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CHAPTER I.

THE PROJECT OF THE EXPEDITION, AND ITS OUTFIT./^'

After the return of that expedition which had attempted toreach the Pole in 1827, 1 submitted, to the Lords Cornm"sionersof the Admiralty, and, subsequently, to the Lord HighAdShe plan of the voyage which I am now about to relate I hadlong been convinced that the navigation of the arctic sek wouMprove more easy to a steam vessel than to any raerelv sI»"nJship and for reasons which will, I believe, be fullTapprecia edby all to whom this navigation is familiar. When'^thelSopen, or the sea navigable, it is either calm, or the wind is ad-
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while the steam boat can make avaluab e progress. The small draught of waterin these vesselsW w" h**''*"'^»'

' ^^'" P°^^' '«» «'«» drive them throughbay ice where, except in a fresh and favourable breeze a safi
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r°"'d be entirely impeded: while to add to aH ?iefachty with which they can be moved, without wind or inspite of It, must render it comparatively eary for them to avoM
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through P.ince Regent's inlet, niight thus be estab ished ^otherwise and the question, therefore, as far as related to anorth-west passage by this strait, be set at rest, I resolved not
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Sheriff Booth '"i^Iw "'!:*-'"^. '^'''•='' ^ •'»*' f""""!. before Mr.Mienll Booth, an old and intimate fr end, with whose llbprnlifvand spirit I was well acquainted : but as, aVtLTS- the onr-

ver^r"ofaV„'r''''°^''-^°'"^ ^«^ ««"''«" out oVhe disco

l&nTh'irjry.""^'"^^"'' *" send out an/Stp^Si:

a w^nV.!'«wn''T"^*'^''*"^PP'>*o'^^ Thornton, ofOld Swan

thP^Hv!f.yr
^'*^, •»•&/»' »>« 'ny thoughts on this subject it hadthe advantage of at least removing the scruples of Mr ^hJ^fr

After exaSnl^'"''' "'"'"^a'-.V for the expedition.Alter examining various steamships that were advertised'

^LT ' 'P"^^''^^^''' atl-iverpool, the Victory, which had beenonce employed as a packet between that pot and the Isle n^'Man and replaced the old paddles by the superior ones of Mr
2%Normbr''"''"°''' ""^'"^ *"" ''-'" ^-"-> "n^he
Here she was put into the hands ofMr. Fearnall to be rai,P,Ion and to be strengthened in the usual mannerrwhich J need

feetSn if^if ""L°''»\"^'/°"»^S^ ^«« «5. but'by raising five

dred anH Hft
.°" ^"-^ "''« .'^-'^"'"« eapabie of carrying a hun^

coXremeEf'pr;i;i;r.|f"^
''^ -«•- --^ ^^' -cess^^y

Th« eoglne was made by Brailhw.iie and Eriokson kin. .

in a manner now sufficiently familiar
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were supplied in the same liberal manner. ^^ '
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