
This American view of British affairs—of its politics,
personalities, events, legislation, development. Colonial
unity efforts, the Monarchy, the Aristocracy, the Church
of England, etc., need not be—and is not always—
actively hostile in order to work the harm in Canada
which has evolved of late years, and which, as surely as
these words are written, will result in our separation
from the British Empire if not checked. The point I
want to make and to press home to the thinking men
before me is that, whether actually written in a spirit
deliberately hostile to Britain or not—and much of our
news in the past thirty years has been so written—it
was always, unavoidedly and inevitably, w^ritten from a
Foretgn point of view. In other words, the people of
this generation in Canada have imbibed all their informa-
tion of British and Empire affairs, or of British relations
with the United States, as cabled from London, or tele-
graphed from New York or Washington, through
despatches written by Americans, in the American spirit
and policy, for the people and the press of the United
States,

Important as is this continuously Foreign view of
affairs and conditions at the heart of the Empire, even
more important is the fact that when some issue arises
between Great Britain and the United States on account
of Canada, the people of this country have actually
ormed their opinions upon what was transpiring and
received their " information " regarding the policy of the
Mother-Country from and through the people who for
the moment were their diplomatic enemies, and at times
—as in the Venezuelan crisis—were their positive and
actual enemies; ready for, and, in newspaper circles
expecting, immediate war. Hence the curious ideas held
in Canada regarding some of the matters at issue between
the three countries. Hence the natural contempt for
British diplomacy—a contempt formed in the school of
American hostility or upon the vainglorious assump-
tions, conceited prophecies, and inaccurate statements of
American journals and United States correspondents.
Hence Canadian ignorance of such events as Lord Salis-


