore; sud make disciples of all the na. |

|

Lions Vet we must not forget that
alls ‘are loud snd demands are great
from other direotions, |
& de |
upon as

We &l admit that our work, as
nomination, should be looked
one grest whole, and if this is the case

wo wust not lose our heads over any

me department, however important that |
iey artment may be

If it can be shown that we can do jus
tice to Home Missions, Acadia College,
and all the other enterprises we have on |
hend, and (0 which

our support s |

plediged, and give to’ one department
cousiderably more than one half of the
whole amount contributed, there will be

an end to controversy. But this, in my
opinion, would be difficult to do

In discussing this point; syother faet
should not be lost sight of ir foreign

missiot.work is not wholly dependent |
upon whist is received from the Conven
tion Plan, but draws largely from other
sources of regular income.

Again, our presentscheme gives Home
Missions 40 per cent.; if the new scheme
were adopted, Home Missions would get
only 17 per cent. and a fraction. And it
must be remembered that our home
work is dependent, almost’ exclusively,
upon what it receives from this source. |
. Oah it be possible that the fairness of |
our present financial plan, and the Con |
vention that adopted it, were so far
astray in their judgment concerning the
relative importance and needs of oup
home and foreign work ? I am sure there
cannot be many, if any, who are willing
to take this ground.

In devising liberal things for our for-
eign work in a faithful endeavor to meet,
as far as possible, its urgent and increas-
ingly pressing claims upon us, do not let
us forget that our work at homé has
claims upon us egpally urgent, and if our
home work is peRiced to suffer, in that
proportion will our foreign work suffer
also.

Once more. Our present scheme givés
to Acadia Colluge 25 per cent; by the

| olaim the gospel of Christ

position to make a high record as & suc
cessful pastor in » country pastorate
than in the representative pulpit of eity
or town,

Young men! do you want to do the
herolo thing for God, and the cause of
Christ T s it for souls you want to labor 7
Are you anxious to commencs your Ia
bors as a Christisn minister in some
large and inviting arens of Christian use

fulness ! Then in the name of the Lord

{4iod 1 bid you look towards the forty

pastoriess felds within the limits of the
N.B

At this partioular time, whes

Western Assvoiation
mission
fire and enthusinsm are at

ary their

highest tonsion, when your hearts and
the hearts of many are desply stirved
lot us not oducate ourselves 1o think
that the only sot of herslsia is to bid
farowell
surging

India's distant shores, and there

to oative land and oross the

billows of the briny ocean to
pro
but let us
likewise oducate oumelves (0 believe
that it is lddeod an aot of herolsm to
conseorate all our ransomed powers to
the Home Mission work of the Maritime
Provinces of Canada.

T'he writer fondly hopes and’ devoutly
rrnyu that many of our young men will
hear and resporkd to the echoing sound
of the Macedonian ory, as it is bmnf;

| wafted from the hill-tops and fertile val

leys in this Western Associatipn of ours,
March 7. B. H, Tuosas,

- - ;
Collections from Churches to ke An-
nuity Fund.

Great Village,.. . ¥ 50
Cardigan church, 106
1st Kingsclear,. 5 00
Prince St. church, Truro, 8 33
Cow Bay, C. B, 4 14
Glace Bay, C. B, v 4 50
Homeville, C. B,... 186
Goschen,....... .15
Tabernacle, Halifox, 23 79
Southampton,...... 150

2 56

3 40y

700

SUBSORIPTIONS PAID TO ANNUITY FUND.

Robert Frizgle, 0 00
J. W, Rukiand, 10.00
Jas. Hut,..... 10 00
Mrs. T, C, MoNeill,..... X 100

scheme undir qonsideration our college

EM. Swun;m‘ Treas.
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The weekly visits of yo
per are one element in th
of our Upper Canada ure:
news from the churches i
cheering. A few words fr
possibly be of interest to

ers.
“The pillar of fire and cl
guidance I have earnest]
follow ever since 1 gave m
blessed work of the gosy
seemed to have paused ove
which I came about 15 mor
80 here we have paused, an
willing to stay until the “p
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