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The whale desisn in miniature.

HEN peacock feathers sprang
W into such tremendous popu-
larity last spring perhaps no
one realized the great value  they
would be to decorative needlework,
for most of the peacock ideas were con-
fined to -the feathers dyed every color
of the rainbow (or bleached out to a
dull,“natural” color) and made ' to perch
jauntily upon the hat; or printed in
glowing colors upon cretonne and tho
pretty upholstery stuffs used for every
purpgse under the roof, from hangings
to wall coverings.

Only this fall have peacock colorings
been, in a way, “disgovered” in their
_application to embroidery for pillows
and table covers, and for dress trim-
mings—those made or embroidered by

. 0f courpe—as we ! }
‘P ually the color of the foundation is
;as neutral a tint as it is possible to get
—f@n or gray or that indescribable shade
which is neither tan nor gray and goes
by the indefinite name of ‘‘stone color.”
rom such a ‘background the 'colors
stand out as they do.in haturé, with a
curious live quality almost startling,
yet thoroughly artistic, in its effect.

For a pillow, the art linens—queer,
rough sorts they are—of tan are most
satisfactory, the design carried out in
royal blues and greens, with stems and
all outlined to give the whole pillow
more character; with gold—either gola
thread or the gold-colored silk that
works up so effectively.

‘While the peacock feathers themselves
form an occasional design, they are the
exception rather than the rule, although
the “eyes’” themselves are conspicuous

in a number of desigas which seem al-
most Egyptian in their treatment. But
more often it {s a flower or vine, the
stems twisted in art nouveau fashion,
that fs done in the beautiful coloring of
the peacock—it is the coloring, not the
feather, that is in fashion for embroid-
ery.

The design shown is a particularly
good example of the vogue of peacock
colorings. Although the theme itself is
a lotus, it has been developed along
conventional lines, the *tems bent into
graceful ¢.-ves, and the flower lald
beside one of its own shapely leaves.

As to the working, that may be as
simple and as quickly done or as
elaborate & bit of needle painting as
you please. The fine silk floss may
be used., both stems and flowers pad-
ded and done in satin stitch, the shad-
ing of each petal made a matter of
exquisite care. Or it may be done in
floss of a fairly heavy welght (the
kind that works up quickly) and done,
a8 the design indicates, in a long and
short stitch, with a sort of fagot-
stitching used upon the stems, and the
gold thread outlining the whole de-

sign.

Make the leaves green and the stems
blue.

Only half of the design is shown,

CHOOSING WALLPAPER

HEN about to have a room re-
papered take-into consideration
the size of the room, the height

of the ceiling and the number and ar-
rangement of the windows, as well as
the use to which the room is put and the
probable number and kinds of pictures
you intend to hang upon the walls.
Small patterns add to the apparent
size and are good in a small room.
8triped effects give height and should
be employed where the ceilings are un-
duly low. Plain papers are also suitable
in small rooms, and are best calculated
to show off engravings to good advant-

age.

Where the ceiling is unusually high
and a plain paper has been used, a dado
of a contrasting or harmonizing color,
run about the top, just under the ceiling

moulding, improves matters.

Yellow paper lights up a dark room or
one with a northern exposure beautiful-
ly. Red paper iz charming in a library
where the woodwork is dark and too
sharp a contrast to the dingy covering
of many beloved books must be avoided,
but it has a tendency toward darkening
the room if the windows are not very
advantageously arranged.

Green paper combined with white
paint is delightful in a sunny room of
southern exposure, but greén paper is
usually & fortunate choice, for it can
almost always be made to harmonize
with the other furnishings.

Paper carried over the celling gives a
better effect than if the ceiling is cal-
cimined and adds to the apparent loft-
iness of the apartment.

::Sae'ﬂower spray, the two‘tormlng a
- square.

w’?‘lg °2¥:;:%erq it, stretch the linen
smoothly upon & sewing table, or
some flat surface, 18y impression pa-
per, face down, upon it, the atterré
upon that, and go over the lines o
the design with a hard pencil. Then
twist the plrattern around to fill out
er side.

mlet ?st bwell to mark out a square, and
ut pins in where the design is to be
aid for the second time, s0 that you

are sure tc get it In exactly the right
place—just a little shifting to one side
or the other would destroy the sym-
metry, which is one of its charms.

It’s just the sort of pillow sure to
be appreciated for a Christmas gift,
be the recipient & crusty old bach-
elor, with violently expressed views
against the “usual Christmas trash,”
or the woman who has been longing,
without the time to satisfy that long-
ing, for a bit of the rich color work
for sitting room or library couch. As
for college girl or man, it's a mighty
eﬂ:ctivo without being a costly pres-
en P

\lNTERF

UST so long as meddling is not
made a capital offense, meddlers
will continue to run riot; yet

there are ' few wrong-doers outside
the penal code who cause more un-
happiness.

We are all familiar with the woman
who interferes with the way her rela-
tives bring up their children. Probably
she never had a child of her owxd;
.possibly she never wanted one; but
all _the same she is thoroughly con-

vinced that no one was ever better
fitted by high heaven than herself to
the task of training the infant mind.

She offers suggestions to the mother
ad libitum, and—she puts her theories
into practice when the mother is not
near. She upsets the system of home
discipline with an air of conscious vir-
tue: and if she does not succeed in
ruining the child’s disposition it is
only because her opportunities are
limited, the mother exceptionally wise
or the child exceptionally sane.

The parent who interferes with her
children’s teachers is another ' wide-
spread type of meddler. In eight cases
out of ten she breathed & sigh of re-
lief the day Willie was old enough to
start school, since already the answer-
ing of his questions and the controll-
ing of his small, wriggling body had
got beyond her,

She knows that the quiet volced,
capable looking young woman whom
the municipal authorities have put in
charge of the schoolroom has been
weighed in the balance and found
equal to most educational emergen-
cies, yet for the life of her she can-
not refrain from offering advice. She
sends Willle to school one day armed
with a note, in which Miss A. is cau-
tioned agaihst pushing so bright and
frail a little fellow too fast; she
comes down to se. the ﬁrinclpal the
next day herself, and asks him if he
really thinks Miss A. is competent.
Her l1ittle boy seems to have come all
but to a standstill since He has been
in her class. And unless the principal
has been schooled in adversity, and
seasoned with the wisdom of long ex-
perience, he 1s apt to o to Miss A.

ERENCE

with the suggestion that she might
try to please the parents a li‘‘'e¢ bet-
ter.

There isn't any vital harm done, per-
haps, but Miss A. will have an un-
comfortable half hour, and there really
wasn't any reason why any of it
should have happened.

‘Who hasn’'t come in contact with the
soured bit of middle age who wants
to regulate the amusements of all the
young people she kmows? I knew a
young girl who, having secured a po-
sition in a’ district school the fall
after her own graduation, went with
her news to a relative, from whom
she had every right to expect interest
n.n'd sympathy.

“There are some awfully nice young
people in the neighborhood, and there
will be lots going on after school
hours,” she concluded, joyfully. ‘I ox-
pect to have a very nice winter.”

“You have no right to expect any-
thing 8o foolish,” retorted the elder
woman, tartly. “A girl who is work-
ing for her living has no time for
gayety and frivolity. You should not
think of going out in the evenings, it
will unfit you for the next day’s
dutles.”

Fortunately circumstances spared
the girl’ more than temporary inter-
ference, but it was weeks before she
shook off the effect of those few de-
pressing sentences. 4

I am reminded of the history of a
family, two sisters in which married,
the other members, fortunately for
the mates they might have chosen, re-
maining single. The unmarried broth~
ers and sisters spent such time as re-
mained from interfering with each
others’ pursuits in offering advice to
their newly acquired brothers-in-law,

Never having entered into the holy
estate- of wedlock themselves, they
naturally felt better qualified for (it
than those whom nature had selected
to play the part, and they succeeded
within a decade in bringing about two
virtual separations, which probably
would have ended in two divorces had
not death interfered more capably
than they.

THE NEW CROCHETED BEDSPREADS

‘A berxy desisn.

mothers were young; when all
housewifely arts were held in high
when matrimony was every
woman's bounded duty; when la-
bor-saving machines were unknown
and undesired, every girl, long before
she reached womanhood, had put to-
gether at least one patchwork quilt
which was t¢ be used in that halo-en-
ctrcled home where she was to reign in
the not very dletant future.

Now, patrhwork is ugly, uncompro-
misingly ugly, and no cleverness of com-
binativn nor ingecuity of design can
male it asyt-ing else; but this is a day
of revivi.s he moderr woman ran-
sacks her owr and her neighbor’s garret
for antiquities. She will travel miles in
eearch of a tal' clock, she will squander
her last penny in having a many-
drawered mahogany dressing table mado
presentaple, and when she has secured
an old-fashioned four-poster bed she
banishes her light, shapely metal affair
to the swrersom and spends hours in
congratulating herself upon her new

ssassION. L
‘When the bed is put tegether she flnds
#t necessary to hunt up garnishings that

BACK ia the days when our grand-

esteem;

are in keeping with its age and @ignity,
and the question of a spread -becomes &
very - important mattér. The medern
honeycomb or Marseilles spread-iy ab=
surd, the glaring patchwork. quilt an
offense to her artistic eye, and so she
casts an inquiring glance’ about' and’'de-
cides upon a knitied or, better still, a
crocheted spread. .
Sometimes she is so fortunate as to
have inherited one of these ctherished
possessions. It was cofstructed by some
gentle, domestic ancestress with plenty
of leisure, whose hands bhave long since
been folded in a long reést, and it has lain
away in lavender for many years awaft-
ing Jjust such an occasion as this. Then
her way, is easy. She takes the spread
from its resting place, réverently shakes
out its folds, sends it to a professional
cleaner, who is bidden to deal with it
gently, and a lttie later it comes back
to her in a glorified state. Then she
uts it on .ber bed.and.calls all her
neighbors to ceme and rcjoice in her

y.

It she has no spread Iald away among
her ancestral gods then she must ‘‘get
busy” and make one, for a crocheted
spread she must have. -She must lay ‘In

Fretty to mount over color .

a goodly supply of knitting cotton, of
fine quality and of about the same size
as four-fold Saxony, a coarse steel cro-
cheting needle and a deal of information
about stitches, patterns and measure-
ments.

These spreads are all made in squares,
the number varying, of course, with the
8ize of the bed you want to cover, but
fifty-six is supposed tv be an average
count for the ordinary four-poster. Each
of these squares is composed of four
smaller squares, complete in themselves,
yet uniting to form one harmonious de-
sign. The patterns given in the various
books on Knitting and crocheting usual-
ly represent a quarter of a large square.

When the squares are complete, and it
is by nho medhs a quick piece of work,
they are j¢lned together with a few

lain rows..of crocheting, and then a

order is chocheted around the whole
quilt, or a more elaborate finish is given
by putting .crocheted lace, from three to
ten inches wide, all the way round:

The- effect-is pretty, but the fad prom-
ises to be passing. Women are in-too
much of a hurry nowadays to give the
time to one thing that wonuld be neces-
sary to making one of these quilts,
and it is pretty safe to prophesy that

not more than one will go down in each
family for the benefit of the lovers of
the antique in future generations.

Knitted spreads had their greatest
vogue in Germany between 1830 and 1870.
They were well suited to the German
tyge of bedmaking, where the feather
bed was in vogue, where the pillows
were laid flat, and where the whole
effect was level. Over the entire bed
pillows and all, was placed this knitted
spread, and the lace edges hung down
over the sides by way of a finish.

About 1870 the knitting craze began to
die, for the work was slow and tedious
and the world was getting more pro-
gressive. Then it was that the cro-
chqted spread found a place. Thé work
was easier, the patterns miore open, the
squares multiplied with greater rapidity;
and it is this fashion that is having its
revival today.

Doctors tell us that occupying the
hands with needles and knitting cotton
is soothing to the nerves, so the woman
who finds herself on the verge of nerv-
ous prostration, and at the same time
the proud possessor of a four-poster
bed. would do well to invest in the nec-
essary materials and make for herself
a crocheted bedspread.

TWO LOST ARTS

B are a race of skimmers. Possibly because
of ““limaue conditions, probably because of a social system
whicn exacts a continual straining after things we havs

. mot got; but certain it is that the qualities of serenity and

concentration mai; be counted among our lost arts.

e do everything lightly—just touching—just playing at things.
We fly from yesierday's interests to tomorrow’s; from the fad of a
month ago tc the national issue of today, #nd give to each one a
passing thought—nothing more.

American women are conceded the whole world over to be the
most briliiant, versatile and chsrmlnf among the_daughters of Eve.
They are also the most nervous. If you walk down the principal
shOppinﬁ streets of our great cities, you can count upon the fingers
of one hand the number of women you will meet in an aftérroon
whose eyes are serene and whose mouths are not tremulous and tired.

You sre the *ame look in all classes—the worn wage-earner, the
brisk professional woman, the busy mother of families, the socicty
leader—and simply because, whatever their rank or calling, each oune
of thcss women has crowded into her days just twice as much as
she can comfortably do.

“When 1 find myself in need of a nerve rest,” said a French-
woman, not long since, “I leave America and go back to my owa *
country. We French people are called voluble and excitable, but we
possess elements of self-control that are utterly unknown among the
natives of this side of the water. Even your little bables are bundles
of nerves, - Their eyes are wide and inquiring, and they seem to tako
in everything; they begin to be busy before they can crawl. It is
little wonder that you have cases of diseased nerves by the hun-
dreds among your s¢hool children.”

Unfortunately, there is no exaggeration in her charge. Our school
lgnteml, embraciug as they do a vast diversity of subjects, cultivate
the skimming inclination of the race. A child whose course includes
faurteer or fifteen different branches has little chance to deveiop
ccneentration, every chance in the world to develop nerves,

We have no time for a book or a play, for an individual or a
Eroblem, that takes much of our time. Said a young girl who had

een advised to give more attention to her drawing, for which she
had & marked talent, ““I haven't time; there are all my things that
must _be done.”’ -

“Your things?"’ questioned the older woman with whom she was
talking; ‘‘what do you mean?”’

“Oh! my music, and the dancing class, and our book club, and
the theatre club; my French lessons, my clothes, my camera, my
riding lessons—I am coming out this winter—and—""

“Don’t,” said the questioner, feebly. ‘‘Your list makes me fairly
dizzy. I can well understand that you haven’t time for anything
else; but wouldn't it be better if you concentrated yourself a little
upon thne ‘thing’ you can do best? You wouldn’t be 8o tired, and you
would really accomplish®more.”
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right, but since the entire body must
g0 along, buy the hat with considera-
tion for that entire body.

Stand in front of a full-length mir-
ror and look yourself over from head
to foot, always with regard to the
hat. f you don’t look topheavy, or
light-headed; if your new plece of
headgear doesn’t give your skirt that
far-away look, and seems on friendly
terms with your shoe laces, then you
may safely order it sent home—not
otherwise.

Leather Presents

EATHER mounted in silver seems
to be very popular for Christmas
and wedding presents just now.

Among the articles shown are jewel

Pig Pincushions
N ADDITION to the silver turnish-
ing for the dressing table comes in
the shape of a silver pig, who car-
fles\upon his back a pin cushion. This
S5 one of the novelties we have bor-
rowed from England, and Piggy, so say
our English cousins, is sure to bring his
possessor good luck!

Buying a Hat
HEN choosing a hat, don’t be
content with a glance into a
hand-mirror and a satisfac-
tory head-and-shoulder effect. If we
only took our heads and shoulders on
the street with us this would be all

boxes of dark leather, heavily mounted
in silver, and lined with satin; glove
boxes on the same order and cases for
bridge-whist sets. The last mentioned
have compartments containing the
score and playing cards and make rathe
er attractive prizes for card parties.

About Starch

TICKY starch is an abomination, but
you need not have it if you make
your starch this way, First dissolve

it in cold water, then pour boiling water
over it until it clears. Next set this
aside until a scum forms on the to
and then remove this scum. Starch made
this way will not stick. Some laune
dresses add a tiny pinch of salt,
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