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The Postmen and the Price of
Food.

As we gradually persist in the le-
vitational phenomenon of lifting our-
selyes by the bootstraps, thru the
failure to fix prices, allowing every
interest and every class of labor to
fix its oyn remuneration without
any regard to the general welfare,
we must be prepared for insistent
demands for those who suffer from
the results without any power to
help themselves. .

We begins the bootstrap busi-
ness?

It is quite obvious who beging it.

of all trade and- labor—the +etd
men. We do not say the farmer, for
the farmer is at the mercy of the
railways, the middlemen of one kind
and another, the cold storage men,
the packers and the commission meér-
chants. = They are the people who
first begin to raise wages for them-:
selves., As soon as they make food
dear, they necessitate a raise in
wages all round. To meet this they
give the bootstraps another tug and
the vicious process is repeated. The
food controllers are blind to all this;
deaf to appeals in the interest of the
people, and have refused to inter-
fere, except in the case of wheat.
There was & great outcry about the
demobilization of currency when it
was proposed to make gilver rank
That pro-
posal was nothing at all to the ac-
tual practice which now makes the
wages of two days only worth the
former food value of one.

The latest body to voice its
complaint is the Letter Carriers’ As-
goclation.: They have drawn up a
statement of their position, the main
point of which is that during the
past six years, while prices of all
commodities have been soaring, their
wages have remained stationary.
Private employe}'a have had to yield
to the pressure, and provincial and
municipal governments have sub-
stantially increased wages to meet
the situation. The Dominion Gov-
ernment, which, charges one half
more for carrying a letter and
iwice as much for a postcard, be-
sides adding an unknown tax to the
cost of mewspaper postage by com-|
pelling every newspaper to be
wrapped sopz@itoly, has done noth-
ing for the postmen. The purchas-
ing power of a dollar is only eqlual to
Db cents as in 1912,

According to the estimate of the
government labor bureau, a family
of five persons requires for food,
fuel, light and rent, - $13.11 more in
a year than the létter carrier re-
ceives, and then he has to provide all

{
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labor party come into power in any
‘early election, speak his mind on the
war gituation., He appreciates fully
the falsity and ruthlessness of the
‘Germans, and he fears their peace
proposals more than their threats of
attack. He knows, as we should all
know, that Germany will propose no
peace that is not wholly in her own
interest, and will accept no peace
that is for the interest of humanity
in general until she is compelled.

A compromise with Germany, said
Mr. Henderson, would be a e¢ynical
peace, containing the seeds of future
war. It would not be @ clean peace,
and it would not be an honorable
peace. 4

Russia, and  the women of this
country must stand against it like
flint,”” he observed.

With the labor men of Britain
solid for the war, and with a sim-
ilar determination welding the
masses of the United States; with
France pledged to her utmost effort
and daily confirming that pledge,
the great democracies of the world
stand together in the cause of the
weak and helpless against the ruth-
less and the strong. To deliver Bel-
gium, to restore Serbia, to avenge
Armenia, to protect all .the lesser
nations, to organize .thethordes of
Russia into a real den}oél‘acy. these
are the real aims Behind all the war-
fare of the western allies, the justl-
fying objects whieh warrant such ex-
penditures of blood and treasure as
are needed to withstand and over-
come Germany. That labor realizes
this will be a welcome message to
the people who sit in darkness wait-
ing for the day of their deliverance.

“Canada First” and Bolshivism

Col. Denison’s address last week
to the Empire Club mot only stirred
enthusiasm, but it aroused thought.

| His surveyeof the Napoleonic crisis

when Britain battled alone for years
against her mighty foe, and his
graphic and dramatic account of
their resolution in face of all dangers
and trials, touched his audience as
they might weg.touch the nation if
it heard such ringing words of en-
couragement. What did our fore-
fathers do? For eleven years they
kept right on. We ought to set eur
teeth, said the colonel, and take any
steps that may be necessary to put
us thru.

One sign ‘of the times had ap-
pealed to Colonel Denison, he said,
and cheered him. It was the recent
general election. He had aever
been a party man, but always a
Canada-first man. Now, for the first
time in fifly years, his party had
come into power. Hedid not belong
to either political party; and he was
glad to see the best meén of both
paities conducting affairs. They
had five years shead of them in
which to play their cards, and he
hoped they would do it so well that

| by, that time everybody would Pe on

the side of the Canada-first party.
They had all power and it was their
duty to those who supported them
not to be weak and wobbly. The
war could only be won by stern and
strong measures. 5

In view of what has happened in
Russia it is timely to have the note
of ‘““Capada first” emphasized,  and
especially by so disinterested a
speaker. Had there been a suffi-

other necessaries of clothing'and in-
cidentals. - The request of the letter|
carriers is for a minimum wage of%
$1,000 a year, with a maximum of |
$1,400. For work requiring con- |
siderable intelligence and demand-
ing integrity and reliability this de-
mand is not immodest, and in such
cities-as Toronto is one that cannot
be evaded if the cost of living is®to
be permitted to continue its upward
course,

Labor and the War in Britain.

One of the fears that have as-
sailed thoughtful people foy some
time past has arisen from the situ-
ation in Great Brit_gin caused by-the
demand of the government
750,000 more men from among the
skilled trades and the refusal or
the e¢ngineers to comply. The
young men in these trades voted
solidly against yielding to the gov-
ernment suggestions, and at one
stage the situation was apparently
critical,, There is no doubt a large

- amout of Bolshevik and other dis-

| slavery.

ently strong “Russia first” party in
the Muscovite dominions the: Slavs
would not now be on the brink of
Under the czar there were

{all kinds of ambitions and parties,

but nowhere a party which held
i Russia first. - The czar hiriself
probably put his family first. The
czarina was more loyal to Germany
i than to her adopted people. She is
| said to have weakened the czar's
| mind and judgment with drugs. He
';‘has ghown nothing of heroic mold.
{ Stuermer and other fministers placed
{ Germany and their own interests be-
:i‘ore those of Russia. Some con-
sidered the army first. When Ker-

for | ensky got his chance, it was not of | ed, and who could hope that that

iliusam that he thought, but a sec-
| tion of it. Lenine and Trotzky have
| not thought of Russia, but of their
| own schemes, their Bolshevism, any-
{ thing but the country and its
people as a whole.

With the leaders all pulling dif-
| ferent ways, with no national object
or ideal in view it is not remarkable

“It would be the desertion of|

Other People’s Opinioli.s ‘

An Old Cavalry Man’s View.

Tditor World: ~ Ak an Englishman and
a British scldier. resident in this coun-
try for the past tem years, I feel im-
pelled to lodge a protest against the
intemperate and fanatical utterances of

the sc-called temperance party in Can-
ada. 5
Firstly: We are toid that the people
of the British Isles, and the British army
in the field, are drunkards. '

Secondly: We areied to believe that
vice is ailowed to parade, unchecked, the
streets of london and other British
cities, to the danger of the souls and
bodies of our Canadian soldiers.

Thirdly: It ls publicly inferred that
compured to the people of Canada\mou
of the motherland are irreligwous.

I would snwwer these assertions in or-
der as above:

Judging by what I have seen myself,
Canuda has ncothing tu crow about on the
core of wsobriety. I have seen more
drunkenuess on the one night of the pro-
vineial elections in a Jittle Canadian city
(with the soul and aspirations of a vil-
lage) than 1 have reen 1n any one night
in the City of London (with a popula-

minion of Canada) in five years’' resi-
dence. 1 have. attended severw! meetings
held to support the candidature of one
of the M 1. A.'s who helped to pass the
Ontario Temperance Act, and on one oc-
casion saw the whole audience troop into
the local lotel, and drink whiskey at
the expense of the candidate's agent (?).
I have seen at tho same election men
who boasted that they were good citi-
zens sell their vote for a ’'‘pull’’ from a
bottle of whiskey. 1 have seen drunken
men riding on streets cars in Toronto,
loiling over cther passengers, and poison-
ing the aiready fetia atmosphere with
their reeking hreath., (A man the wors:

moment on any public conveyance in
England.) Having read the reports of
the police courts in the daily papers and
compared them with those “of several of
the ‘lurgest cities in England (Notting-
ham, Birmingham, Manchester and
oithers), I can but form the opinion that
England bears the' comparieon favor-
ably, I have served in the British army
for twelve years; in the Yeomanry Cav-
alry eight years, and in the Canadian
militia five years, and my observations
ghew teae for obvious reasons the wol
dier compmt'es more than favorably with
the clvilian.

‘Doubtless the temperance cranks of
Canada nevel heard of 'the Army Tem-
pevance Assocjation, and the work that
it has accomwplished during the last 30
yvears, particularly in Inda; or of the
work, in the army of the Church of Eng-
land” Tenperance Society, the I, O, G.
T. and other kindred societies.

The British soldier of the regular and
territoriz]l forces i a sober, clean-living
man, his very military training and es-
prit de corps making him such (not that
I would infer that no Woldier ever fell
below this high standard-—no community
is altogether free from its prodigals—but
in the army they zre the exception that
pooves the rule).

A8 1egards vice, 1 would again refer
you to your o¢wn pelice court proceedings,
and to the records of the local hospi-
talz, the Mercer, and Prison Farm; and
I claim’that vice is more promjinent and
morv arrogang in Toronto today than it
is In Londcn, notwithstanding the tre-
mendous difference in the size and popu-
lation of the two cities.

A perusal of the daily papers is akso-
lutely nauseating from the prevalence of
such disgueting cases. i

Ag touching religion, Canada is today
approacking the intolerance of the Phari-
sec, the Roman Church of the Inquisition,
or the Puritan of the Commonwealth,
witbout the high moral standard of any
one of them. The biisiest tongues in
glandering the mothérland have ,e™m
Methodist tongues. I have seen a Meth-
odirt church in the course of pne of thosa
hysterical waves called ‘‘revivals,’” ac-
cept as membens and converts a man and
woeman living in cpen adultery, without
requiring that they break their ; union

form of marriage with his niece). I have
been rebuked by a class leader for smok-
ing a pipe, and told that I was on the
high rad to Hell in consequence of such
a sinful indulgence, and heard the same
class leader boast that he had bested his
own father in a ‘“honse deal’” And after
listening with much edification to another
ciuss leader one Sabbath morn in chureh,
I was aslourded to surprise him sitting
on his wood pile regaling 'a gathering of
yo'me beye of the neighborhood on the
afternocn of the same Sabbath with ‘ewd
stories of the worst type. (And yet there
are those who would charge that those
cams buys are led astray in London )

And now, to crown all, certain would-
be leading women of Canada would cuf-
tail their ‘sacrifices” till England con-
foring to their narrow standards. What
“sacrifices” have already been astod?
What tridesman’s wife has _stinted
her own table, as the Quéfen of
Yngiand has done? What Cana%ian
farmoer has wsold his grain or ro-
tatoes so that  his fellow Canagdi.ns
(to say nothing of our allies) might/have
food at a just and reasonabie rice ?
Seeing how Canadians are living today,
the use of that word “sacrifice’” is tan-
tamount to blasphemy.

Of that glorious body of heroes, the
Canadian Expeditionary Force, how many
Knglish mothers and English wives have
had te make the sacrifice of their loved
ones to fill its ranks”

Sacrifice! No people on the face of the
earth have less right to flaunt that word
in Mother ¥ngland's face, than have the
peopls.of this Dominfon. Canada has
made no eacrifice, she has nobly tried to
do her duty as a daughter to her mother,
in that mother's hour of need; and to
support that mother in her (the mother’s)
sacrifices on the altars of freedom hon-
or and humanity, ;

Wake up. Canada! Wipe out that stain
of hypoeriey and fierce bigotry—put your
owa house in order—and remember that
you are mot making sacrifices for Eng-
]aml‘—— vou are fighting to maintain the in-
tezi’ty g: vour own borders, the fresdom
of your own sons, and that more precious
thing—the honor of your own daughters—
| for, if once that ‘“far-flung” battle line,
{80 glorious]y held on Flanders Field by
| Britain, by Britain's sons and allle.-;.
| #hould be pierced—Canada’s fate is seal-
would be one jot or tittle better t!;]aat:
that of Beleium or Serbia? ¢

FParxdion my trespassing on your val-
uable epace so far, but—I love my coun«
try, England. I am proud that 1 have
[m«l the honor and the privilege to fight
| for her—I am proud of my adopted coun-
| try, Canada, and it grieves me that at a
| time like this there should be any 80 mis-
| guided as to attempt to Sow seeds of
| discord between the two.

The glorious retreat from Mons, the
immortal glories of the Marne, Ypres.
Festubert, Givenchy, Vimy and’ ass-
| chendaele (among many others) were not

| N EEa b ‘ Baetad ww :
integrative influences at work in all| that the Finns are tying up to Ger-|conducted or won by drunkards and pro-

the nations, set free, promoted and|™Ma0Y, that the
1t | @8ainst all but themselves, that the |

financed by German intrigue.
Germany could do in. France, Italy.‘\
Britain and the United States what
she has done in Russia then liberty |
would indeed be prostrate, and labor*
might toil for another thousand |
years before it recovere% its present
status "in the free nations. It is

Bolsheviki are

Ukraines are for Ukrainia, and the

{ Great Russians for the North.: All is
| confusion, the result of a generation

of anarchists. We are not quite so
bad as this yet, but without the
unifying principle of a common
national object and a common
faith it is impossible to achieve the
national solidarity which is usually

! fligates—God for
{9y , W :
| Toronto. ) Veteran,

| Americans and Englishmen

5 Arrested by Enemy in Finland

| Stockholtn, Thursday, March 14 —
1Thel reporit that the Germans are wr-
| resting Americans and Englishmen in
‘P‘-.nlmzd. despite the fact that Finland
fis nominally a neutral country, is con-
{ firmed by Mrs. Henry Crosby Emery,

tion larger than that of the whole Do--

for liquor would not be tolerated for a '

(the man in question had gone thru a

JAP PRESS FAVORS
- MOVE IN SIBERIA

Influential Pﬁblic Meén Desire
American Financial
Support.

CHINESE MAY ASSIST

Intervention Will Come as
Act of Friendship 'to
Russians.

Tokio, Thursday March 14 —When a1
week ago the possibility of Japanese
intervention in Siberid became known
and a flood of opposition from western
press poured into Japan there was con-
siderable excitement inthe belisf ¢hat
speedy mobilization of the army and
navy would be ordered. Extremists
pictured aeroplanes over Tokio and
submarines from Viadivostok, The
historical “outs” in the diet heckled
the government and the newspapers
were filled with the contrary views.
according to the interests or the im-
agination of those responsible or those
not responsible for the situation.

Presently, however, the tone became
quieter, and it appears possible to see
more clearly the true Japanese ‘out-
look, which is characterized in many
?uarteu as ‘entirely safe, sane and
oyal.”

All Press for Action.

| Today practically all the entire re-
| sponsible press of the capital is ad-
vocating intervention in Siberia in co-
operation with the allles and China,
not directed against Ruseia, but as an
ally loyal to the Russians, wishing to
save the country. One of the most out-
gpoken papers is the Kokoumin Shim-
bun, owned and edited by Iichiro To-
kutomi, who is a close personal friend
of the premier. X

Japan realizes, it is authoritatively
stated, that if the United States de-
clines its support the situation will be
extremely delicate, because financial
and material assistance must come
from America. Any feeling of distruat
or unfriendliness seems to /be lacking.
As a matter of fact a large section of
influential men ih Japanw favor the
American viewpoint, while only a few
Chauvinists jeer at Premier Terauchi
and Foreign Minister Montono as
being undeér American influence.

Leaders Cautious.

Leading men such as Baron Shibus-
awa, president of the Amerlcan-,pp-
anese Association, for the commercial
section] and Yukio Ozaki, leader of the
Constitutional party, for the “outs,”
advocate extreme caution. Similarly;
many strong supporters of the admin-
istration point out that the hour for
action has not yet struck. They say
that first it is absolutely necessary for
all of Russia and the rast of the world
to understand that Japan is engaged
in no chauvinistic adventure and de-
sires nothing more than to safeguard
the far east, assist the allies, and, if
possible, save Russia from German
domination, which means the mailed
fist. in the far east. B

e Chinla’s Opportunity.

The Chinese problem is one of the
most serious features. It is recog-
nized that this is China's great oppor-
tunity, and Japan is urging the lead-
ers in tahe north and seuth to settle
thelr differences by a sound comprom-
ise; form a capable national gotern-
ment at Peking’ and join Japan “znd
the allies in guarding the -frontiers
and helping Russia. Some indications
are manifest that this effort may be
successful,

Tang Shao-Yi, who has held many
positions in the cabinet, was former-
ly governor of Mukden province and
is leader of the National party of
China, is on his way to Japan. Baron
Hayashi, the Japanese minister to
Caina, has returned to Peking, and it
is stated that there is reagon to be-
lieve that by tactful diplomacy the
obstacles to the effective co-operation
between Japan and China in Siberia
may be removed in time to enable
both countries to share in the far
easterners real partigcipation in the
war. Such an outcome of the prasent
negotiations, resulting in agreement
and co-operation between Japan and
China, would mean, to the minds of
Japanese statesmen, an alliance of
vast importance,

Bank Amalgamations in England

Monetary Times: The continued amal-
gamation*of banks in the United King-
dom has excited much comment in bank-
ing and trading circles, The extent to
which they have proceeded in the last
twenty-five to thirty vears is seen from
figures presented in a recent issue of
The London Economist. The thirty-four
English foint stock banks in existence
in 1917 have been reduced to thirty-three
as a result of the-amalgamation of the
London and Provincial and London and|
Southwestern, If the provisional agree-
ments between the National Provincial
Bank of England and the Union of Lon.
don and Smiths and the London County
and Westminster and Parr's are com-
pleted there will be a further reduction
to .thirty-one. The Banking Almanac
for the current year shows that in 1888
the average amount of deposits in each
bank was about £2,750,000, while by the
end of 1917 it had increased to £40,000 -
000, or £42,500,000 on the assumption
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‘The Veiled Lady. =
CHAPTER XXXI.

Evelyn daid not remain long; - and
I did not wonder. My mind was so
insistently trying to think who the
veiled lady with George could be, that
I was very inatténtive to my caller.)”

Evidently when George found it
impossible to take me because of my
red efes, he-had invited someone in
my place. But Evelyn had sald she
was so “done up in veils” as to be
unrecognizable. I might have gone,

¥l I asked George to allow me to
wear ay heavy veil, I thought; then I
knew he never would, have consented.
I did wish I could do something so4
that I never would cry again as long
as I lived, but whenever anything nurt
or angered me, the tears always came
in spite of everything Ticould do.. I
was what George called “the weepy
kind.” =

I dressed carefully, and when
George came in, about half an hour
before dinnar, my face showed no
traces of tears. I yan to the door to
meet him, and tried not to notice the
carelessness with which he returned
my kiss.

I followed iim upstairs and while
he freshened up for dinner I talked
to him. Finally I said:

“Evelyn Reéve came over for a
little while this afternoon. She came
very soon after you left. She thought
I was with you.”

“It was your own fault that you
were not!” impatiently replied George.

‘‘She sald ‘you had some womnan
all done up in vells; that's the reason
she thought it was I with you. She
couldn’t see her face.”

George made no reply, but I noticed
a slight scowl on his face. Foolighly
I went on:

A'I might have gone that way. If-I
had worn a heavy veil, my red eyes
would not have shown thru it.”

“You may as well understand, now,
that I shall not take you anywaere
when you Nhave been weeping. If you
choose to make a fright of yourself,

you may remain where my friends do
not see you,”
“Who was the lady with you?” I

asked, ready to weep again because of
his severely uncompromising tone.

“Madge Loring—altho it is none
of your business.”

The Call to Dinner Interrupts.

Just then Annie annognced dinner
and we sald no more. But all thru
the very quiet  meal—George scarcely
spoke save when  the butler was in
the room—I kept thinking of what
he had said about taking Madge Lor-
ing riding with him. Was it “none
of my business,” as he had declared?
Was it another of those things done
by eociety people, which 1 had been
taught to believe not quite au fait for
married people?

In our little home town .it “would
have been a nine days scandal for a
married man to take out another
man’'s wife, unless his wife also was
of the party. But everything in More-
lands was so different. People here
seemed to have a code of behavior to-
tally unlike that of the homefolks.

Then suddenly” flashed another
thought: {

If George could go motoring with
his friends, why of course I could
also go out with @mine! Perhaps
sometime with Merton Gray. I
started to say something of the kind
to George, but just then the telephone
rang and I had no chance.

““Who was it ?” I asked when he re-
turned to the table just as James
brought out the dessert.

“It was a personal call,” George
ansywered, scowling, after I had re-
peated the question, thinking 2 had
not heard me the first time.

Rebuked and cowed, but also hurt
at his tone, I made no further effort
to talk. As soon as we finished din-
ner he ran up-stairs, and in an in-
credibly short time was down again
dressed in his evening clothes.

“Good night! go to bed early,” he

said, giving me one of ,his careless
kigses. Sometimes T felt 1 would
ratier he would. not kiss me at all;
vet, even to be 'notltied was some-
thing—perhaps. |

Evidently some one had asked him
to go out, when He went to the tele-
phone, for he had said something
which gave me to understand he in-
tended to remain home for the even-
ing.

Carelessly I walked to the little

WOMAN WHO CHANGED

boot’r under the stairs where the
telephone for the first floor was in-
stalled. I had no intention of using it:
no real reason to go there.

A plece of paper, torn from the lit-
tle pad we kept on the wall, was on
the floor where George had either
thrown, or dropped it. I picked it up
and smoothing it out, saw a telephone
number upon it.

Was, that where George had gone?

I looked thru.the telephone book,
but could hot find the \number, so I
called up central and asked her fto
give me the address,—I giving her the
number. She did so, and to my de-
light, it was some club, I don't know
what 1 expected, but someway it

helped to pass the lonely evening to -

know that George was with men, and
not with—Madge Loring or some other
woman.

Tomorrow-—Final preparations for u{q 4

Dinner.

LIBERALS QUIT LEAGUE.

Amsterdam, Thursday, March i¢—
Dr. Gustav Stresemann and several
other National Liberal members of the
Reichstag have restgned from the Pan-
German ILeague, aoccording to Berlin
advices., The reason given is the cam-
paign which is being carried on My

The Deutsche Zeitung against the IAb- |

erals.
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TURKS GET GUNS IN ERZERUM.

London, March 16 — The Turkish
forces which recently occupied Erzers

-um in Turkish Armenia, captured 168

guns, with numerous mine throwers,
machine guns and quantities of am-
munition, according to the ofificial
ptaitemenit issued by the Turlish war
cififfice on Friday.

GERMANS CUT FINNISH CABLE.

Stockholm, March 17.—Commumica-
tion ‘with Helsyingfors amd other
points in southern Finland has been
broken. The Germa{no are belleved
‘to have cutf the cable' between Sweden
and the Aland Islands,

that the mentioned amalgamations will
proceed. In 1872 one bank office existed
for every 12,766 inhabitants, but now
there is one for every 50380. ¢
While certain important proposals for|
further bank mergers were being Jis-|
cussed, Mr, Bonar Law, chancellor of the
exchequer, was asked by a member of|
parliament whether his attention had|
been called to the possible danger to the|
commercial community of the concentra-
tion of banking business into monopoly i
concerns, The chancellor did not acrept'
this definition of the movement, which |
was obviously exaggerated, but, with-|
out expressing any opinion on the ques-|
tion of principle, considered that the
matter was one of public importance,!
and intimated his intention of appoint-
ing a committee consisting of bunkern,!
merchants and manufacturers, to con-
sider and report to what extent the_\"
thought it desirable in the public inter-|
lesL to interfere with such arrangements. |
In the meantime he expressed the hope |
that any further schemes which might |
be contemplated would not be proceed- |
ed with, the hope in such a case being|
almost tantamount to 'a demand. The
London correspondent of The New York |
Annalist crystalizes the objections heard |
overseas as to  the concentration of
banking resources, The feeling is, he
says, that a money ' trust may be the
outcome, with results detrimental to the
national interest,

Your Grocer or
Dealer can Supply You

Here's a drink that is good for the

whole family—a light,

pure lager that

reaches the ‘“‘dry”-spot.
Brewed exclusively from choice malt

-and hops.

-~ IMPERIAL
LAGER
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strange that such an intelligent body | ©0e of\;he Cct){]npensatlons of a great |, Germ;rs t‘}hx:renow\f:s mh;;;::fs&:f
: - : . war. More than ever i o Tk A om oy g
of men as the engineers did not see ¢ th ti e; is there zeed!mw from the Aland islands todey. Washington, March 17—Major-Gen- |
this. ' ‘The elfer mes 814 Yt the| or the conception of Canada As a|She came on a Swedish icebreaker and |eral Hugh L. Scott, formerly chief of |
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